
Dear Friends of the Trail,

I get so excited to see you out on the trail, getting in bike 
rides, hikes, and walks with family and friends. Keep moving, 
stay healthy! Thankfully, we have experienced increased trail 

use, memberships, and volunteers. With the momentum 
gained, we want to get this trail finished. I have been working 
on grants to fund trail projects on this trail for over 30 years. 
Little by little we raise the matching funds needed while 
keeping up with the maintenance costs. As you may realize, 
the area and trail sustained much damage from the latest 
storm on August 9th and it seems that violent storms are the 
norm anymore. Our September D&H Virtual Challenge helps to 
raise money for trail maintenance—shoulder and trailhead 
mowing, brush hogging unimproved sections, removing 
downed trees and brush, and now fixing numerous washouts. 
Challenge yourself to be more active and explore all parts of 
our trail!

To get the trail completed, we will in early September mail out 
our capital campaign—Restoring Historic Pathways. Those 
who know me and have been following our progress over the 
years, realize that the history of the D&H Railroad, and our 
anthracite heritage, have been a focus for the Council with 
historical newsletter articles and historical signage (19 
installed). So, our Campaign slogan is perfect! Our last 
campaign was in 2016, and you’ll read about all that was 
accomplished in those eight years. We have various trail 
projects ready to get underway with grants. We just need to 
raise the match, without depleting our coffers. 

Your generous support will allow us to build upon the 
momentum we’ve gained and continue to develop the trail 
system in our region. Your contribution, in any amount, is 
deeply appreciated and will help us achieve our goals.  
Watch your mail in early September for our Campaign 
materials! Let’s get this done, so I can retire again…

Grateful for your support and enthusiasm, 
Lynn M. Conrad, Executive Director

The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.
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The Jefferson Branch of the Erie Railroad (now D&H Rail-Trail) connected to the mainline of the Erie Railroad as it 
came across the Starrucca Viaduct. From there it went through Susquehanna Depot and on to Binghamton. 
Both Erie and D&H trains took this route from 1870 on. Trains traveled over the Albany and Susquehanna 

Railroad from Binghamton to upstate NY. The A&S Railroad had to conquer a large impediment in eastern Broome 
County—Belden Hill. In Jim Shaughnessy’s Delaware and Hudson book (1967) he wrote “Rugged conditions, the 
need for boring a 2260-foot tunnel under Belden Hill and a scarcity of labor delayed the completion of the final 22 
miles from Harpursville to Binghamton, but the last rail was finally laid appropriately, on the last day of 1868.  
Twelve days later a gala excursion rolled from Albany to Binghamton for the customary ceremonies and banquet.”

At that time, the Erie Railroad was being run by Jay Gould, one of the most notorious financial manipulators ever seen 
in the railroad industry. Gould saw many advantages in acquiring the A&S, the prime one being access to the vast 
markets in New England. Failing at a takeover through business channels, Gould ordered several hundred Erie 
railroad men to seize the Albany-Binghamton line by force. The effort resulted in the famous 3-day “Fight at the 
Tunnel” at Belden Hill in August 1869. A&S forces confronted the Eriemen in what some observers of the time called 
a general melee involving men using fists, clubs, rocks tools, and a few firearms. No one was killed, but the New York 
State Militia was called to keep order and a NY State judge soon ruled that the Erie had no right to claim the railroad.

The A&S people were so unnerved about the takeover attempt that they sought a new operator to lease the line.  
The D&H Canal Company, a long-established hauler of coal and other commodities in northeastern Pennsylvania, 
became the new party to run the A&S with a 99-year lease. The D&H later bought out the entire A&S interests and 
retained the line until bought out by Canadian-Pacific in the late 1990’s.

Over the years, the tunnel needed repairs and enlargement. A wooden door was installed early on to keep warm air in 
and stop icicles on the ceiling and ice on the tracks. It was first enlarged in 1941–2 and closed in July of 1985 for 
major alterations. The tunnel was widened, the ceiling was raised and the railbed lowered. These expansions would 
allow the railroad to haul high-and-wides, as triple-decker auto carriers and other industrial loads. Also, a remotely 
controlled ‘garage door’ was installed on the south end. The tunnel re-opened at the end of December 1985 and an 
excursion train celebrated the re-opening on January 31, 1986. As re-routed traffic no longer needed to go through 
Jefferson Junction, the northern D&H from Stevens Point to the NY border was abandoned and the track was 
removed. Note that the RT Council purchased this 6-mile section of D&H from Canadian Pacific around 1997.

Thanks to the Susquehanna Valley Railway Historical Society.

