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New lifetime Member
Grimm Construction, Waymart, PA

New Members
John R Benson, Susquehanna, PA
Lawrence & Susan Blumberg, Johnson 

City, NY
Joseph Caloger, Honesdale, Pa
Robert Chambers, Tenafly, NJ
Thomas & Dawn Clark, Union Dale, PA
Charlie Figlow, North Abington Twp, PA
Kim & Shirley Griffiths, Clifford Twp, PA
William Hayes, Union Dale, PA
Cindy Norden Hold, Lake Ariel, Pa
Heather Larkin & Family, Clifford Twp, Pa
Bambi Ilku, Springville, PA
Suzanne Morgan, Dickson City, Pa
Thomas Morse, Wurtsboro, NY
Violet Mucic, Forest City, PA
Mary Ann Obelenus, Forest City, PA
Walter A Platek, Huntingdon Valley, PA
Michael & Kim Quinn, Richmondale, PA
Joshua Rabinowitz, Philadelphia, Pa
Patty Richter & Ceaser Madrid, Waymart, 

PA
The Samuel Family, Union Dale, PA
Susan & Richard Schmitt, Huntingdon 

Valley, PA
Ed Sherwood, Bensalem, PA
Melanie Urdang, Union Dale, PA
Nancy Van Kuren, Mattawan, MI
Albert A Zedar, Honesdale, PA
Lisa Zeshonski, Cherry Hill, PA

Renewing Members
Charles & Ginny Ahearn, Kingsley, PA
Sheila & David Banicky, Thompson, PA
R Anthony Baroni, New Milford, PA
Jon F Bauer, Rose Valley, Pa
Dorrance & Susan Belin, Waverly, PA
Rich & Ann Brunori, Union Dale, PA
Robert Burshnick, Forest City, PA
Owen Conaghan, Clifford, PA
Clair M Cook, Susquehanna, PA
Paul Covert, Madison Twp, PA
Thomas and Ellen Cullen, Oxford, PA
Frank R Currier, Thompson, PA
Dr. Glenn Czulda, Dickson City, PA
Elinor W Daley, Greenfield Twp, PA
Ruth Davis, Susquehanna, PA
Alfred Defeo, Starlight, Pa
Steve & Cindy Detwiler, Susquehanna, PA
Mark Dorish, Simpson, PA
Edward J Fortuna, Taylor, PA
Sandra & Richard Guman, Archbald, PA
Wayne & Joanne Harz, Pleasant Mt. PA
Donald & Jan Herr, Elmhurst Twp, PA
Anne Holmes, Shavertown, PA
Peggy Jordan, Union Dale, PA
Ed Juersivich, Union Dale, PA
Willian & Helen Kashuba, Fractoryville, PA
Dominic Keating, Waverly, PA
Matthew Kierstead, Marlboro, NY
Donald & Elisabeth Korinda, Midland, MI
Robert Kramer, Equinunk, PA
James Kulp, Lancaster, PA
Fred & Myrna Lally, Nicholson, PA
Thelma Lowry, Clifford Twp, PA
Peter Macheska, Simpson, PA
Richard Maiolatesi. Peckville, PA
Sally McGrath, Kingsley, PA
Lawrence Mowrer, Poyntelle, PA
Price & Erin Muehleisen, Clifford Twp, PA
Joyce & Michael Petronchak Jr, Eynon, PA
Chris Pezak, Fell Twp, Pa
Paula Roe Prior, Waverly Twp, PA
Luann Reno, Downingtown, PA
Richard Schlasta, Forest City, Pa
Ester Schwalb & David Haase, Brooklyn, NY

Pennsylvania Environmental Council Award 
Nancy Ross, founding director of the Rail-Trail Council will 

receive the 26th annual Thomas P. Shelburne 
Environmental Leadership Award on November 19 at a 

virtual awards ceremony. Nancy will be honored for her more 
than 30 years of dedication to the protection of the environment 
in and around Susquehanna County. Her first success story was 
the organization of a small group of concerned citizens known 
as RESCUE (Return Environment to Susquehanna County Under 
Ecology). They were able to stop a large landfill from becoming 
a reality in our area back in 1987–8. In 1990, Nancy volunteered 
to take part in a National Park Service study that was looking at 
the feasibility of transforming NEPA’s old railbeds into 
recreational trails. When the former D&H Railbed received high 
marks for most feasible, Nancy began the process of forming a 
nonprofit, the Rail-Trail Council. This was the start of Nancy’s 
most important contribution and the birth of the D&H Rail-Trail.

