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The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.

NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS

Bob & Ethel Breuche, Clifford Twp, PA
Joseph Dolce, Thompson, PA

Gerald & Kathleen Franceski, Union Dale
Jean & Richard Giavedoni, Thompson, PA
Robert C Morgan, Harding, PA

Pack and Pedal, Springville, PA

Rutledge Excavating Inc, Tyler Hill, PA
Joseph & Kathleen Sterchak, Collegeville, PA
Andy Strauss, Strauss & Assoc/Planners, Trenton, NJ
Jane Varcoe, Waymart, PA

James Yeich, New Milford, PA

NEW MEMBERS

Norman Albrecht, Rockaway, NJ
Tom & Kim Baileys, Forest City, PA
Beardell Family, Wilmington, DE
Jim Fong, from Facebook

James Gilbert, Scranton, PA

Tom Harrop, from Facebook

Cleon Lloyd, Union Dale, PA
Sandra Major, Brackney, PA
Wayne Morris, Clifford Twp, PA
Howard Zendle, Vestal NY

RENEWING MEMBERS

Roger & Rosemary Baldwin, Easton, MD
Jon F Bauer, Rose Valley, PA

Bill Bayne, Hallstead, PA

Rich & Ann Brunori, Union Dale, PA

Robert Burshnick, Forest City, PA

Teresa Calafut, Clifford Twp, PA

Will & Kathryn Chamberlin, N Abington Twp, PA
Joe & Ann Cherney, Starlight, PA

Tom & Carol Chesnick, Vandling, PA

Terry Cohen, Union Dale, PA

Barbara Connor, Union Dale, PA

Norman Coyle, Lake Ariel, PA

Billy Culnane, Thompson, PA

Elinor Daley, Greenfield, PA

James Day, Nicholson, PA

Robert & Helen Dannecker, Owego, NY
Ruth Davis, Susquehanna, PA

Steve & Cindy Detwiler, Susquehanna, PA
Karen & Robert Dinning, Clarks Summit, PA
Marian Franceski, Forest City, PA

Esther K Friedmann, Clarks Green, PA
Gene Gallagher, Clarks Summit, PA
Richard Giavedoni, Oakland, NJ

Alan P Gillick, Clifford Twp, PA

Stephen & Louise Guszick, Clifford Twp, PA
James Hanson, Thompson, PA

Donald & Jan Herr, Elmhurst, PA

Anne Holmes, Shavertown, PA

Dawn Howell & Armand DeLaBruere, Clifford Twp, PA
Irene Jankowski, Scranton, PA

William & Helen Kashuba, Factoryville, Pa
George & Michele Kelly, Germantown, MD
Edward Kimes & Faith Waters, Union Dale, PA
Donald & Karen Kintzer, Orinda, CA

Bob Kramer, Equinunk, PA

Fred Lally & Myrna Kempe-Lally, Nicholson, PA
Dave & Micki Lukens, Clifford Twp, PA
Bonnie & Joseph Lundy, Gladwyne, PA
Peter Macheska, Simpson, PA

Richard Maiolatesi, Peckville, PA

Jay Mallery, Vestal, NY

Michael & Barbara McMonagle, Green Lane, PA
Vic & Sharon Milani, Dickson City, PA
Daniel & Judith Millett, Clarks Summit, PA
Millett Real Estate, Scranton, PA

Kurt & Kelly Mohney, Binghamton, NY
Kevin Moore, Union Dale, PA

Lou & Rose Marie Orehek, Vandling, PA
Catherine Parsons, Simpson, PA

Inger Pearson, Union Dale, PA

Abigail Peck, Waverly, Pa

Chris Pezak, Carbondale, PA

William Polny, Wapwallopen, PA

Carl Rehkop, Carbondale, PA

Tim Reilly, Larksville, PA

Haydn & Joanie Samuel, Union Dale, PA
Gerald T Schwarztrauber, Archbald, PA
Rich Schnur Jr & John W Kessler, Afton NY
Melvin & Geri Seely, Honesdale, PA

