
Trail Ambassador Program Renewal

This spring we will meet with current and new trail ambassadors to start up the program 
again. We are looking for trail users who frequent the D&H Rail-Trail and are willing to 
share their knowledge of the trail system and our organization with others. We need more 

eyes, ears and voices on the trail to cover our 
38-mile trail. Would you be willing to share info such 
as trail access points, trail conditions, events & 
updates, directions, and nearby amenities? When 
you see something that needs to be addressed, you 
would call or email the office. Would you help with a 
trail survey? Our intent is to provide a positive 
experience for trail users. 

We will have a 2-hour seminar to educate all 
potential ambassadors with two times available, one 
daytime and one evening, around mid-April.  
We will schedule the date based on interest and 
availability. Please check the box on your renewal 
form or call the office to get on the contact list. 

February 2024 

The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.
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LIFETIME MEMBERS
Adams Cable, Carbondale, PA
Marie W Allen, Scranton, PA
Matt Allen, Thompson, PA
Frank Arcaro, Scranton, PA
Pat & John Atkins, Waverly, PA
Donald Atkinson, Yeadon, PA
Steven Bard, Endwell, NY
Dan Baron, Honesdale, PA
Julianne & Ron Barrett, Klamath Falls, OR
Frank J. Barry, Forest City, PA
Michael & Sheila Batkiewicz, Dix Hills, NY
Bill Bayne Jr, Hallstead, PA
Frank & Lori Beardell, Wilmington, DE
Rebecca & Alan Bennett, Montrose, PA
Ray & Joan Best, Ipswich, MA
Mike Bischak, Simpson, PA
Vickie Brownell, Thompson, PA
Bill & Amy Buehler, Lakewood, PA
Buzz Boomer, Clifford, PA
Bob & Ethel Breuche, Clarks Summit, PA
Frank & Lori Beardell, Wilmington, DE
Jim & Sheryl Brownlow, Vero Beach, FL
Richard Burlage, Brooklyn, NY
Clark & Winnie Cable, Honey Brook, PA
Kathleen & Rob Cable-Drill, Chester Springs, PA
Donna Caputo, Clifford, PA
Frank & Joann Cerminaro, Simpson, PA
Dave & Eva Christiansen, Midway, UT
Kathy Bertolino & Richard Chesi, Union Dale, PA
Barbara Connor, Union Dale, PA
Paul & Lynn Conrad, Clifford Twp., PA
Lyn & John Coyne, Wayne, PA
Bill Cullen, Poyntelle, PA
Dr. Glenn Czulada, Dickson City, PA
Janet Davala, Brunswick, NJ
Bill & Connie Dempsey, Clifford Twp, PA
Anne Holmes & Frouke De Quillettes, 

Archbald, PA
Paul & Jane Dietche, New York City, NY
Joe Dolce, Thompson, PA
Francis Dubas Jr., New Canaan, CT
Richard & Linda Eckersley, Scranton, PA
Joel & Betsy Edelstein, Elkins Park, PA
Chris & Peter Egolf, Toronto, ON
David & Heather Elgena, Thompson, PA
Thomas, Lori, & Shanaa Eshelman, Union 

Dale, PA
William Everett Jr., Wilkes-Barre, PA
Charles & Joanne Farley, Palmerton, PA
Ray, RJ, & Michael Felins, Covington Twp, PA
Mary Felley, Jenkintown, PA
Sally Fischbeck, Clifford, PA
Clarence & Anne Fleming, Pasadena, CA
Paul Fogal, Jim Thorpe, PA
Dave & Kathleen Franceski, Union Dale, PA
Jerry & Kathy Franceski, Union Dale, PA
Ruth Frederick, Bethany, PA
Tom Frost Jr., Nicholson, PA
Fred & Mary Garm, Forest City, PA
Jean & Richard Giavedoni, Thompson, PA
Jeffrey & Brooke Gould, Thompson, PA
Pat Green, Dunmore, PA
Nancy Van Kuren & Tim Greene, Mattawan, MI
Grimm Construction Inc, Waymart, PA
Stan & Sharon Hadley, Lakewood, PA
Bill & Marilyn Hiller, South Canaan, PA
Patrick & Ursula Hobson, Philadelphia, PA
Lothar & Bethann Holbert, Susquehanna, PA
Lothar Holbert, Lakewood, PA
John & Carole Kameen, Forest City, PA
Brian & Melissa Kaufman, Throop, PA
Geoff Kase, Berwyn, PA
Paul & Pamela Kelly, Oceanside, CA
Pat & John Kennedy, Blairstown, NJ
Jim & Denise Kilgore, Starrucca, PA
Cindy Klenk, Greenfield Twp, PA
William W. Knapp, Canonsburg, PA
Allen & Nancy Koberlein, Willow Street, PA
Donald & Elisabeth Korinda, Midland, MI
Chris & Debby Kutch, Clifford Twp., PA
Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Railway 