In April 1991, Rail-Trail Council was incorporated, and Nancy Ross was appointed president. She was 
instrumental in RTC receiving its first Transportation Enhancement Grant to help purchase the D&H Railbed. This 
began her tireless work to recruit members, find board appointees, organize cleanups and most importantly, 
fund-raise. Nancy became chair of fund-raising and membership committees and was known for acquiring 
countless donations, large and small. Whether addressing the CEO of a large company or the local farmer, her 
integrity was obvious. She had the unique qualities of kindness and assertiveness which created many 
partnerships over the years. It was never about Nancy’s agenda; it was about the quality of life in the broader 
community. Her annual RTC Octoberfest brunches were legendary. No one left this fund-raiser without signing up 
for a Rail-Trail event, considering a board position or making a monetary donation.

Nancy’s contributions to, what is now, one of the premiere trails systems in NEPA is hard to measure. She has 
attended countless trail symposiums, meetings, seminars, trail cleanups and trail events. She is an ambassador, 
volunteer, and advocate. She was instrumental in the purchase of RTC headquarters at Cable’s Store, which 
provided RTC an office on the trail while saving an historic building. The energy and passion she brings to RTC, 
keeps its momentum moving forward.

In June 2002, the American Hiking Society designated Nancy “Volunteer of the Year.” The award recognizes the 
true spirit of the trail community—the volunteer. But she also has a rich volunteer history outside the trail 
community. For over 10 years she delivered nutritious food and friendly conversation to seniors as a driver with 
Meals on Wheels. She is a major supporter of the United Way of Susquehanna County. She is a founding member 
of the Mountain View Garden Club and has started many local gardens with plants donated from her own 
gardens. Most importantly, she used her wisdom and experience as a psychologist to help survivors of domestic 
and sexual violence as a volunteer at the Woman’s Resource Center. For over 25 years she provided weekly group 
counseling, which touched the lives of countless women.  

In 2019 Nancy was honored by the Butternut Gallery as one of the “Remarkable Among US.” The exhibit featured 
15 women from Susquehanna County who have been a significant and delightful force within our county to so 
many. This was no surprise to those of us who know her. Nancy has always set the bar high and we truly respect 
and admire her for the women she is and the wonderful person for whom she is sure to be remembered.

Registration is free but required at: https://pecpa.org/event/2020-northeast-environmental-partnership-awards-
dinner/

Photo: Nancy with awards painting of Cable’s Store by local artist Jon Harcharek.



Once work building the Jefferson Branch of the Erie Railroad started (April 1869), some 
changes were made. The proposed tunnel on the 3rd section was changed to a through 
cut as the rock was “found too shaky for a reliable roof.” (Trail users, can you figure out 

where this was?)

In June 1869, there was a suspension of work in the coal mines, so many of the out-of-work 
coal miners secured employment on the railroad. “Some hundreds have already gone to work 
for the contractors.” It was reported that about one thousand men were employed on the 
railroad. Work resumed in the mines in October 1869 and that slowed the progress of the 
railroad.

The heaviest cut on the road was at Ararat Summit—for about ¼ mile, the excavation of 
earth was removed on cars running on a temporary track to the south forming an 
embankment across the marsh.

Up until the time of the railroad construction, lumbering was the primary activity in Forest 
City. During construction large outcroppings of coal were discovered in that area. Forest City 
then underwent a tremendous growth spurt, all due to coal mining.

Much of the railroad work was completed by mid-March 1870, with the weather favorable 
through the winter; sections still under construction were the rock cut north of Carbondale 
and Ararat Summit. “In anticipation of the completion of the line, capitalists from abroad, are 
already visiting Carbondale prospecting for sites, for manufacturing establishments.”  

Track-laying began on the Lanesboro end of the Jeff in early May 1870; by July six miles of 
track were laid on the northern end. A report in the Carbondale Advance from July 23, 1870 
noted that “about 12 miles of track have been laid upon the Northern end of this road from 
Lanesboro extending nearly to Eho, or Thompson Centre on this side of Starrucca. About two 
miles of track have been laid on the Carbondale end.”

