
Dear Friends of the Trail,

Th ank you for your continued support of the Rail-Trail 
Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania and its goal to 
develop the D&H Rail-Trail, O&W Rail-Trail and the 
Endless Mountains Trail. Each year, thousands of people 
use these pathways for various activities.  It simply 
couldn’t exist
without community support like yours.

We’re so proud of what we’ve achieved together, and 
we’re eager to announce the start of multiple trail 
improvement projects this summer. When completed, 
D&H Rail-Trail will be approximately 20 continuous 
miles from Carbondale to Ararat. Th ese improvements 
will enhance the experience for longtime trail users 
while attracting more people to Susquehanna County to 
enjoy our trail system. We think that’s pretty exciting!

Th rough various grants, partial funding is now in 
place for many of these projects. However, in order to 
complete these projects, we need to secure $350,000 
in matching funds. Th is is where you can help. We’re 
reaching out to our members, trail users, and business 
leaders to donate to our Capital Campaign. Your 
contribution, in any amount, will help us achieve 
our goal. Th e Rail-Trail Council of Northeastern 
Pennsylvania is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t organization, 
which means your gift may qualify as a charitable 
deduction for federal income tax purposes.

Information on upcoming trail improvement projects is 
attached, along with a donation card. If you’re inspired 
to help, please feel free to return the donation card along 
with a check or submit an online donation by visiting 
the PayPal link at www.nepa-rail-trails.org.

Th ank you for your consideration.  We look forward
to seeing you on the trail!

Sincerely, 

Projects
 in Motion

Rail-Trail Council of NEPARail-Trail Council of NEPA

Kirk Newsom, 
President
Rail-Trail Council of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania

Nancy Ross, 
Development Chairperson
Rail-Trail Council of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania



The Rail-Trail Council is a non-profit organization 
developing recreational trails in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. Our office is in the Cables Store Building, 
alongside the D&H Rail-Trail, in Union Dale in 
Susquehanna County. 

Through the “Projects in Motion” Capital Campaign, 
the Rail-Trail Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania is 
seeking matching funds for trail improvements projects 
including:

• Phase II Trail Improvements from Herrick Center 
to Ararat: This long-anticipated 6.5 mile project is out 
to bid through PennDOT, with supporting grants from 
DCNR and DCED. Matching funds needed.

• Buck’s Falls D&H Rail-Trail Switchbacks, Starrucca: 
This complicated project will build trail switchbacks in 
a ravine where a 480-foot railroad bridge once existed.  
Haphazard, eroded and rocky paths will be replaced 
with a trail of less than 5% percent grade, weaving back 
and forth among the old bridge piers. This project is 
85% funded by the Atlantic Sunrise Environmental 
Stewardship Project. 

• O&W Browndale Bridge: This railroad bridge will be 
fitted with a concrete deck and railings. This project is 
80% funded with PA Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR) Trail Funding. 

• Engineering & Design of the Northern D&H from 
Stevens Point to New York Border: Construction 
plans are almost complete for this 7 mile trail section.  
This project is 50% funded by a Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) grant. 
We’ll apply this fall for construction funding.

• D&H Pusher Caboose: A new siding was installed in 
Union Dale for the #35708 D&H Caboose.  It will be 
moved to this location where restoration will take place. 
Funds are needed for the restoration.

• Endless Mountains Trail:  Survey and legal work 
continue in order to secure easements on this historic 
pathway known as one of our nation’s first rail-trails.  
We need to search for additional funding.

• Other Potential Projects: The Rail-Trail Council 
has applied for grants to deck the railroad bridge in 
Lanesboro. Funding for a pre-fab bridge to span the 
Starrucca Creek in Stevens Point is also needed. 

Future Improvement 
Projects on the Trails
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