Historical Society, Inc., Scranton, PA
Fred & Myrna Lally, Nicholson, PA
Mickey & Judy Langsfeld, Meadowbrook, PA
Barbara Linde, Honesdale, PA
Eric & Mary Anne Linde, Honesdale, PA
Scott & Jill Linde, Pittston, PA
Sam & Linda Long, Union Dale, PA
Sue F. Lorraine, Utica, NY
Vicki Lydecker, Sacramento, CA
Marilyn MacDowall, Raleigh, NC

Trail Ambassadors—“How can we help?”

FEBRUARY 22
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

MARCH 28
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

APRIL 25
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

MAY 23
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

C A L E N D A R



On the Northern D&H between Brandt 
and Lanesboro, we use the “upper 
D&H” to get around an extensive 

washout of the “lower D&H.” Yes, there are 
two railroads here! We own both, as the 
lower is improved trail heading north, while 
the upper is unimproved, but in good 
condition for a hike or bike.

The lower right-of-way follows the Starrucca 
Creek, heading to Lanesboro, goes under 
the Starrucca Viaduct, and then follows the 
mighty Susquehanna River towards Windsor 
and Ninevah, NY. This was an important 
section in D&H and Erie Railroad’s 
expansion histories.

As you travel the rail-trail north of Brandt and cross the 
bridge over Starrucca Creek, you’ll travel along a wide 
section of trail that was formerly Jefferson Junction, where 
two railroads joined. The upper trail is the Jefferson Branch 
of the Erie Railroad, opened in 1870 to move coal out of the 
Lackawanna Valley to upstate New York. This railroad 
connected to the mainline of the Erie Railroad just west of 
the Starrucca Viaduct. From there it went to Susquehanna 
Depot and on to Binghamton, then north to Albany along the 
A&S (Albany & Susquehanna). Note the Jefferson Branch 
was built under an Erie charter but labor and capital were 
furnished by the D&H, who received trackage rights.

On October 28, 1870, the first loads of coal rolled north out 
of Carbondale on the newly completed “Jeff” and on to 
Binghamton where they switched to the A&S, under lease to 
the D&H. The D&H would haul coal from the Carbondale 
yard to the Erie yard in Susquehanna. There they would 
hand the train off to the Erie who would then run the train to 

Binghamton. At Bingo, the Erie would hand the train back 
over to the D&H, who would run it to Albany on the A&S. 
While this arrangement worked, D&H managers were not 
satisfied.

The D&H managers began working on an “easy line” of their 
own from Lanesboro to Ninevah, where it would meet the 
A&S. This would eliminate the need for going west over the 
Erie and though Binghamton to reach the A&S. A direct 
connection up the Susquehanna River Valley to Ninevah 
would cut 27 miles off the route and eliminate the heavy 
grade on the A&S north out of Binghamton over Belden Hill.

This new “easy line” was to be the Lackawanna & 
Susquehanna Railroad (L&S). It would branch off the 
Jefferson line at Jefferson Junction, go under the Starrucca 
Viaduct, and run along the Susquehanna River 20 miles to 
Ninevah where it connected to the A&S (note this is the 
lower trail). It was projected to be completed on October 1, 
1871, at a cost of $625,000. The building of the line was 
delayed, but some trains did run over the line in early 
December, with a formal opening in June 1872. 