Judith & Michael Senio, Penfeld, NY

John & Susan Sheerin, Scott Twp, PA
Willard & Gail Sickles, Dalton, PA
Catherine & Michael Stanton, Simpson, PA
Dennis Stedenfeld, Thompson, PA

Bruce R Stephens, Nicholson, PA

Bill & Randa Sutch, Ambler, PA

Lorraine Swader, Blakely, PA

Matthew & Rachel Swierzewski, Sellersville, PA
Robert Tedesco, Union Dale, PA

Tri-County Sportman Assoc, Simpson, PA
Rick Wagner, Simpson, PA

Fred Wenz, Ambler, Pa

Peter & Viktoria Wood, Pipersville, PA

Bob & Maggie Young, Madison Twp, PA

Projects in Motion—
RTC Capital Campaign

ur capital campaign “Projects in Motion” is underway. Thanks to the

many who have donated; we have raised around $17,000 to date. As

these projects will continue into next year, so will our campaign. Funds
raised through the campaign will provide the essential matching funds
needed to move forward with development.

To update you on the “Projects in Motion” Campaign:

¢ The UGI pipeline is in the ground and extensive trail drainage improve-
ments have begun; trail resurfacing will take place in the spring

e The 6.5 mile D&H trail improvement project from Herrick Center to Ararat
has begun with clearing and grubbing; major work will resume in the
spring

e Trail switchbacks between old railroad bridge piers on the D&H between
Thompson & Starrucca are complete with an interpretive sign

¢ The 0&W Browndale Bridge is finished—complete with a new concrete
deck & railings

e Engineering plans are being finalized for a 7-mile stretch of trail on the
northern D&H from Stevens Point to the New York state border

e The D&H Pusher Caboose should be moved before the winter to its new
home in Union Dale with plans to restore it as a historic display

¢ Continuing survey and legal work on the Endless Mountains Trail;
we hope to form an action committee to keep this trail intact

o With Lackawanna River Heritage Trail improvements in the Carbondale
area, we will finally make the connection and there will be 20 miles of
improved D&H from Carbondale to Ararat

We just received word that RTC was awarded a DCNR Recreational Trail
grant to redeck the railroad bridge in Laneshoro! W still are awaiting word
on grants for signage, and for Transportation Enhancement funding for
major trail improvements to the northern D&H.

We look forward to a number of ribbon-cuttings and trail events to highlight
our success. Please plan on joining in the celebrations!

2017 1n
Numbers

ail-Trail hosted a total of

24 events in 2017 with

approximately 452 partici-
pants, which doesn’t include
the number of visitors at our
summer event Art in Bloom.
Many were repeat events like
our popular yoga hikes, snow-
shoe hikes, discovery and
nature hikes, and some were
new, such as the fat tire event,
geocaching events and kid’s
scavenger hunts.

This 2018 we hope to schedule
many more popular events and
like always invite those who
may be interested in co-hosting
events to contact us. We are
always up for something new
on the trail.

Events 24

Event hours 106.5

Event participants 452

First time events 1

Events to be repeated 21
JANUARY 18

Trail Town planning meeting,
Shirley’s Diner, Forest City
8:30 PM

FEBRUARY 17

Winter Nature Discovery Walk,
D&H Rail-Trail Union Dale,

1 PM

FEBRUARY 22
RTC Dinner/Meeting RTC
Office/Cables Deli, 6/7 PM




 Greatest wreck in the history of the Jefferson Division of the Erie. Runaway train of
42 loaded cars wrecked at Jefferson Junction at 3:39 AM, August 6, 1907. Car at left
~filled with sleeping ltalians, none of whom were injured. Burton, Publisher, Lanesboro PA.

Now Believe There Are
Bodies Under the Coal

Special to the Binghamton Press.