On October 10, 1870, the Jefferson Branch from Lanesboro to 
Carbondale opened with a solo locomotive run. And, on October 15, 
a second trip was made on the line by Jay Gould, President of the 
Erie Railroad, from Lanesboro to Carbondale. The following year 
(July 28, 1871) Jay Gould again visited Carbondale, this time 
traveling in a Pullman Palace Car. These cars featured plush 
upholstery, ample lighting and ornately decorated interiors.

On Thursday, October 27, 1870, a train of 35 coal cars. “filled with 
glistening Anthracite” left from Carbondale on “the new Jefferson 
Railroad for Lanesboro. Coal trains were then being run daily upon 

the new railroad; by the end of November 1870, 750 tons of coal were shipped daily over the 
Jeff. It wasn’t until May of 1871 that shipments other than coal began.

Photo: Jay Gould was an American railroad magnate and financial speculator who is 
generally identified as one of the Robber barons of the Gilded Age. His sharp and often 
unscrupulous business practices made him one of the wealthiest men of the late 
nineteenth century. A highly controversial and unpopular figure during his life, Gould is 
widely regarded as one of the great villains of his era, with few defenders then or now.

Next article: “The Trouble With Sinkhole Swamp and Other Incidents That Shut Down the 
Railroad.” 

Thanks again to S. Robert Powell for this information, found in his DVD series on the D&H Canal 
Company, available from the Carbondale Historical Society.

John & Susan Sheerin, Peckville, Pa
Jim Slamas, Forest City, PA
Lance J Stange, Madison Twp, PA
Bill & Randa Sutch, Blue Bell, PA
Lorraine Swader, Blakely, PA
Tim & Janet Tedesco, Oakland, NJ
William & Lorraine Tersteeg, N Abingtn, PA
Larry Trygar, Roaring Brook Twp, PA
Mary Tomaine, Carbondale, PA 
Susan & Jeff Wheeler, Susquehanna, PA

Donations
Bike Rack from Nicholas Cook Family, 

Hallstead, PA
Fidelity Charitable Trust from Thomas & 

Susan Williams

In Memory of Anna Satak Rutherford
Joseph & Marjorie Pavlovich

In Memory of Jack McNamara
Sally Fischbeck and Buzz Boomer, Clifford, 

PA 
Jim & Sheryl Brownlow, Thompson, PA
Ivan & Elaine Burman, Thompson, PA
Chesi-Bertolino Family Trust, Union Dale, PA
Lynn & Paul Conrad, Clifford Twp, PA
Barbara Erhard, Roaring Brook Twp, PA
Jean M Kenworthy Giavedoni, Oakland, NJ
Lin & Arnie Gordon, Union Dale, PA
JoAnn Hall, Clifford Twp, PA
Donald & Janice Herr, Elmhurst Twp, PA
David & Carol Howell, North Abington Twp, 

PA
Sandy Hyman-Mehaffey, Dalton, PA
Neil Jordan, Union Dale, PA
The Kintzer Family, Orinda, CA
Cynthia Klenk, Greenfield Twp, PA
Richard & Pamela Maiolatesi, Peckville, PA
Mountain View Garden Club, Clifford, PA
Richard & Evelyn Pfaltzgraff, Stone 

Harbor, NJ
Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA
Linda L Suraci, Mayfield, PA
Jerry & Debbie Thier, Dalton, PA
Barb & Carl Tolerico, Carbondale, PA
Drew Tomasko, Oreland, PA
Michael & Emily Walsh, Cary, NC
Mary Karen Wyandt, Union Dale, Pa

Caboose Restoration
R Anthony Baroni, New Milford, PA
Sandra & Richard Guman, Archbald, PA
Larry Trygar, Roaring Brook Twp, PA

D&H 2020 Challenges Sponsors
Michael A Barbetti C.P.A., LLC, Dunmore, PA
Briechle Law Offices, Forest City, PA
Chet’s Place, Union Dale, PA
Comprehensive Physical Therapy, Forest City, 

