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The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.

NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS

Regis Magnus, Houston, TX
Haydn & Joanie Samuel, Union Dale, PA

PATRON SPONSORS

Kevin Kann, Lancaster, PA

NEW MEMBERS

Joel Carpenter, Hopewell Junction, NY

Brian Churi, Jefferson Twp, PA

Kevin Gates, Hallstead, PA

Brian Gilboy, Jefferson Twp, PA

Montrose Restoration Committee, Inc.,
Montrose, PA

Will Putney, Union Dale, PA

Temmie Sedow, Manahawkin, NJ

Jennie Shamro Swartz, Owings, MD

Richard & Roma Wickersham, Bryn Mawr, PA

RENEWING MEMBERS

Bruce & Eileen Baessler, Montrose, PA

Edwin Baker, Cortland, NY

Roger & Rosemary Baldwin, Park City, UT

Ed Beautz Real Estate, Union Dale, PA

Joseph A Blaskiewicz, Honesdale, PA

R. D. Boisvert, Mine Hill, NJ

Fred & Karen Carden, Courtland, NY

Carol Carpenter, Susquehanna, PA

Brian J Cavallaro, Binghamton, NY

Tom & Carol Chesnick, Vandling, PA

Wayne & Sara Chudleigh, Union Dale, PA

Leonard & Rose Marie Coddington,
Dingmans Ferry, PA

Thomas & Kathleen Decker, Greentown, PA

Tom DeMatteo, Roaring Brook Twp, PA

Paul Diamond, Honesdale, PA

Jean Fairfield, Thompson, PA

Jim & Mary Fitzsimmons, Forest City, PA

Jeff & Nancy Fleming, Dalton, PA

Maggie Fountain & Family, Scott Twp, PA

Michael R & Bree Gillespie, Lancaster, PA

Joe & Lynn Gluck, Susquehanna, PA

Judith Gretzula, Carbondale, PA

Steve & Linda Griffiths, Union Dale, PA

Grant & Sharon Gutkowski, Linden, NJ

Bob & Cathy Guzzi, Dalton, PA

George & Susan Haff, Union Dale, PA

Joyce Hatala, Fleetville, PA

Joe & Kay Jerin, Mayfield, PA

Jim Kasten, Hallstead, PA

Pete Katapski, Scott Twp, PA

Dominic Keating, Waverly, PA

Bill Keller, S Abington Twp, PA

Robert Klemow, Hazleton, PA

Thomas & Kate Kurosky, Montrose, PA

Thelma Lowry & Family, Clifford Twp, PA

Fran Graytock & Sharon Lubaszewski,
Union Dale, PA

Dave & Micki Lukens, Clifford Twp, PA

Bernice Lukus & Family, Vandling, PA

Ken & Leslie Maas, Dalton, PA

Colleen MacDaniel, Thornhurst, PA

Richard Maiolatesi, Peckville, PA

Asher & Cathleen Mall, Waymart, PA

Denise Marcel, Pleasant Mount, PA

Roseanne Mensel, Carbondale, PA

Joann Puskarcik & Roy Morsch, Starlight, PA

Edward & Gladys Pantzar, Vandling, PA

Roy & Vee Pauli, Scranton, PA

Abby Peck, Waverly, PA

Jeffrey Piscanio, Bernville, PA

Tim & Sue Proctor, Union Dale, PA

Frank & Donna Prybeck, Susquehanna, PA

Mary & Carl Pucul, Vandling, PA

Orianna Richards, Waymart, PA

Chuck & Nancy Rood, Fayetteville, PA

Mr & Mrs Fred Rose, S Abington Twp, PA

Lou & Wendy Rosetti, Archbald, PA

CDR Robert A & Susan C Schreiber,
Clifford Twp, PA

or the first time, the Rail-Trail Council is participating in NEPA Gives—an online platform

for nonprofits to receive donations on June 6th and 7th. We would truly appreciate it if our

members, friends, trail users, and supporters considered donating on these days. And we
ask that you spread the word via social media to your friends. Our goal is to raise at least
$2,500 towards the match needed for a trail construction project this year. The 3+ mile
section of trail from Main Street Thompson to the Bucks Falls Ravine, should be underway by
this summer. It is a beautiful section lined with rock cliffs hugging a side hill. At 3 miles out,
you'll come to a large ravine where a railroad bridge once spanned. We have a series of
switchbacks that take you down to a bridge crossing, just above Bucks Falls. The switchbacks
need attention with plans to pave the elbows for long-term stability. Please consider donating
during this time.

