
A Tribute to Nancy Ross

On October 27, 2024, our community lost a 
tireless advocate who touched many lives, 
especially the friends and supporters of the D&H 

Rail-Trail. 

In 1990, Nancy volunteered for the Lackawanna 
County Rails to Trails Task Force to inventory and 
assess old railroad right-of-ways for possible 
development into trails. The study was initiated by the 
National Park Service. Nancy volunteered as 
chairperson for a core group that studied the D&H and 
O&W rail-beds. Both received the highest grades for 
potential development into trails. This was the start of 
Nancy’s most important environmental contribution 
and the birth of the D&H Rail Trail. 

In April 1991 Rail-Trail Council was incorporated and Nancy Ross was appointed president. She 
was instrumental in RTC receiving the first Transportation Enhancement grant to help purchase 
the D&H Railbed. This began her tireless work to recruit members, find board appointees, 
organize cleanups and most importantly, fund-raise. Nancy became chair of fund-raising and 
membership committees and was known for acquiring countless donations, large and small. 
Whether addressing the CEO of a large company or the local farmer, her integrity was obvious. 
She had the unique qualities of kindness and assertiveness which created many partnerships 
over the years. It was never about Nancy’s agenda; it was about the quality of life in the broader 
community. Her annual Octoberfest brunches were legendary. No one left this fund-raiser 
without signing up for a Rail-Trail event, considering a board position or making a monetary 
donation. 

Nancy’s contributions to, what is now, one of the premiere trail systems in NEPA is hard to 
measure. She has attended countless trail symposiums, meetings, seminars, trail cleanups and 
trail events. She was an ambassador, volunteer, and advocate. She was instrumental in the 
purchase of RTC headquarters/Cable’s Store, which provided RTC an office on the trail while 
saving an historic building. The energy and passion she brought to RTC keeps its momentum 
moving forward. 

Even before her work with rail-trail, Nancy was known locally as an environmental steward.  
In July of 1987 the Milos Landfill in Ararat Township was shut down for environmental violations. 
A corporation from Islip, Long Island tried to purchase it to expand the current site and develop 
additional sites to contain garbage hauled from  
the NY area. Nancy organized a small group of 
concerned citizens to start a local Wayne/Susque-
hanna chapter of RESCUE (Return Environment to 
Susquehanna County Under Ecology). With the help 
of a local attorney, the group held meetings to 
educate the public about what was happening. It 
was a contentious time, and they were threatened 
to stop their activities. But they didn’t back down 
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NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS
Ayres Stone Post #5642 (VFW), Montrose, PA
Tim Bradley, Clifford Twp, PA
Jim & Pat Sanders, Honesdale, PA
DT Midstream, Inc, Detroit, MI 

PATRON SPONSORS
Anonymous
Dorrance & Susan Belin, Waverly, PA
Lynne Bott, Thompson, PA
Christine Chesnick, Endicott, NY
Edward J Fortuna, Taylor, PA
William W W Knapp, Cannonsburg, PA
Joe & Lynn Kovacic, Allison Park, PA
Fred & Myrna Lally, Nicholson, PA
Christophe & Suzanne Le Lan, Media, PA
Sarah Marquardt, Clarks Summit, PA
Erwin & Marta Van Zanten, Media, PA

NEW MEMBERS
Aram Balagyozyan, Wayne, NJ
Christopher J Baron, Vandling, PA
Jeff Burns, Clifford, PA
Lou & Rose Sebastianelli Cimini, Clarks Summit, 

PA
Albert R Crawford, Bridgeport, PA
Mary Ann Curtis, Waymart, PA
Zaida Dishy, Union Dale, PA
George & Mary Ann Flores, Union Dale, PA
Burd & Shannon Furman, Windsor, NY
David Gorman, Honesdale, PA
Joe Guman, S Canaan, PA
Ellie Hyde, North Abington Twp, PA
Michael T Kane, Clarks Summit, PA
Giana Krehel, Honesdale, PA
Christopher Lake, Jackson, PA
Christophe & Suzanne Le Lan, Media, PA
Lisa Leshner, Thompson, PA
Lori Lucchesi, Browndale, PA
Jeff MacDonald, New Milford, PA
Tom Malinchak, Greenfield Twp, PA
Joe Mazzoni, Sr, Peckville, PA
Tammy Mancuso, Clifford Twp, PA
Sheila O’Brien, Dunmore, PA
Norma Orner, Montrose, PA
Patti Peltz, Montrose, PA
John L Perry, Hallstead, PA
Rachel Poole, Robbinsville, NJ
Rosann Schreiber, Scranton, PA
David & Lisa Wallace, Archbald, PA
Pamela Watkinson, Flemington, NJ
George Watson, Scranton, PA
George Boudman & Christine Weigand, Lake 