PA
Elk Mountain Ski Resort, Union Dale, PA
Fitzsimmons Insurance, Forest City, PA
Gerber Associates Real Estate, Clifford Twp, 

PA
Greenfield Power Equipment, Inc, Greenfield 

Twp, PA
Charles W Grimm Construction, Inc, 

Waymart, Pa
Hendrick Manufacturing, Carbondale, PA
Honesdale National Bank, Forest City, PA
Idlewild Ski Shop, Clifford Twp, PA
Brian T Kelly C.P.A. & Associates, LLC, 

Carbondale, PA
Keystone Propane, Throop, PA
Kost Tire & Auto Service, Clarks Summit, PA
Kresock Insurance Agency, Forest City, PA
KW Oil Company, Inc, Forest City PA
Labella Associates, Dunmore, PA
Lenox Propane, West Clifford, PA
Linde Corporation, Pittston, PA
NEP Telephone Company, Forest City, PA
New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co, Inc, New 

Enterprise, PA
Nikki’s at the Ben-Mar
Pettinato’s Restaurant, Carbondale, PA
Pump n Pantry, Montrose, PA
Resource Environmental Management, Inc, 

Montrose, PA
Spring Hill Foundation, Clifford, PA
The Dime Bank, Honesdale, PA
UGI Utilities, Inc, Wilkes Barre, PA
WBRE, Wilks Barre, PA

The Building of the Jefferson Branch of the Erie Railroad (Part 2)

 



Membership Renewal Form
Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires. 
l Lifetime/Founding $500	 l I am available for trail cleanups.	  
l Patron/Sponsor $250	 l Call me to discuss a corporate donation.	
l Club/Organization $100	 l I am interested in finding out more about the “Trail Tender” program.
l Family $35	 l Send my newsletter electronically (instead of by mail) to:                                                                         
l Individual $20 	 l Send me a NEW brochure.
l Senior/Student $15 	 l I am willing to volunteer for the D&H Caboose restoration project
	 	 l I am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project

N ame	    P hone     N umber   

S treet      A ddress	       E - M ail    A ddress    

C ity	    S tate	     Z ip

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA  
P.O. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: trails@nep.net

A Successful Challenge

The D&H Rail-Trail Challenge took place the month of September—
PA’s Trail month. It replaced our major fundraiser—the D&H 
Distance Run, with virtual challenges for runners, walkers, and 

bikers. Thanks to our many sponsors who continued their support and 
thanks to 207 participants, we were able to raise over $10,000. 

Since bikers and walkers dominated the challenge, we now know that this 
type of event is a definite for next year, as well as a running event. We 
plan to have a biking/walking event early summer and our ½ marathon in 
the early fall (Sept. 12).

Eagle Scout Projects 

The D&H Rail-Trail was the site 
of two Eagle Scout projects 
this past fall. Val White worked 

on putting in a primitive campsite 
on Ararat property owned by RTC.  
It included a footpath, a bridge 
over the stream (pictured) and the 
cleanup of a flat area good for 
tents or hammocks, with a picnic 
table and fire ring. Cody Orner is 
working with his troop to clean up 
the Cascade Wye, which provides a 
camping site for through paddlers 
on the Susquehanna River. Thanks 
to troop leader Mike Gebhard for 
reaching out and overseeing! 

Two New Signs 

Two historical signs were recently erected on the D&H Rail-Trail. One 
is south of Forest City in Vandling and interprets the bridge 
abutments on the trail and river that once held the tracks to carry 

coal from the Grey Slope Mine to the breaker in Forest City. These tracks 
went through a tunnel in Vandling! The other sign tells the history of 
Herrick Center and is located at the former site of the railroad station, 
now along SR 374, at the Herrick Trailhead. Both signs were funded in 
part by the Overlook Estate Foundation.

Trail Events

As we move into winter months we will continue with outdoor 
activities, pop-up hikes and bike rides, XC skiing and snowshoeing. 
We have snowshoes available to borrow and XC ski equipment to 

rent. With COVID-19 in full swing, we ask that all participants use masks 
and observe the six-foot distance. Please check our website for EVENTS 
at www.neparailtrails.org or our Facebook page. Please “like” it if you 
haven’t already.

