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NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS

Mary Felley, Jenkintown, PA
Paul Fogal, Jim Thorpe, PA

NEW MEMBERS

Jack Burcher & Bonnie Beers, Honesdale, PA

Carol Carpenter, Susquehanna, PA

John J. Cudo, Taylor PA — Gift from Edward
Fortuna

Paul Diamon, Honesdale, PA

Joe Klobusicky, Scranton, PA

John Kukowski, Susquehanna, PA

Lewis Lake Association, Union Dale, PA

David Lindquist, Susquehanna, PA

Joseph Pedone, Lords Valley, PA

Orianna Richards, Waymart, PA

Gerald Senese, Susquehanna, PA

Susquehanna County, Montrose, PA

RENEWING MEMBERS

Charles & Ginny Ahearn, Kingsley, PA
Susan Anderson, Exeter, PA

Bob Angler & Barbara Rabinowitz, Bala Cynwyd, PA
Deborah Alunni, Bear Creek, PA

Edwin Baker, Cortland, NY

Senator Lisa Baker, Dallas, PA

Roger & Rosemary Baldwin, Easton, MD
Fran & Deb Barrett, Chester Springs, PA
Donald & Beverly Bennett, Herrick Ctr, PA
Lawrence & Susan Blumberg, Johnson City, NY
Mary Lynn Brannon, Carbondale, PA

F. Warren Breig, Jr, Dalton, PA

Rich & Ann Brunori, Union Dale, PA

Bill Burke, Moscow, PA

Tom & Carol Chesnick, Vandling, PA

Clair Cook, Susquehanna, PA

Leslie Corby, Springbrook Twp, PA

Tom & Ellen Cullen, Oxford, PA

Billy Culnane, Thompson, PA

Chuck Culnane, Hallstead, PA

Ruth Davis, Susquehanna, PA

Janet Dayton, Susquehanna, PA

Karen Dinning, Clarks Summit, PA
Patricia Franks-Evanish, Archbald, PA
Dennis Favello, Union Dale, PA

Esther Friedmann, Clarks Green, PA

Ann Marie Furdock, Forest City, PA
Michael Gillespie, Lancaster, PA

Judy Gretzula, Carbondale, PA

Louise & Stephen Guszick, Clifford Twp, PA
JoAnn Hall, Clifford Twp, PA

Susan Hall, Union Dale, PA

Wayne & Joanne Harz, Pleasant Mount, PA
Bill & Barbara Heller, Union Dale, PA
Anne Holmes, Archbald, PA

JoAnn Horner, Ambler, PA

Joe & Kay Jerin, Mayfield, PA

William & Helen Kashuba, Factoryville, PA
Robert & Sarah Keating, Clifford Twp, PA
William A Kerl, Carbondale, PA

Bobbye Kopec, Archbald, PA

Edward D. Kowalewski, Clifford Twp, PA
Delores Kownaski, South Windsor, CT
James Kulp, Lancaster, PA

Ken Lass, Brackney, PA

Angela Lambert, Jermyn, PA

Kathy Land, Waymart, PA

Larry & Celia Levit, New York, NY

Dave & Micki Lukens, Clifford Twp, PA
Joe & Bonnie Lundy, Gladwyne, PA

James & Kathleen MacKenzie, Oxford, PA
Karen Makara, West Chester, PA

Gail Mardfin, Santa Rosa, CA

Steve & Connie McDonnell, Waverly, PA
Sally McGrath, Kingsley, PA

Roseanne Mensel, Carbondale, PA

Victor & Sharon Milani, Dickson City, PA
Keith Miller, Trappe, PA

Millett Family, Scranton, PA

Victor Motts, Moscow, PA

Greg & Vicki Otto, Hegins, PA

Joseph & Marjorie Pavlovich, Waymart, PA
Abby Peck, Waverly, PA

Ann Marie Pettinato, Carbondale, PA

Bert Prohaska, Binghamton, NY

Frank & Donna Prybeck, Susquehanna, PA
Mike & Kim Quinn, Richmondale, PA
Beverly Rainforth, Binghamton, NY

Frank Ramiza, Exeter, PA

Chuck & Nancy Rood, Fayetteville, PA

> |

Stevens Point bridge, then and now
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The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.