Susquehanna PA, September 9, 1907: It is stated by the residents near Jefferson
Junction, where the Erie freight wreck occurred August 7th. In which 12 cars were
completely demolished and tons of coal piled up, that a terrible odor now exists and
has been noticeable since a week after the wreck. At the time of the wreck it was
thought that three tramps, who it is determined, were stealing a ride on the ill fated
train, were beneath the wreck, but at the time the Erie officials refused to believe it.
As the coal has never been removed the residents of the section are thoroughly
convinced that bodies of some human beings are beneath the huge pile of coal.

DONATIONS

D&H Caboose Restoration

Bill Bayne, Hallstead, PA
Richard Maiolatesi, Peckville, PA
Marilyn MacDowall, Kingsley, PA

“Paws Awhile” Bench on Trail
Shirley Menovich, Pittsburgh, PA

General

Gail Rendle, Nicholson, PA

Dr. Douglas and Margaret Sheldon, Thompson, PA
Diana Slick, Mountain View School District

Capital Campaign

Adams CATV, Inc., Carbondale, PA
Endless Mountain Pharmacy, Clifford, PA
Grimm Construction Co., Waymart, PA
Hendrick Manufacturing, Carbondale, PA
Richard Kresock Insurance, Forest City, PA
Labella Associates, Rochester, NY

Lenox Propane, West Clifford, PA

Pioneer Construction, Honesdale, PA
Spring Hill Foundation, Clifford, PA

The Beacon Grill, Union Dale, PA

Village of Four Seasons, Union Dale, PA
Zazzera's Supermarket, Forest City, PA

PROJECTS IN MOTION

BUSINESS DONORS

Trail Sustainer
The Ross Family Foundation, Waverly, PA

Trail Partner

Pack and Pedal, Springville, PA
Rutledge Excavating Inc, Tyler Hill, PA
Spring Hill Foundation, Clifford, PA

Trail Steward
Andy Strauss, Strauss & Assoc/Planners, Trenton, NJ

Friend of Trail

Adams CATV, Carbondale, PA

Comprehensive Physical Therapy, Forest City, PA
Endless Mountain Pharmacy, Clifford, PA
Grimm Construction Co, Waymart, PA
Hallstead Sanitary Services, Hallstead, PA
Hendrick Manufacturing, Carbondale, PA
Kresock Insurance Agency, Forest City, PA
Labella Associates, Rochester, NY

Lenox Propane, West Clifford, PA

Thomas J. McLane & Assoc, Scranton, PA
Pioneer Construction Co, Honesdale, PA

Paul Fogal, Pocono Whitewater, Jim Thorpe, PA
The Beacon Grill, Union Dale, PA

Village of Four Seasons, Union Dale, PA
Zazzera's Supermarket, Forest City, PA

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Trail Champion
Joseph & Kathleen Sterchak, Collegeville, PA

Trail Sustainer

James & Sheryl Brownlow, Thompson, PA
June P Felley, Rydal, PA

Daniel P Thompson, Crystal Lake, IL

Trail Promoter

Bob & Ethel Breuche, Clifford Twp, PA
Joseph J Dolce, Thompson, PA

Gerald & Kathleen Franceski, Union Dale, PA
Jean & Richard Giavedoni, Thompson, PA
Pat Green, Dunmore, PA

Robert Morgan, Harding, PA

James Yeich, New Milford, PA
Jane Varcoe, Waymart, PA

Trail Steward

Charlie & Ginny Ahearn, Kingsley, PA

Ed & Cindy Allen, Bear Creek Twp, PA

Sheila & David Banicky, Thompson, PA

Linda & Tony Baroni, New Milford, PA

Bill Bayne, Hallstead, PA

Jack & Ruth Bertolino, Newtown, PA

The Bischak Family, Nutley, NJ

Ivan & Elaine Burman, Thompson, PA

Sue Chesnick Lorraine, Utica NY (In memory of her father
Francis)