Capital Campaign 2024

ith many other trail engineering and construction projects ready to go, the Board of the

RTC has decided to do a capital campaign. Our last capital campaign was in 2017 and

successfully raised matching funds for the new Stevens Point bridge, the 0&W
Browndale bridge, trail construction from Herrick to
Ararat and from Stevens Point to the NY border, and
the restoration of the D&H pusher caboose. We now

plan to raise funds for trail construction from MAY 23 i
Thompson to Starrucca, and from Melrose to Stevens | R1C Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM
Point. We are also ready to advertise for the design JUNE 27

and engineering of the last section of the trail from RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM
Ararat to Thompson, along with working on wetland TNES

issues in Ararat. Watch your mail for our color
brochure sometime this summer.

RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM
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Jefferson
Junction

D&H #758, a General Electric U33C, is seen next to the shanty at Jefferson Junction. During the
project to enlarge the Belden Hill tunnel, all D&H north—south traffic out of Binghamton operated via
Jeff Junction. The move required two pull by moves; one at Binghamton and one at Jeff Junction. The
#758 is part of the “JN Puller Power” set. Photo by Doug Holbrook, Sam Botts collection.

he section of railroad from Stevens

Point north remained in operation until

1986, while the D&H from Stevens
Point south closed around 1981, with rail
and ties removed and ballast reclaimed.

Note that the Rail-Trail Council purchased
the southern 32 miles of the D&H Penn
Division from Hudson River Estates (a D&H
corporation) around 1993, but the northern
6 miles were purchased later, around 1996
from Canadian Pacific. After more than 150
years as an independent railroad, the D&H
was purchased by Canadian Pacific in 1991. s
Later we discovered that all the railroad i
bridges from Simpson to the NY border
remained in Canadian Pacific’s ownership!
(That’s another long story, of how we got
ownership/control of the bridges.)

So why did the northern D&H remain in operation?
Remember at Jefferson Junction, the upper railbed was
Erie’s connection to its mainline as it came across the
Starrucca Viaduct, and continued to Binghamton. After
Binghamton, the railbed went in a northeasterly direction to
Ninevah where it intersected with the lower railbed that
followed the Susquehanna River to Windsor and Ninevah.

From 1980-1986, this lower section of D&H Railroad still
operated and became an important bypass when the Belden
Hill tunnel, northeast of Binghamton was being repaired and
enlarged. All D&H north-south traffic out of Binghamton
operated via Jefferson Junction. The move required two pull
moves: one at Binghamton and one at Jeff Junction.

it 224

A rail trail today, but back in 1985 the JN Puller set is tied onto a train pulling it past the road power at

Jefferson Junction. The train is seen approaching the bridge over Starrucca Creek in Stevens Point,
PA. Photo by Dave Deyo, Sam Botts collection.

This meant that the locomotive never needed to be uncoupled
from the train and ensured fast turnaround times at a railway
station terminus. Alternatively, a push-pull train, especially a
long one, may have a locomotive on each end so that there is
always one locomotive pushing and one locomotive pulling.

The Belden Hill tunnel reopened January 31, 1986 and the
D&H go-around was no longer needed and eventually
closed. The Belden Hill tunnel has a fascinating history and
will be covered in our next newsletter.

Thanks to the Susquehanna Valley Railway Historical Society
for inspiring this article; photos were from their newsletter
The Feedwater Heater. We can forward a copy if you call or
email the office.



Trail Ambassadors Meetings Set

Spring Trail Events

our events, and our organization. They are familiar with the area

and can answer questions about the trail, suggest places to stay
or eat, etc. They will assist with a trail survey later in the summer. Two
training sessions are available: Wednesday, May 29th 2—3:30 PM or
Thursday evening May 30th 6-7:30 PM. Anyone (who hasn’t contacted
us already) interested in being a trail ambassador, please call or email
the office.

Ambassadors are frequent trail users who will promote the trail,

Bike to Table Bike Celebration

60 participants. With repairs made to the ramp that connects

Frank’s Place, Simpson to the D&H Rail-Trail, it was the perfect
place to bike followed by a great meal with music by Jim Carro. Chenango
Point Cycles was on hand with a couple of demo e-bikes and did a clinic
about changing flats. The rain held off, and everyone had a great time.

Asuccessful day to celebrate hiking took place on May 4th with over

Membership Renewal Form

hile out on a Walking Monday with everyone, we
erntured from Buck Falls to the “dip” in Melrose. We

were so present to spring. It seemed as if we were walk-
ing in a rainforest. It was a dewy kind of day and the birds, so
many birds were singing and preparing for the arrival of the little
ones. The tree canopy with the giant boulders covered in moss
took away the humidity feeling of the weather. Everything was
so green, so alive. What a great opportunity to be able to get out
and experience renewed life and nature. As we walked to our
cars we were rejuvenated, happy, and grateful for this simple,
yet abundant experience. Nature is amazing, don’t miss it!

Walking Mondays, 10 am, meeting at the Union Dale Trailhead

Full Moon Walks, starting times and locations vary (June 21,
Strawberry Moon, July 21, Buck Moon, August 19th, Sturgeon
Moon). 5 participants need to be registered.