Jefferson 
Junction 
Today
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Jefferson Junction Tower JN looking north as an Erie train came down off the Erie.

D&H train headed up the “Jeff” to connect to Erie Mainline.



Membership Renewal Form
Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires. 
n Lifetime/Founding $500	 n I am available for trail cleanups.	  
n Patron/Sponsor $250	 n Call me to discuss a corporate donation.	
n Club/Organization $100	 n I am interested in the Trail Ambassador Program.
n Family $40	 n Send me a brochure. 
n Individual $25 	 n I am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project
n Senior/Student $20	 n I am enclosing a donation for the wishlist to be used for

N A M E 	 P H O N E  N U M B E R

S T R E E T  A D D R E S S 	 E - M A I L  A D D R E S S

C I T Y 	 S T A T E 	 Z I P

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA  
P.O. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: nepatrails@gmail.com

Planning for Spring

Planning for Spring, as I quietly wish for more snow. 
Winter has been a temperamental time of the year. 
When we get snow, we like to take full advantage of 

the perks it can bring. That being said, we continue to 
snowshoe and xc ski on the trail, so watch Facebook for 
pop-up activities that get posted every Friday, for a 
Saturday and/or Sunday outdoor experience. 

Did you know? “When you exercise, your brain gets more 
oxygen, but even more important, it causes your body to 
produce valuable chemicals and hormones that impact 
energy, mood, and health. Exercise can also help relieve 
and prevent anxiety, creating a calming effect that lasts for 
about four hours after exercising.”—Happy for No Reason, 
Marci Shimoff.

You can transform your life by making some form of 
exercise or movement a regular habit! We have the perfect 
opportunity right here on 38 miles of trail. You can walk, 
hike, run, ride your bike, xc ski, snowshoe, practice yoga, 
and meditation, and if you need a partner or want to join a 
group, you can give us a call at 570-679-9300 or email 
cindy.nepatrails@gmail.com

Walking Mondays, 10 am, meeting at the Union Dale 
office.

Full Moon Walks, February 24, Snow Moon; March 25, 
Worm Moon; April 23, Pink Moon. Check the events 
calendar for the times, and there must be 5 people 
registered.

XC Skiing and Snowshoeing, daily and Sundays at noon 
from the Union Dale office.

Pop-up events announced on Friday, watch our Facebook 
page.

Montrose Area Adult School. (April 25th, hike with Jon 
Burdick in Lanesboro; May 23rd, Gravity Railroad Tour; 
June 20th, Summer Solstice Walk in Starrucca.) You must 
register online www.montroseadultschool.org/class-
directory 

Tree Hike and Bird Watching are in the works for Spring.

If you want to receive our announcements, please include 
neparailtrailcouncil@gmail.com in your contacts, if not our 
emails go to spam.

Please pre-register for any/all events by calling  
570-679-9300 or emailing cindy.nepatrails@gmail.com

Please call or email the office if you no longer want to 
receive our newsletter.



ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED
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U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Permit No. 4
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Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.O. Box 32
Union Dale PA 18470 
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WHEN DOES MY MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE?
Your membership renewal date is to the right 
of your name on the mailing label, 
highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is 
the mailing date. Memberships for all 
receiving electronic newsletters will expire 
on December 31.