Northern D&H Improvements Underway

he new pedestrian bridge project at Stevens

Point that crosses the Starrucca Creek is

underway. The railroad bridge was removed
around 1995, just before the Rail-Trail Council
purchased this northern D&H section. The work is
being partially funded by the Trails & Greenways
Program of the Department of Community and
Economic Development. LaBella engineered the
project which included stabilizing the existing
abutments and building new abutments behind
the old. The contractor is Fabcor, who also put
the pre-fab bridge in place with a crane. The only
thing left to do is put down asphalt approaches
in the spring. Adjacent to this project also
underway, is the new Stevens Point trailhead and
one-mile of trail to Brandt. Contractor Dan
Rutledge was awarded the project funded in part

by Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources. The trail section from Brandt to the
NY border, a PennDOT Transportation
Enhancement project has also been awarded and
will begin in the spring. We are expecting
completion of these three connecting projects by
the fall of 2022.

New Grants DCNR

I_ast year, the Council was awarded a DCNR grant for

trail improvements from Thompson to Bucks Falls

which will include trail stabilization of the
switchbacks on the south side of the ravine. This year we
were awarded funding for improvements from the Bucks
Fall north ravine to a mile beyond Starrucca, Little
Ireland Road!



Linda Scott, Honesdale, PA

Melvin & Geri Seely, Honesdale, PA

Mike & Judy Senio, Penfield, NY

Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA P

Willard & Gail Sickles, Dalton, PA

Jay Smith, Salem, NJ

Bruce Stephens, Nicholson, PA

Matthew & Rachel Swierzewski, Sellersville, PA
Bob Terpak, Harrisburg, PA

Mary Torney, Montrose, PA

Denise & Peter Vauter, Forest City, PA

Michael & Sharron Wallace, Scranton, PA

June Walters, Nicholson, PA

Richard Watson, Lakewood, PA

Thomas & Susan Williams, South Abington, PA
Bob & Maggie Young, Madison Twp, PA

DONATIONS

In Honor of:
Celia Seigerman-Levit, New York, NY in honor of
Nancy Ross

Memorial Donations:

Nancy Ross, Union Dale, Pa In Memory of
Dave Horner

Nancy Ross, Union Dale, Pa In Memory of
Anne “Bunny” Fleming

Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA In Memory of
Natalie Shinn

Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA In Memory of
William “Buzz” Boomer

Giving Tuesday :
Frank & Lori Beardell, Wilmington DE
Rebecca Bennett, Montrose, PA

Zakaria Family Foundation Grant from Ray & Joan

Best, Ipswich, MA
Maureen Brennan, Mayfield, PA
Ann Brunori, Union Dale, PA
Kim Derbin, In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Arthur J.
Derbin, Scranton, PA
Gerald B Franceski, Union Dale, PA
Judy Gretzula, Carbondale, PA
JoAnn Hall, Clifford Twp, PA
Dennis Holmes, Throop, PA
Kevin Kays, Scranton, PA
Paul Kelly, Oceanside, CA
Frank & Donna Prybeck, Susquehanna, PA
The Ross Foundation, Waverly Twp, PA
Gerald T Schwarztrauber, Archbald, PA
Linda Scott, Honesdale, PA

Other Donations
Robert & Karen Taylor, Union Dale, PA
Rebecca Bailey & Kenneth Rech

LIFETIME MEMBERS

Adams Cable, Carbondale, PA

Matt Allen, Thompson, PA

Pat & John Atkins, Waverly, PA

Donald Atkinson, Yeadon, PA

Frank Arcaro, Scranton, PA

Steven Bard, Endwell, NY

Dan Baron, Honesdale, PA

Julianne & Ron Barrett, Klamath Falls, OR
Frank J. Barry, Forest City, PA

Michael & Sheila Batkiewicz, Dix Hills, NY
Bill Bayne Jr, Hallstead, PA

Rebecca & Alan Bennett, Montrose, PA
Ray & Joan Best, Ipswich, MA

Vickie Brownell, Thompson, PA

Bill & Amy Buehler, Lakewood, PA

Buzz Boomer, Clifford, PA

Bob & Ethel Breuche, Clarks Summit, PA
Frank & Lori Beardell, Wilmington, DE
Jim & Sheryl Brownlow, Thompson, PA
Richard Burlage, Brooklyn, NY