Ariel, PA
Dan & Phyllis Wells, Nicholson, PA
Michael Wilk, Roaring Brook Twp, PA

RENEWING MEMBERS
Joseph Adornato, Susquehanna, PA
R. Anthony & Linda Baroni, New Milford, PA
Jon Bauer, Rose Valley, PA
Lawrence & Susan Blumberg, Johnson City, NY
Marian Borick, Herrick Center, PA
Mary Lynn Brannon, Carbondale, PA
Roberta Brentano, Scranton, PA
Jon C Burdick, Susquehanna, PA
William V Burke, Moscow, PA
Ivan, Elaine, & Scott Burman, Thompson, PA
Bruce Campbell, Lancaster, PA
Norma Chacona, Susquehanna, PA
Ronald Conlan, Hallstead, PA
Owen Conaghan, Clifford Twp, PA
Nicholas Cost, Forest City, PA
Thomas M & M Ellen Cullen, Oxford, PA
Alfred DeFeo, Starlight, PA
John & Lisa Demark, Vandling, PA
Mark Dorish, Simpson, PA
Dennis Favello, Union Dale, PA
Bill & Barbara Feduchak, Blakely, PA
Bill Glavich, Jefferson Twp, PA
Chet & Carolyn Harhut, Greenfield Twp, PA
John Harvey, PhD, Bethany, PA
John & Elizabeth Hawley, Montrose, PA
Don & Jan Herr, Elmhurst Twp, PA
Art & Sheila Inden, Wilmington, DE
Charles E James, Susquehanna, PA
John, Fred, & Linda Jimenez, Hampton, NJ
Peggy Jordan, Union Dale, PA
Ed Juersivich, Union Dale, PA
Robert & Sarah Keating, Clifford Twp, PA
Ernie Keller, Clarks Sumit, PA
Ken & Sandi Kirschner, Wynnewood, PA
Bobbye L Kopec, Archbald, PA
Mary Kovaleski, Richmondale, PA
Darrin & Heather Larkin, Clifford Twp, PA
George & Linda Leber, Thompson, PA
Scott Leet, Honesdale, PA
Gary Lippi, Carbondale, PA

DECEMBER 19
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

JANUARY 23
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

FEBRUARY 27
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

C A L E N D A R



This is the story of the rise of a gifted business leader, Leonor F. Loree, at the turn of the 20th 
century. Displaying his mettle in a variety of ever-increasing responsible positions Loree steadily 
advanced up the corporate ladder with the nation’s premier railroad, the Pennsylvania 

Railroad (Pennsy). His abilities caught the attention of Pennsy President Alexander J. Cassatt, and 
later Edward H. Harriman, who served as a board member of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad while 
Loree served as president of that road.

Business enterprises throughout the history of the United States sought to realize competitive 
advantage over other enterprises serving similar if not the same markets. This has been a crucial 
characteristic of the transportation industry and in particular, the railroad companies from their 
earliest days. In the late 19th century, this search for competitive advantage, known as establishing 
“communities of interest,” took the form of purchasing control of a competitor and placing a 
managerial executive on the board of that company. In this way, competing roads’ activities could be 
influenced and at the same time avoid continuing the chaos that plagued the rail marketplace at the 
time. One important practitioner of the community of interest concept was Alexander Cassatt, 
president of the Pennsylvania Railroad. One feature of Cassatt’s implementation of the Community of 
Interest involved promoting one of his junior executives, in this case, Leonor Loree, over the heads of 
several seasoned executives of long-service and placing him in the presidency of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad (B&O). The Pennsy had just gained control of the B&O, which had been a disruptive 
influence in the competition for freight traffic in the eastern region of the US. The Pennsy purchased 
control of the B&O specifically to eliminate its influence on freight rates. By placing Loree in the 
presidency of the B&O, Cassatt, perhaps inadvertently, inaugurated one of the most colorful and long-
lasting of railroad careers.