Jay Mallery, Vestal, NY
Richard Martin, Lakeville, PA
Win & Janie Matthews, Clifford Twp., PA
Jim & Elaine McAndrew, Ocean Ridge, FL
Debbie McNamara, Union Dale, PA
Brian McNaught, New Milford, PA
Robert Morgan, Harding, PA
Mike Morosky, McLean, VA
Mountain View Garden Club, Clifford, PA
Augie Mueller, Vestal, NY
Thomas J Murphy, Windsor, NY
Nina & Bob Nesky, New Milford, PA
Harry & Peggy Newak, Greenfield Twp., PA
Helen & Kirk Newsom, Union Dale, PA
Vincent & Mary Lynn OBell, Olyphant, PA
Oliveri Family Fell Twp., PA
Chris & Renee Palmer, Honesdale, PA
Patricia Papocchia, Bethany, PA
Phil & Lauri Pass, Clifford Twp., PA
Trevor & Patty Pass, Clifford Twp, PA
Pennsylvania Bluestone Assoc, New Milford, PA
Maureen Brennan & Gary Piorkowski, Mayfield, PA
Pocono Biking, Jim Thorpe, PA
Ruth Pranzitelli, Waymart, PA
Bob Price, Lake Ariel, PA
Barbara Puchnick, Forest City, PA
Tony & Janie Quinn, Waverly, PA
Mary Beth & David Redding, Pasadena, CA
Gary & Judy Reedy, Clarks Summit, PA
Trish & Bill Robinson, Paoli, PA
Elliot & Kim Ross, Union Dale, PA
Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA
Jim & Gloria Ross, Waverly Twp, PA
Art & Ginny Roth, Clifford Twp., PA
Rudy & Nina Ruedemann, Kingsley, PA
Betty Russell, Wernersville, PA
Daniel Rutledge, Tyler Hill, PA
Bob Sadauckas, Hop Bottom, PA
Bob & Sue Sanderson, Limeklin, PA
Jim Sanderson, S. Abington Twp., PA
Frank & Susan Sargent, Hawley, PA
Dan & Aimee Schmucker, Hatboro, PA
Jim Schultz, Marathon, FL
Jim & Terry Seeley, West Chester, PA
Victoria & Brett Senior, Radnor, PA
Dr. Douglas & Margaret Sheldon, Thompson, PA
Edward J D Sherwood, Bensalem, PA
Ken & Christine Siegfried, Asheville, NC
Gary & Kim Smith, Union Dale, PA
Jill Smolowe, Little Falls, NJ
Southern Tier Bicycle Club, Binghamton, NY
Jim Spano, Hillsborough, NJ

Bob & Elizabeth Stark, Union Dale, PA
Doug & Marge Stark, South Lebanon Twp., PA
Dennis Stedenfeld Family, Thompson, PA
Joe & Kathy Sterchak, Collegeville, PA
Leo Stermole, Ellicott City, MD
Cathy Stevens, Doylestown, PA
Andy Strauss, Trenton, NJ
Mary & Ed Strauss, Philadelphia, PA
Peter & Lyn Strickler, Malvern, PA
Nancy Surdoval, Tucson, AZ
Don Taber, Wilmington, DE
Bob & Karen Taylor, Union Dale, PA
Jim Tighe & Family, Duryea, PA
Tripsite.com, Springville, PA
Mary Ann Thomas, Newtown Square, PA
Debra & Daniel Thompson, Crystal Lake, IL
Michael & Barbara Tilton, Sparta, NJ
Hennie Van Den Hengel , Springville, PA
Jane Varcoe, Waymart, PA
Jon Villaume, Honesdale, PA
Bill & Patty Walker, Union Dale, PA
Mark C. Walsh, East Stroudsburg, PA
Al Weiner, Fairplay, CO
Tom & Chris Wooden, Montrose, PA
Earle & June Wootton, Montrose, PA
James Yeich, New Milford, PA
Robert Youker, Rockville, MD
Dave Zebrowski, Forest City, PA
Jim & Linda Zefran, Browndale, PA

PATRON SPONSORS
Norman & Sherri Albrecht, Rockaway, NJ
Mary Beth Divis, Media, PA

NEW MEMBERS
Mary Culnane, Wilmington, DE
Marjorie Ehst, Sinking Spring, PA
Sarah Hine, Waymart, PA
Karen Kabakoff, Sinking Spring, PA
Elizabeth Lohrmann, Felton, PA
Jennifer Nieratko, Washington, DC
Fran Parzanese, Rading, PA
Monika Rottle, Reading, PA
Elaine V Schuler, Mohnton, PA
Judi Wendland, Vestal, NY
Wilce Family, Taylor, PA (gift from Ed Fortuna)