Clark & Winnie Cable, Honey Brook, PA
Kathleen & Rob Cable-Drill, Chester Springs, PA
Donna Caputo, Clifford, PA

Sue F. Lorraine, Utica, NY

Frank & Joann Cerminaro, Simpson, PA
Dave & Eva Christiansen, Midway, UT
Kathy Bertolino & Richard Chesi, Union Dale, PA
Barbara Connor, Union Dale, PA

Paul & Lynn Conrad, Clifford Twp., PA
Lyn & John Coyne, Wayne, PA

Mike Bischak, Simpson, PA

Bill Cullen, Poyntelle, PA

Dr. Glenn Czulada, Dickson City, PA
Janet Davala, Brunswick, NJ

Paul & Jane Dietche, New York City, NY
Joe Dolce, Thompson, PA

Francis Dubas Jr., New Canaan, CT
Richard & Linda Eckersley, Scranton, PA
Joel & Betsy Edelstein, Elkins Park, PA
Chris & Peter Egolf, Toronto, ON

William Everett Jr., Wilkes-Barre, PA
Charles & Joanne Farley, Palmerton, PA
Ray, RJ, & Michael Felins, Covington Twp, PA
Mary Felley, Jenkintown, PA

Sally Fischbeck, Clifford, PA

Clarence & Anne Fleming, Pasadena, CA
Paul Fogal, Jim Thorpe, PA

Jerry & Kathy Franceski, Union Dale, PA
Ruth Frederick, Bethany, PA

Tom Frost Jr., Nicholson, PA

Fred & Mary Garm, Forest City, PA

Jean & Richard Giavedoni, Thompson, PA

Ice Harvesting—A Local Mainstay

loehouses on Orson Pond, around 1912 Photo by Julian Campbell.

n the days of the railroad, 1870 through 1950, the lakes and streams played a much different role than they do

today. Back in the heyday of the railroads, the New York, Ontario and Western (0&W) and the Jefferson branch of

the Delaware and Hudson (D&H) not only shipped locally harvested ice, but provided large storage buildings along
the tracks.

Today it's quite easy to forget what a large business the harvesting and shipping of ice was. Not only was ice
necessary at the creameries to ice the milk, and keep the milk cool during shipping, but ice was a necessary
commodity in every town and city, year-round.

“Putting up the ice” began as early as December, when the ice was at least 12—14 inches thick. Harvest lasted from
December to April on the larger lakes, though the height of activity was in January and February. When the call of “ice
is ready” went out, crews of men, women, boys, horses and equipment converged on the frozen waters. To reduce a
large field of ice to manageable blocks required some specialized tools and equipment as augers, spuds, pole or ice
pikers, markets, ice plows, scrapers, circular and grasshopper saws, hand ice saws and tongs. Workers were
designated as field bosses, drivers, tamperers, switchers, packers, spudders, spacers and of course, engineers and
repairmen, who kept the operation going smoothly.

Along the 0&W, railroad sidings led to the icehouses of Bone Pond (originally called Summit Lake), Lake Lorain (Five
Mile Lake), and Orson Pond (see photo). Local farmers supplemented their seasonal incomes by cutting ice and
shoveling snow (before the more sophisticated snow plows and flangers, 1910).

Orson Pond had six icehouses! Being the shallowest of the lakes near the 0&W, it was the first to freeze, yielding the
most ice. Four Icehouses were owned by the Scranton Ice Company; two icehouses along with a creamery were owned
by the 0&W railroad. Lake Lorain had one icehouse, while Bone Pond had two at the end of a spur. Most of this ice
was shipped to the Simpson Ice Company in Carbondale and Consumer’s Ice in Scranton, although a fair volume of
the production also went to the creameries for icing milk cars.

Ice-harvesting was also conducted along the D&H Jefferson Branch, as early as 1890. At this time the ‘industries’ of
Susquehanna and Wayne Counties were timber harvest with sawmills and wood-acid factories very common. The
clear-cut lands were then used for dairying, with creameries along the railroad and ice-harvesting providing good
seasonal incomes.