Loree proved to be a creative and competent leader, who, once given the opportunity, by the likes of 
Harriman and Cassatt, was able to guide his enterprise to greater heights. He proved remarkably able 
in leading the Delaware and Hudson Railroad, of which he was president from 1907 to 1938, through 
the challenges of labor conflict, corporate mergers, technology development, and innovations in 
motive power. Loree eventually was recognized by Railway Age, a prominent rail trade journal, as one 
of the 16 most respected and admired railroaders of the twentieth century.

Peter H. Grant

Peter has written numerous articles for our history page. He published this book recently and is available 
on Amazon.

Biography of Leonor Loree, 
President of the Delaware & Hudson Railroad

Patty Richter & Ceasar Madrid, Waymart, PA
Bill Maitland, Jr, Lenoxville, PA
Sandra Major, Brackney, PA
Michael McCambridge, Thornhurst, PA
Sally McGrath, Kingsley, PA
Charles & Mary Mead, Montrose, PA
Millett Real Estate, Scranton, PA
Mary Nemes & Jill Moran, Bethlehem, PA
John Morris, Simpson, PA
Violet Mucic, Forest City, PA
Mario Naticchi, Archbald, PA
Mike Natishak, Apalachin, NY
Michael & Joyce Petronchak, Jr, Eynon, PA
Ann Marie Pettinato, Carbondale, PA
Chris Pezak, Fell Twp, PA
Carl E Rehkop, Clifford Twp, PA
Mr & Mrs Fred Rose, S Abington Twp, PA
Katrina Scott, Union Dale, PA
Kathy & Bob Shostek, Clifford Twp, PA 
Mark Silow & Amy Slater, Philadelphia, PA
Ginny and Brian Todd Smith, Montrose, PA
Joanne & Charles Stetz, Waverly Twp, PA
Matthew A & Rachel R Swierzewski, Sellersville, 

PA 
Carol Sherwood & Lewis Trelease, Windsor, NY
Urban Family, Union Dale, PA
Peter & Denise Vauter, Forest City, PA
Fred Wenz, Ambler, PA
Walter West, Warrington, PA
David Wilcox, Montrose, PA
Sharon Wunner, Bear Creek Twp, PA
Howard Zendle, Vestal, NY
Janelle Zigon, Vandling, PA

DONATIONS
Caboose Restoration Donations 
Rebecca Bennett, Montrose, PA
Gary Lippi, Carbondale, PA 
Howard Zendle, Vestal, NY

Memorial Donations

In Memory of Jeff Fleming 
Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA

In Memory of Nancy Ross
Dorrance & Susan Belin, Waverly, PA
Richard Chesi & Kathy Bertolino, Union Dale, PA
F Warren Breig, Jr, Dalton, PA
Bob & Ethel Breuche, Clarks Summit, PA
Rich & Ann Brunori, Union Dale, PA
Will & Kathryn Chamberlin, Jr, N Abington Twp, 

PA
Lynn Conrad, Clifford Twp, PA
Dennis Favello, Union Dale, PA
Mary Felley, Jenkintown, PA
Rich & Jean Giavedoni, Thompson, PA
Kathleen Graff, Clarks Summit, PA
JoAnn Hall, Clifford Twp, PA
Ellie Hyde, North Abington Twp, PA
Tom & Fafi Karam, Waverly, PA
Don & Karyn Kintzer, Orinda, CA
Sarah Marquardt, Clarks Summit, PA
Deb McNamara, Union Dale, PA
Roy & Joann Morsch, Starlight, PA
NEP Sno-Trails Inc, Forest City, PA
Peter Quigg, Montrose, PA
Cathy Stevens, Doylestown, PA
Meg Suraci, Fayetteville, NC
The Ross Family Foundation, Waverly Twp, PA
Karen Wyandt, Union Dale, PA

Other General Donations
Patricia Fox, N Abington Twp, PA
John Harvey, PhD, Bethany, PA
Ed Juersivich, Union Dale, PA
Giana Krehel, Honesdale, PA
Michael McCambridge, Thornhurst, PA
Nancy Ross, Union Dale, PA
Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA
Dr Douglas & Margaret Sheldon, Thompson, PA
Mark Silow & Amy Slater, Philadelphia, PA
Larry Trygar, Roaring Brook, PA
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley, Inc
Pamela Watkinson, Flemington, NJ
Ray Wengrsen, Plymouth, PA