THANKSGIVING DAY & the DAY AFTER HIKE
November 26, 9 am, Simpson Trail Head; 4 pm, Union Dale Trail Head 
with head lamps.  
November 27, 10 am, Forest City.

Building Health Series
Outdoor group activities designed to build health naturally:

WALKING MONDAYS 
9 am, meet at the Rail Trail Office, Union Dale.

BIKING WEDNESDAYS 
If the weather permits. Please check Facebook for time and place.

SECOND SATURDAY YOGA 
November 14, 10 am, Panther’s Bluff.
December 12, 10 am, Stillwater Dam section.
January 9, 2021, 10 am, Union Dale Trailhead.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY POP-UP ACTIVITIES
Hiking, XC skiing, snowshoeing. Check Facebook for daily updates.

Jack McNamara
The Rail-Trail Council has lost another board member. Jack 
McNamara was a long-time member who upon retirement moved to 
the area and joined our board. He soon became our treasurer and 
financial advisor. Jack helped to develop a financial management 
policy, which led to a long-term management and maintenance plan 
for our trails and organization. Jack was also involved as a ski coach 
at Elk Mountain, helping many youngsters to start on a lifetime love 
of skiing. Rest in Peace, Jack. 



The Lightning Racers 

I came upon this giggling group of young ladies with brightly colored 
helmets and sneakers on a warm August afternoon—The Lightning 
Racers Bike Team on one of their Thursday rides on the D&H Trail. They 

had been riding the trail with their moms, Robin and Erin. They had 
stopped at Cable’s and were excited for their prized treat, an ice cream. I 
could not help but to ask who they were, where were they from 
(Honesdale), and which part of the trail were they riding. The story 
continues based on the biking adventures of the Lightning Racers Bike 
Team, Katie, Abby and Nedelya, who are 8 and a half years old, and some 
other friends. They built memories that they will share for years to come. 
The young ladies “hatched” an idea for the team and have been inviting 
friends to join in the weekly rides. They empower each other’s efforts, and 
no one gets left behind. The following are their entries for each of the five 
Thursday rides and adventures.

August 6: First trip. Simpson to almost Forest City, and back to Simpson. 
8 miles. 1 crash, 1 dead mouse and lots of fun. 7 riders today.

August 13: Second trip. Forest City to the Stillwater Dam round trip. 10 
miles. 1 beautiful eagle in flight, lots of fun. 5 riders today.

August 20: Third trip. Union Dale to almost Fiddle Lake Road. 9 miles round 
trip. 1 large buck, 1 snake, handfuls of ripe blackberries, and a flying 
grasshopper attack. Beautiful trail and snacks at Cable’s. 5 riders today.

August 28: Fourth trip. Union Dale to Herrick Center, turn around, ride to 
Stillwater Dam and back to Union Dale and Cable’s for some snacks. 6 
miles. 10 riders today.

September 3: Fifth trip. Milestone of all the rides, “A fifth century.” 
Ararat to Carbondale, our longest ride so far, 20 miles. We stopped a 
couple of times including an early morning snack at our favorite spot, 
Cable’s General Store in Union Dale. Geocaching was introduced to our 
biking adventure and we found a fairy, dragon eggs, and a very startling 
spider. 7 riders today! A great day and a great child/family activity. 

Robin, one of the moms, notes: “5 weeks of teamwork on the trail. 13 
members on the Lightning Racers Bike Team and it is still growing. The 
team started with several friends who were looking to get together, find 
‘socially distant’ ways of having fun. We are from Honesdale and had not 
biked on the trail before. We followed a friend’s suggestion and decided 
to try it. The children range from 4–10 years of age. And the adults 
include parents and grandparents. The Rail-Trail allows so much more 
independence for the kids riding because there is no traffic. With no 
tough hill climbs, we could cover more miles. The kids’ biking skills have 
improved and everyone on the trail is friendly and encouraging.”

They had drivers who helped with drop off and pick up for the long 
one-way trips.

I saw the Lightning Racers Bike Team one more time on October 22. They 
rode from Ararat to Carbondale stopping for ice cream at Cable’s. What a 
joy to see moms and their children enjoying all the adventures and 
outdoor experiences the D&H Trail has to offer.
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memberships for all receiving electronic 
newsletters will expire on December 31.