Thousands of tons of ice were cut from Hathaway and Stalkers Ponds, usually by the forces of the Erie Railroad, and
directly loaded onto rail cars. A good part of the harvest from Lewis Lake was stored in a large icehouse at Union Dale
and shipped out as needed through the summer. It is reported that Lewis Lake yielded 200 tons of ice during the
winter of 1896-97 and the following season about 500 carloads were shipped from Union Dale.

Kennedy Park Pond in Forest City was formerly called Ice Pond. It was used for ice-harvesting for about 75 years, with
the straw-insulated icehouse located near the present baseball diamond. Clear and clean water drained from the West
Mountain to produce high quality ice.

Though there are reports of quality ice-harvesting (16’ thick) from Hathaways in 1922, most ice-harvesting operations
ceased by the early 1930's, when mechanical refrigeration made the old icehouses obsolete. High rail rates and the
growing road network also helped to shut down ice-harvesting and shipping. Records indicate that the last shipment
of ice was from Starlight in 1940. The ice was stored in the old creamery and cakes were removed to the Simpson Ice
Company in old milk cars.



Taking a Back Seat

Building Health Series

tis with mixed feelings that | have decided to retire
as the executive director of the Rail-Trail Council.
| know there is much more to do in order to finish trail
improvements to the D&H, but | know | am leaving
the organization in good hands with a solid plan.

| have been with the Council for over 28 years, first as a
volunteer through the persistence of Nancy Ross, our
matriarch. | planned the first Trails Day celebration, here in
Union Dale, shortly after the Council received a grant for a Master Plan for the
D&H. Luckily, | had the guidance of Donna Murphy (now USDA Forestry), who
wrote that grant and helped me administer the study and taught me grant-writing
skills that helped us get more grants for trail acquisition and construction grants.
Little by little, a few hours a week turned into days and later full weeks. Never
would this have been possible without the continued support of the Board of
Directors and members who donated yearly. | took great pleasure in putting
together the quarterly newsletter, overseeing trail projects and meeting trail users.
But mostly | enjoyed exploring every inch of the D&H, 0&W and Endless Mountains
Trails, mostly by bike. Our trails slice across all that northeast PA has to offer—
mature forests, farmers fields, rivers and streams, wetlands, stonewalls and of
course wildflowers and wildlife. Discovering and documenting the history of the
railroad and the towns it passed through was my particular passion and trail
users can expect quite a few more historical signs.

After the Council purchased the Cables Store building, it was difficult to stay in
the office to get work done, without running out to the trail to meet and greet trail
users. These past few years have brought so many new trail users and supporters.
Memberships and donations have greatly increased, as more people discover the
trail and enjoy getting outdoors. AND that is so gratifying.

| must also thank the board for allowing additional part-time employees, as a
much-needed trail maintenance guy. | am fortunate to have an energetic program
manager, Cindy Klenk to plan and organize trail activities. And administrative
assistant, Sheryl Brownlow, who we will surely miss as she and RTC treasurer Jim,
move to Florida. Thanks to Carissa Butler for stepping and learning the ropes.

Of course, you will see me out on trails more often now! Ski more, hike more, bike
more, perhaps make the garden bigger? | will take a back seat for now, but continue
to give direction and suggestions as | thoroughly enjoy the trail improvements.

Lynn Conrad

In the next newsletter, new executive director Valerie Senese will introduce herself!

Membership Renewal Form

blue, days that something doesn’t feel

right, and you try to eat it away, days
you feel anxious, stressed? You get the
idea. All of us have experienced this on
some level, and especially since 2020 and
COVID.. life as we knew it is rearranged.

D 0 you ever have days that you feel

There is a stigma with mental health and
some of us are afraid to talk about it for
fear of being judged. This year’s events are
dedicated to awareness, getting in action
by connecting with nature and focusing on the, “great fullness of
life.” There are so many amazing opportunities in nature that are
yet to be discovered to help us heal, to comfort us, to ease our
minds and we will be exploring what is available to us as we
experience with renewed senses the human and nature
connections on thirty-eight miles of trail. Making the effort to
stop along the trail or on a hike and bring conscious awareness to
your senses will not only bring you into the present moment and
deepen your connection to your surroundings, it will also bring
your mind and body back to the state of balance. Your body will
start to relax and your mind will begin to settle.