Wish List Donations
Walter West, Warrington, PA

Capital Campaign Donations
Edward Ameika, Duryea, PA
Anonymous
Alan & Peggy Armstrong, Jermyn, PA
Harry Aumack, Keyport, NJ
R. Anthony & Linda Baroni, New Milford, PA
Jack Burcher & Bonnie Beers, Honesdale, PA
Ray & Joan Best, Ipswich, MA
Michael Bischak, Simpson, PA
Lynne Bott, Thompson, PA
Tim Bradley, Clifford Twp, PA
F Warren Breig Jr, Dalton, PA
Brian T Kelly CPA & Associates, LLC
Rich & Ann Brunori, Union Dale, PA
William V Burke, Moscow, PA
William & Kathryn Chamberlin, North Abington 

Twp, PA
Kathy Bertolino & Rich Chesi, Union Dale, PA
Christine Chesnick, Endicott, NY
Brian Churi, Jefferson Twp, PA
John Coleman, Jermyn, PA
Owen Conaghan, Clifford Twp, PA
Barb Connor, Union Dale, PA
Carol B Davis, Jermyn, PA
DT Midstream, Inc, Detroit, MI
Dupli Craft Printing Inc, Scranton, PA
Fabcor Inc, Jessup, PA
Jim Fitzsimmons, Forest City, PA
Edward J Fortuna, Taylor, PA
Jerry & Kathy Franceski, Union Dale, PA



Membership Renewal Form
Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires. 
n Lifetime/Founding $500	 n I am available for trail cleanups.	  
n Patron/Sponsor $250	 n Call me to discuss a corporate donation.	
n Club/Organization $100	 n I am interested in the Trail Ambassador Program.
n Family $40	 n Send me a brochure. 
n Individual $25 	 n I am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project
n Senior/Student $20	 n I am enclosing a donation for the wishlist to be used for

N A M E 	 P H O N E  N U M B E R

S T R E E T  A D D R E S S 	 E - M A I L  A D D R E S S

C I T Y 	 S T A T E 	 Z I P

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA  
P.O. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: nepatrails@gmail.com

What’s New on the D&H
•	 Trail construction began this fall in Thompson with tree clearing 

and ditch cleanouts. Leeward Construction will be back in the 
spring for the 3-mile project from Main Street north.

•	 We are working with PennDOT to get our construction docs 
ready to go out to bid for the 4+ mile trail section from 
Stevens Point to south of Melrose Road.

•	 Design and engineering have begun on the 5-mile Ararat to 
Thompson trail section. We intend to apply for construction 
funds soon.

•	 PEMA funds have been requested to deal with numerous 
areas where the trail was damaged during Tropical Storm 
Debby in August.

Winter Here We Come

Biking season may be suspended for a couple of months, but 
there is always something to do on the Trail. We are still 
enjoying Walking Mondays, every Monday at 10 am, with a 

hardy group of walkers, and we love to see new faces. Some are 
anxiously awaiting the winter and hoping to get a good amount of 
snow this season. As we move into winter months we will continue 
with outdoor activities, there will be pop-up hikes, and hopefully 
XC skiing and snowshoeing. We have snowshoes available to 
borrow and Chet’s Place has XC ski equipment for rent.

You can check out our website at www.neparailtrails.org/events and 
Facebook page at Rail-Trail Council for more information about our 
events. Please pre-register for any, and all events by calling 
570-679-9300 X201 or email cindy.nepatrails@gmail.com.

Winter Solstice Event: Saturday, December 21, 6 PM 
Carbondale splash pad area behind the Ben-Mar. Walk along a 
candle-lit trail. Hot chocolate, stories by the Carbondale Library, 
and a short Christmas film to follow at the Carbondale Chamber 
of Commerce.

Please call or email the office if you no longer want to 
receive our newsletter.



ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Permit No. 4
Forest City PA

Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.O. Box 32
Union Dale PA 18470 
nepatrails@gmail.com
Address Correction Requested

WHEN DOES MY MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE?
Your membership renewal date is to the right 
of your name on the mailing label, 
highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is 
the mailing date. Memberships for all 
receiving electronic newsletters will expire 
on December 31.