Biking Wednesdays, starting times and locations vary, every
Wednesday evening

Pop up Walks and Hikes, watch for Facebook and Instagram
posts.

Mountain/Gravel Bike rides, TBA Starting in Ararat and riding to
Luciana Park in Lanesboro.

Special Events: Montrose Area Adult School is having its final
hiking event with a Hike to Buck Falls, June 20th, 10 am.
Meeting at Little Ireland Road Trailhead. Register at www.
montroseadultschool.org.

Ride for St. Joseph’s Center, July 10th, 5:30 Simpson-Forest
City, afterward nosh at Frank’s. Donation to St. Joseph’s Center.

For all events please pre-register with cindy.nepatrails@gmail.
com or call 570-679-9300.

Please call or email the office if you no longer want to

receive our newsletter.

Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires.

[ Lifetime/Founding $500
[J Patron/Sponsor $250

[ I'am available for trail cleanups.
] Call me to discuss a corporate donation.

[J Club/Organization $100 [ I am interested in the Trail Ambassador Program.

(] Family $40 ] Send me a brochure.

[ Individual $25 ] I'am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project
[J Senior/Student $20 [ I 'am enclosing a donation for the wishlist to be used for

NAME PHONE NUMBER

STREET ADDRESS E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.0. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: nepatrails@gmail.com



Jerry Schwartzrauber, Archbald, PA
Michael Senio, Scott Twp, PA

Susan Shontz, Scranton, PA

Gail Sickles, Dalton, PA

Edmund R Skarbez, Browndale, PA

Len Sowinski, Scott Twp, PA

David Sutton, Honesdale, PA

John Thomas, Dickson City, PA

Gary & Denise Treven, Bloomsburg, PA
Bill & Marie Waerhouse, Olyphant, PA
Rick Wagner, Carbondale, PA

Michael & Sharron Wallace, Scranton, PA
Donald & Roberta Whitney, Edmond, OK
Laurie Graham & Larry Wilson, Clifford Twp, PA
Viktoria Wood, Pipersville, PA

Karen Wyandt & Family, Union Dale, PA
Bob & Maggie Young, Madison Twp, PA
Janelle Zigon, Vandling, PA

DONATIONS

Cahboose Restoration Donations

R. D. Boisvert, Mine Hill, NJ

Frank & Donna Prybeck, Susquehanna, PA
Edmund R Skarbez, Browndale, PA

Memorial Donations

In Memory of Willard Sickles
Gail Sickles, Dalton, PA

In Memory of Peter Wood
Viktoria Wood, Pipersville, PA

Wish List Donations

R. D. Boisvert, Mine Hill, NJ

Brian Gilboy, Jefferson Twp, PA
Bernice Lukus & Family, Vandling, PA
Colleen MacDaniel, Thornhurst, PA
Denise Marcel, Pleasant Mount, PA
Roy & Vee Pauli, Scranton, PA
Viktoria Wood, Pipersville, PA

Other General Donations

Edwin Baker, Cortland, NY

Farrar Family, Clifford Twp, PA

Thomas Komarek, Greentown, PA

Thelma Lowry & Family, Clifford Twp, PA
Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA

United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley, Inc
Melanie Urdang, Union Dale, PA

Spring Cleanups!

ot only has nature been preparing for summer, so have we. Maintenance and upkeep are a priority.

Maintenance is expensive and not really in the forefront for everyone but it makes a huge difference...

for without your contributions, our maintenance crew, and the stewards of the trail, volunteers
committed to caring and repairing every section of 38 miles, the trail would not look as good as it does.

Al

i

e DTM sent a crew to Stevens
Point to install a kiosk that will
soon display a trail map and a
historical sign about the area.
The crew also cleared the trail of
downed trees and limbs, north
and south, so mowing and brush
hogging can take place.

e Forest City Regional School
Watershed Group cleaned the
trail off SR 171, which always
seems to accumulate trash from
the highway.

WE ARE READY FOR YOU TO ENJOY THE TRAIL!

e Friends of the Starrucca Creek:

e a

A large group of volunteers
cleaned up the area around
Stevens Point. The clearing of
brush across from the trailhead
was very noticeable exposing the
beautiful rock faces and cliffs.
FSC also cleaned out the
Starrucca Creek of construction
debris, left behind by contrac-
tors working on state route
bridges. What a shame, this
mess was left to float down-
stream.
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e Trail Stewards: Skilled
volunteers, especially Chuck
Culnane and Jeff Wheeler have
removed downed trees, repaired
many fences /gates and have
installed a bench. We are so
lucky to have dedicated
volunteers who pay attention to
details and make noticeable
improvements to the tralil.

Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.0. Box 32

Union Dale PA 18470
nepatrails@gmail.com

Your membership renewal date is to the right

of your name on the mailing label,

highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is

the mailing date. Memberships for all

receiving electronic newsletters will expire

on December 31.
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