RENEWING MEMBERS
Senator Lisa Baker & Family, Dallas, PA
Gary & Deborah Bates, Waymart, PA
Peter Baumann & Family, Susquehanna, PA
Beverly Bennett, Herrick Center, PA
David & Linda Bernarsky, Vandling, PA
Rena Bevilacqua, Archbald, PA
Peter & Carol Borick, Sr, Berwick, PA
Tom & Pam Box, Honesdale, PA
Derek Burleigh, Harleysville, PA
Ardy Callender, Thompson, PA
Stephen Campbell & Family, New Milford, PA
Robert Chambers, Tenafly, NJ
Tom & Kathy Chesnick, Clifford Twp, PA
John Coleman, Jermyn, PA
Nicholas Cost, Forest City, PA
Chuck Culnane, Hallstead, PA
Robert & Helen Dannecker, Owego, NY
John Davis, Friendsville, PA
Steve & Renee Drobish, Dresher, PA
Mark & Lorie Fallon, Thompson, PA
Mary Farley, Waymart, PA
Dennis Favello, Union Dale, PA
Jeanne Frank, Clifford Twp, PA
Patricia Franks Evanish, Archbald, PA
Frugal Living, LLC, Forest City, PA
Ed Giombetti, Jr, Jessup, PA
Steve Goscinsky, Ringoes, NJ
Susan Hall, Union Dale, PA
Nancy Hanahue, Clarks Summit, PA
Robert Handloff, Thompson, PA
Alfred J & Cathy Howell, Honesdale, PA
David & Carol Howell, N Abington Twp, PA
Geoffrey Jones, Jessup, PA
Susan Kelley, Carbondale, PA
Daniel Kimberley, Susquehanna, PA
Joe & Mary Kluck, Simpson, PA
Delores Kownaski, South Windsor, CT
Linda Kwiatek, New Hope, PA
Lewis Lake Association, Inc, Union Dale, PA
Karen Makara, West Chester, PA
Mike & Barb McMonagle, Green Lane, PA
Keith Miller & Family, Trappe, PA
Sheryl Mills, Jefferson Twp, PA
Victor Motts, Moscow, PA
Greg & Vicki Otto, Hegins, PA
Evelyn Pantzar, Forest City, PA
Catherine Parsons, Simpson, PA
Frank & Barbara Piotrowski, Forest City, PA
Peter Quigg, Montrose, PA
Frank Ramiza, Exeter, PA

Tom & Sally Roberts, Clifford, PA
Ron & Chris Ryczak, Mayfield, PA
Katrina Y Scott, Union Dale, PA
Linda Scott, Honesdale, PA
Bruce R Stephens, Montrose, PA
Susan Sullum, Clarks Summit, PA
Linda Suraci, Mayfield, PA
Roy Taetzsch & Family, Princeton, NJ
Bob Terpak, Harrisburg, PA 
Robert Tomaine, Greenfield Twp, PA
June Walters, Nicholson, PA
Deb & Mike Walton, Old Forge, PA
Fred Wenz, Ambler, PA
Tom & Pat Williamson, Clifford Twp, PA
Michael John Yavorosky, Hop Bottom, PA
Lou & Pat Zefran, Forest City, PA

DONATIONS
Caboose Restoration Donations 
Ed Giombetti, Jr, Jessup, PA
Ron & Chris Ryczak, Mayfield, PA

In Honor of
Nancy Ross in honor of her 90th birthday:  

Cathy Stevens, Doylestown, PA

Memorial Donations
In Memory of Ruth Bertolino:  

Kathy Bertolino’s Bridge and Book Clubs 
Lynn Conrad, Clifford Twp, PA 
Rob & Jeanne Frank, Clifford Twp, PA 
Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA

In Memory of Ruth & Jack Bertolino:  
Karen Wyandt, Union Dale, PA

In Memory of Deb McNamara’s mother:  
Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA

Other General Donations
Marie W Allen, Scranton, PA
Anonymous Donor
Rebecca L Bennett, Montrose, PA
Derek Burleigh, Harleysville, PA
Paul Fogal, Jim Thorpe, PA
PayPal Giving Fund
Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA
Michelle Smith, Covington Twp, PA
Karen & Bob Taylor, Union Dale, PA
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley, Inc
Thomas & Susan Williams, S Abington Twp, PA