Beth Gallagher, Scranton, PA
Kevin Gates, Hallstead, PA
Steve Goscinsky, Ringoes, NJ
Judy Gretzula, Carbondale, PA
Grimm Construction, Inc, Waymart, PA
Grant & Sharon Gutkowski, Linden, NJ
David Haase, Brooklyn, NY
JoAnn Hall, Clifford Twp, PA
Susan Hall, Union Dale, PA
John & Elizabeth Hawley, Montrose, PA
Leonard J Karpinski, Mountaintop, PA 
Joe & Mary Kluck, Simpson, PA 
William W W Knapp, Canonsburg, PA
Joe & Lynn Kovacic, Allison Park, PA
Bert Prohaska & Dr Emilie Kudela, Binghamton, NY
Fred & Myrna Lally, Nicholson, PA
Ken Lass, Brackney, PA
Christophe & Suzanne Le Lan, Media, PA
Eric & Mary Anne Linde, Honesdale, PA
Thomas & Susan Lucenti, Montrose, PA
Bernice Lukus, Vandling, PA
Gail Mardfin, Santa Rosa, CA
Karl & Karen Matoushek, Waymart, PA
Vic & Sharon Milani, Dickson City, PA
Mike Morosky, McLean, VA
Thomas J Murphy, Windsor, NY
Janet Murray, Thompson, PA
Nina Nesky, New Milford, PA
Roy & Vee Pauli, Scranton, PA
Frank & Donna Prybeck, Susquehanna, PA
Mike & Kim Quinn, Richmondale, PA
Tony & Jane Quinn, Waverly, PA
Fred Romich, Jr, Adamstown, PA
Lou Rosetti, Archbald, PA
Ron & Chris Ryczak, Mayfield, PA
Jim & Pat Sanders, Honesdale, PA
Susan W Shontz, Scranton, PA
Gail Sickles, Dalton, PA
Virginia Smith, Montrose, PA
Richard Snead, Phoenixville, PA 
Roger & Maryanne Steedle, Union Dale, PA 
William & Dawn Steele, Nicholson, PA
Joe & Kathy Sterchak, Collegeville, PA
Matthew A & Rachel R Swierzewski, Sellersville, PA
The Ross Family Foundation, Waverly Twp, PA
Jerome Thier, Dalton, PA
Drew Tomasko, Oreland, PA
Richard & Ann Marie Utegg, Vandling, PA
Erwin & Marta VanZanten, Media, PA
Jane Varcoe, Waymart, PA
Village of Four Seasons Association, Inc, Union 

Dale, PA
David & Lisa Wallace, Archbald, PA
Mary Weaver, Susquehanna, PA 
Robert Welte, Windsor, NY
Thomas & Susan Williams, S Abington, PA
Karen Wyandt, Union Dale, PA
Bob & Maggie Young, Madison Twp, PA
Albert & Shirley Zedar, Honesdale, PA
Louis & Patricia Zefran, Forest City, PA

and in 1988 they successfully defeated the 
purchase. It was a monumental effort by a 
small group of determined people, which 
defeated a powerful company. 

In June 2002 the American Hiking Society 
designated Nancy “Volunteer of the year.” 
The award recognizes the true spirit of the 
trail community–the volunteer. But she also 
has a rich volunteer history outside the trail 
community. For over 10 years she delivered 
nutritious food and friendly conversation to 
seniors as a driver with Meals on Wheels. 
She was a major supporter of the United Way 
of Susquehanna County. She was a founding 
member of the Mountain View Garden Club 
and started many local gardens with plants 
donated from her own gardens. Most 
importantly, she used her wisdom and 
experience as a psychologist to help 
survivors of domestic and sexual violence as 
a volunteer at the Women’s Resource 
Center. For over 25 years she provided 
weekly group counseling, which touched the 
lives of countless women. 

In 2019 Nancy was honored by the Butternut 
Gallery as one of the “Remarkable Among 
US.” The exhibit featured 15 women from 
Susquehanna County who had been a 
significant and delightful force within our 
county. 

In 2020 Nancy was honored with the 
Thomas P. Shelbourne Award from the 
Pennsylvania Environmental Council. The 
award recognizes lifetime achievements 
through inspirational leadership and 
commitment to partnering for environmental 
causes. 

For the past three years, she had 
volunteered at a local drug and alcohol rehab 
facility, providing counseling for clients who 
sought to recover from their addiction. 

Nancy always set the bar high and was truly 
respected and admired. 

A memorial service for Nancy will be held on 
the trail in the Spring of 2025. The Rail-Trail 
Council will honor her tireless dedication and 
commitment to the trail and the community. 

A Tribute to Nancy Ross, continued from front page