The Building Health Series happens weekly and monthly with
Walking Mondays at 10 am every Monday. Biking Wednesdays,
starting in the Spring and running every Wednesday through the
Fall. Second Saturday Trail Yoga/Mindfulness/Meditation. Don't
forget there is a Full Moon Walk once a month on the full moon.
To beat the winter blues, there are many snowshoes hikes taking
place, we have snowshoes, yak tracks and poles to walk or hike in
the snow on and off the Trail. Cross country skiing is also available,
and clinics will be offered as a good base of snow is on the trail.

“This Is Not Your Ordinary Book Club” will be starting in
February, with discussions happening on a walk, a hike or at the
office if the weather is not cooperating, throughout the month.
Happy For No Reason by Marci Shimoff will be the book that
starts us off. If you are interested, please contact the office by
emailing trails@nep.net of phone 570-679-9300.

Make your mental wellness a priority in 2022!

Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires.

(] Lifetime/Founding $500 (1 am available for trail cleanups.

(] Patron/Sponsor $250 (] Call me to discuss a corporate donation.
(] Club/Organization $100 (1 am interested in the Trail Ambassador Program.
[ Family $35 (] Send my newsletter electronically (instead of by mail) to:
] Individual $20 (] Send me a NEW brochure.
(] Senior/Student $15 (J I 'am willing to volunteer for the D&H Caboose restoration project
(1 am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project
NAME PHONE NUMBER

STREET ADDRESS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY STATE

ZIP

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA

P.0. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: trails@nep.net



Jeffrey & Brooke Gould, Thompson, PA
Pat Green, Dunmore, PA

Grimm Construction Inc, Waymart, PA
Stan & Sharon Hadley, Lakewood, PA
Bill & Marilyn Hiller, South Canaan, PA
Patrick & Ursula Hobson, Philadelphia, PA
Lothar & Bethann Holbert,

Susquehanna, PA

Lothar Holbert, Lakewood, PA

John & Carole Kameen, Forest City, PA
Brian & Melissa Kaufman, Throop, PA
Geoff Kase, Berwyn, PA

Paul & Pamela Kelly, Oceanside, CA
Pat & John Kennedy, Blairstown, NJ
Jim & Denise Kilgore, Starrucca, PA
William W. Knapp, Canonsburg, PA
Donald & Elisabeth Korinda, Midland, MI
Chris & Debby Kutch, Clifford Twp., PA

Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley
Railway Historical Society, Inc.,
Scranton, PA

Mickey & Judy Langsfeld,

Meadowbrook, PA

Scott & Jill Linde, Pittston, PA

Eric & Mary Anne Linde, Honesdale, PA
Barbara Linde, Honesdale, PA

Sam & Linda Long, Union Dale, PA
Vicki Lydecker, Sacramento, CA
Marilyn MacDowall, Raleigh, NC

Jay Mallery, Vestal, NY

Richard Martin, Lakeville, PA

Win & Janie Matthews, Clifford Twp., PA
Jim & Elaine McAndrew, Ocean Ridge, FL
Robert Morgan, Harding, PA

Mike Morosky, McLean, VA

Nina & Bob Nesky, New Milford, PA
Mountain View Garden Club, Clifford, PA
Augie Mueller, Vestal, NY

Peggy Newak, Greenfield Twp., PA
Helen & Kirk Newsom , Union Dale, PA
Vincent & Mary Lynn OBell, Olyphant, PA
Oliveri Family Fell Twp., PA

Chris & Renee Palmer, Honesdale, PA
Patricia Papocchia, Bethany, PA

Phil & Lauri Pass, Clifford Twp., PA
Trevor & Patty Pass, Clifford Twp, PA
Pennsylvania Bluestone Assoc, New