Jim & Mary Fitzsimmons, Forest City, PA

Joann Hall, Clifford Twp, PA

Amy Horner Hanley, Arlington, VA

Audrey L Kase, Great Bend, PA

Cindy Klenk, Greenfield Twp, PA

Joseph and Mary Kluck, Simpson, PA

Maureen Kupiec, Union Dale, PA

Richard & June Lambertson, Thompson, PA

Gretchen Ludders, Clarks Summit, PA

Marilyn MacDowall, Kingsley, PA

Richard Maiolatesi, Peckville, PA

Sandra Major, Brackney, PA

Richard & Shirley Masters, Kingsley, PA

Barbara & Michael McMonagle, Green Lane, PA

Mike Morosky, McLean, VA

Carole Motsko, Thompson, PA

Karl Mousley, Norristown, PA

Joe & Margie Pavlovich, Waymart, PA

Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA

Judith & Michael Senio, Penfeld, NY

Edward and Mary Tourje, Union Dale, PA

Kenneth & Gail Twiford, Lancaster, PA

Nancy Wottrich & Bruce McNaught, New Milford, PA

Howie & Karen Wyandt, Union Dale, PA

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

Scranton Times, November 30, 1917

Feds May Take Action Against D&H

Railroad officials told the Fuel Administration
that they don’t have enough cars to get the coal
to market. The spokesman said they are also
investigating that claim as well.

Federal officials are investigating the Delaware
and Hudson Railroad for coal hoarding. According
to an official with the Fuel Administration, the
D&H is storing massive amounts of coal at its
railyards in South Carbondale. The administration
estimates there could be 200,000 tons of coal
stored at the yard.

Friends of Trail

Bill & Cheryl Alexander, Old Forge, PA
Eugene Benson, Carbondale, PA

Pamala & Tom Box, Honesdale, PA

F Warren and Carol Breig, Dalton, PA
Norman Coyle, Lake Ariel, PA

Erin Debish, Clifford Twp, PA

Susan Ensley, Starrucca, PA

Robert & Barbara Fishman, Bala Cynwyd, PA
Faith Fleming, Waverly, PA

Jim Fong, from Facebook

Jane Frye, Scranton, PA

Beth Gallagher, Scranton, PA

Eugene & Beth Gallagher, Clarks Summit, PA
James Gilbert, Scranton, PA

Steve & Linda Griffiths, Union Dale, PA
David Haase, Brooklyn, NY

Susan Hall, Union Dale, PA

Dawn Howell & Armand DeLaBruere, Clifford Twp, PA
Carol A Howell, N Abington Twp, PA

Tom Harrop, from Facebook

Ernest Keller, Clarks Green, PA

Dan & Diane Kimberley, Susquehanna, PA
Delores & Edward Kownaski, Dickson City, PA
Joel Levy, Hallstead, PA

Gary E. Lippi, Carbondale, PA

Vic & Sharon Milani, Dickson City, PA

Jim Opecko, Forest City, PA

Frank & Donna Prybeck, Susquehanna, PA
Theresa Rennekamp, Lake Ariel, PA

Tom & Sally Roberts, Clifford, PA

Edward and Mary Schreiber, Topsham, ME
Jerry T Schwarztrauber, Archbald, PA

Katrina Scott, Union Dale, PA

Linda Scott, Honesdale, PA

Henry Tusar, Forest City, PA

Richard & Ann Marie Utegg, Vandling, PA
Joel Whitehead, Thompson, PA

Michael Yavorosky, Hop Bottom, PA



Switchback Trails

joined Rail-Trail on a hike to the newly

improved switchback trail between
Thompson and Starrucca in the Buck Fall’s
Ravine (photo above). We couldn’t have asked
for a more perfect morning, the weather was
warm, the sky was blue and the views were
beautiful. Rail-Trail was thrilled not only with
the large turnout, but everyone’s enthusiasm of
the improvements made to that section of trail.
Thanks to all who participated. We invite those
who haven't to visit this part of the trail to enjoy
the improvements made to this part of the D&H
Rail-Trail. An interpretive sign funded by the
Overlook Foundation shows photos of the old 480
foot long railroad bridge that spanned the ravine.

O n October 28 approximately 60 hikers

This very complicated project was engineered
by Todd Schmidt and built by contractor Dan
Rutledge. Thanks to their expertise, it's now an
easy hike through the ravine.

New Year’s Resolution

excited to be working towards getting the

EMT project moving forward again as a
priority in 2018. The project has new enthusiasm
and much support, we hope that includes you!
Keep an eye out for updates after the New Year.

The Endless Mountain Trail is back! We are

Forest City Trail Town

Celebration

% SAVE THE DATE!

S August 4, 2018 is
the date set fora
Trail-Town
Celebration in Forest
City. The Greater
Forest City Business
Alliance, the Forest
City School District,
the Historical
Society and the Rail-
Trail are working
together to make a
S gesied  memorable day for
all those who attend. There is a possibility of a
light parade, chicken BBQ, fireworks, and a
passport program. Rail-Trail will host a few
events on the trail starting with a Coal-Cracker
race at 8 am followed by a bike ride with bikes
available for rent and the possibility of a
geocaching event later on in the day. The
Forest City Historical Society will also be cele-
brating the 250th anniversary of Anthracite
Coal with many informative and fun events
throughout the day. So when you hang those
new 2018 calendars up flip over to August and
mark down this date, it is sure to be an enjoy-
able day for all.

Membership Renewal Form

Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires.
(] 1 am available for trail cleanups.

(] Lifetime/Founding $500

Rail-Trail Council’s Winter Trail Days events
include yoga and snowshoeing, cross-country
skiing, nature hikes and more. Motivating your-
self for exercise in winter can be difficult when
the days are short and the weather is chilly. We
plan to make it easier with a variety of events
we promise will be both fun and informative.

Help chase away those winter blues and get
out on the trail with a pair of snowshoes.
Rail-Trail has snowshoes free to loan. Give

us a call to learn more about renting a pair.
Snowshoeing is a wonderful group activity

and also a great way to get that heart rate up.

On February 17th at 1pm, join us at the
Rail-Trail Office in Union Dale for a Nature
Discovery Walk with retired district forester
Jim Kessler. This two hour hike will take

us to places on and off the trail where we
will discover lots of hidden secrets! We will
focus on evergreen plants and animal track
identification.

Visit our Facebook page and website for dates
for cross-country skiing events and our March
“Discover the Secrets” hike.

The D&H Rail-Trail from Carbondale to
Union Dale remains closed for the
winter and early spring due to the

UGI pipeline project until trail drainage
and resurfacing is completed.

(] Patron/Sponsor $250 (] Call me to discuss a corporate donation.
(J Club/Organization $100 (J I am interested in finding out more about the “Trail Tender” program.
[ Family $35 (J Send my newsletter electronically (instead of by mail) to:
(] Individual $20 (] Send me a brochure.
[ Senior/Student $15 UJ [ am willing to volunteer for the D&H Caboose restoration project
(1 am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project
NAME PHONE NUMBER

STREET ADDRESS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY

STATE

ZIP

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.0. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: trails@nep.net



Congrats to Elias Gray for
achieving his Eagle Scout with
Boy Scout Troop 81 in Thompson.
Elias built and installed benches
on the D&H Rail-Trail.

Thanks to Endless Mountain Stone for donating the bluestone benches alongside
the Starrucca Viaduct sign in Luciana Park, Laneshoro.

Please renew! The date on the mailing label below indicates when your membership expires. (No date indicates you are receiving a complimentary copy!)

IIsa(l)il—grails(z)ounciI of Northeast PA Non-Profit Organization
0. Box U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Union Dale PA 18470 [

i t Permit No. 4
rails@nep.ne Forest City PA

www.nepa-rail-trails.org
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