Milford, PA

Maureen Brennan & Gary Piorkowski,

Mayfield, PA

Ruth Pranzitelli, Waymart, PA
Bob Price, Lake Ariel, PA

Barbara Puchnick, Forest City, PA

Gary & Judy Reedy, Clarks Summit, PA

Trish & Bill Robinson, Paoli, PA

Elliot & Kim Ross, Union Dale, PA

Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA

Jim & Gloria Ross, Waverly Twp, PA

Art & Ginny Roth, Clifford Twp., PA

Rudy & Nina Ruedemann, Kingsley, PA

Betty Russell, Wernersville, PA

Daniel Rutledge, Tyler Hill, PA

Bob Sadauckas, Hop Bottom, PA

Bob & Sue Sanderson, Limeklin, PA

Jim Sanderson, S. Abington Twp., PA

Frank & Susan Sargent, Hawley, PA

Dan & Aimee Schmucker, Hatboro, PA

Jim Schultz, Marathon, FL

Jim & Terry Seeley, West Chester, PA

Victoria & Brett Senior, Radnor, PA

Dr. Douglas & Margaret Sheldon,
Thompson, PA

Ken & Christine Siegfried, Asheville, NC

Gary & Kim Smith, Union Dale, PA

Jill Smolowe, Little Falls, NJ

Southern Tier Bicycle Club,
Binghamton, NY

Jim Spano, Hillsborough, NJ

Bob & Elizabeth Stark, Union Dale, PA

Doug & Marge Stark, South Lebanon
Twp., PA

Dennis Stedenfeld Family, Thompson, PA

Joe & Kathy Sterchak, Collegeville, PA

Leo Stermole, Ellicott City, MD

Cathy Stevens, Doylestown, PA

Andy Strauss, Trenton, NJ

Mary & Ed Strauss, Philadelphia, PA

Peter & Lyn Strickler, Malvern, PA

Nancy Surdoval, Tucson, AZ

Don Taber, Wilmington, DE

Bob & Karen Taylor, Union Dale, PA

Jim Tighe & Family, Duryea, PA

Tripsite.com, Springville, PA

Mary Ann Thomas, Newtown Square, PA

Debra & Daniel Thompson, Crystal
Lake, IL

Michael & Barbara Tilton, Sparta, NJ

Hennie Van Den Hengel , Springville, PA

Jane Varcoe, Waymart, PA

Jon Villaume, Honesdale, PA

Bill & Patty Walker, Union Dale, PA

Mark C. Walsh, East Stroudsburg, PA

Al Weiner, Fairplay, CO

Earle & June Wootton, Montrose, PA

James Yeich, New Milford, PA

Robert Youker, Rockville, MD

Dave Zebrowski, Forest City, PA

Winter Trailheads

lease note that we do not plow our

trailheads in winter. If you'd like to get on

the D&H, please use the Union Dale
Trailhead behind our office, as it is plowed.
Also, NEP Sno-Trails plows a parking area in
Forest City off Commerce Blvd, uphill from the
trailhead.

Bike Repair Stations

wo bike repair stations for the D&H are on

order and should arrive and be installed by

the spring! Thanks to a grant from Pocono
Forest & Waters Conservation Initiative for the
Simpson station and thanks to Frank & Lori
Beardell Family for the Union Dale station!

Panther’s Bluf_f.

s

Susquehanna County
Hikes & Bikes

The Endless Mountains Heritage Region
is sponsoring the 2022 ‘Hike & Bikes’ series:

HIKE SALT SPRINGS
June 18-19

HIKE PANTHERS’ BLUFF

Trail Ambassadors

ook for a new program this coming spring!

We would love to have frequent trail users,

help direct new users, answer questions,
give out brochures, encourage memberships,
etc. Check the box when you renew or email us
of your interest!

July 16

HIKE D&H THOMPSON
July 17

BIKE VIADUCT TO VIADUCT-
METRIC CENTURY ROAD RIDE
August 6 (Rain date August 7)

BIKE THE NORTHERN D&H-
STEVENS POINT NORTH
October 15

Rail-Trail Council of Nort
P.0. Box 32

Union Dale PA 18470
trails@nep.net
www.neparailtrails.org

heast PA

Your membership renewal date is to the
right of your name on the mailing label,
highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is
the mailing date. Memberships for all
receiving electronic newsletters will expire
on December 31.
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