The Belden Hill 
Tunnel
Jefferson Junction, Part 3

PATRON SPONSORS
William & Kathryn Chamberlin, North 

Abington Twp, PA
Thomas Roe, Clarks Summit, PA

NEW MEMBERS
Shana Beach, Baltimore, MD
Richard Burdick, South Gibson, PA
James Durham, Haverford, PA
Kat Everett, Greenfield Twp, PA
James Halbert, Jefferson Twp, PA
Kathleen Haley & Family, Brackney, PA
Peter & Romaine Kobilsek, Union Dale, PA
Jack & Paula Lamberton, Waymart, PA
Roger & Anita Lee, Waymart, PA
Sarah Merrill, Columbia, MS
Judy Mitchell, Kingsley, PA
Reinhard Zuber, Honesdale, PA

RENEWING MEMBERS
Jim & Bobbi Achey, Union Dale, PA
Ed Ameika, Duryea, PA
Alan Armstrong, Jermyn, PA
Harry Aumack, Keyport, NJ 
Deb & Fran Barrett, Chester Springs, PA
Dr Sheila Cashin & David Banicky, Thompson, PA
Todd & Colleen Bobrovcan, Clifford Twp, PA
Keith & Theresa Buhl, Rahway, NJ
Teresa Calafut, Clifford Twp, PA
Richard & Marie Cochrane, Clarks Summit, PA
Paul Covert, Madison Twp, PA
John Cudo, Taylor, PA
Lisa Depew, Susquehanna, PA
Steven & Cindy Detwiler, Flat Rock, NC
Barbara Erhard, Roaring Brook Twp, PA
Diana Evans Slick, Clifford Twp, PA
Edward J Fortuna, Taylor, PA
Beth Gallagher, Scranton, PA
Kim & Shirley Griffiths, Clifford Twp, PA
Richard & Sandra Guman, Archbald, PA
Robert Handloff, Thompson, PA
Wayne & Joanne Harz, Pleasant Mount, PA
David Heim & Family, Hawley, PA
Dennis & Karen Holbrook, Montrose, PA
David & Carol Howell, N Abington Twp, PA
Erin Hubert, Clarks Summit, PA
Geoffrey Jones, Jessup, PA
Audrey Kase, Great Bend, PA
William A Kerl, Fell Twp, PA
Ralph Kirsch, Susquehanna, PA
Richard Kresock, Forest City, PA
Gretchen Ludders, Clarks Summit, PA
Gail Mardfin, Santa Rosa, CA
Steve & Connie McDonnell, Waverly, PA
John McKinnon, Scranton, PA
Jeffery Mead, Montrose, PA
Kurt Mohney, Binghamton, NY
Vic & Sharon Milani, Dickson City, PA
Howard & Mary Ellen Nusbaum, New York, NY
Vincent Pepe, Exeter, PA
Chrissy Phillips, Scott Twp, PA 18433
Mark & Joan Reading, Union Dale, PA
Kevin Rooney, Floral Park, NY
Robert & Terrilyn Segerstrom, Thompson, PA
John & Susan Sheerin, Peckville, PA
Gordon & Mary Ann Speights Young, Union 

Dale, PA
Dr Bill & Randa Sutch, Blue Bell, PA
Ed Taylor, Westbrook, ME
Dr David & Margaret Tomazic, Clifford Twp, PA
Richard Watson, Lakewood, PA
Judy Wells, Poyntelle, PA
Joseph & Debra White, Susquehanna, PA
Joanne Wilson, Jermyn, PA
Al & Patsy Zedar, Honesdale, PA

DONATIONS
Caboose Restoration Donations 
Keith & Theresa Buhl, Rahway, NJ
Robert & Terrilyn Segerstrom, Thompson, PA

Other General Donations
Anonymous
Rebecca Bennett, Montrose, PA
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Len Karpinski, Mountain Top, PA
Chrissy Phillips, Scott Twp, PA
Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley, Inc
Thomas & Susan Williams, South Abington Twp, PA

NEPA Gives Donations
Anonymous Donations (7)
Paula Roe-Prior, Thompson, PA
William Knapp, Canonsburg, PA
Lynn Conrad, Clifford Twp, PA
Matt Prior, Philadelphia, PA
Buster, Union Dale, PA
Kathy Bertolino & Rich Chesi, Union Dale, PA
Pat & Ursula Hobson, Philadelphia, PA
Karl Mousley, Harleysvile, PA
Thomas C Galiardo, Starrucca, PA
Steven Beautz, Union Dale, PA
Deb McNamara, Union Dale, PA
Sandee Ezman, Clarks Summit, PA
Edward Fortuna, Taylor, PA
Dona Warner/Jon Lash, Union Dale, PA
Barbara Erhard, Roaring Brook Twp, PA
Michael Hanlon, Waverly Twp, PA
Steve Weinberg, East Brunswick, NJ
Michael Burns, Throop, PA



Membership Renewal Form
Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires. 
n Lifetime/Founding $500	 n I am available for trail cleanups.	  
n Patron/Sponsor $250	 n Call me to discuss a corporate donation.	
n Club/Organization $100	 n I am interested in the Trail Ambassador Program.
n Family $40	 n Send me a brochure. 
n Individual $25 	 n I am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project
n Senior/Student $20	 n I am enclosing a donation for the wishlist to be used for

N A M E 	 P H O N E  N U M B E R

S T R E E T  A D D R E S S 	 E - M A I L  A D D R E S S

C I T Y 	 S T A T E 	 Z I P

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA  
P.O. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: nepatrails@gmail.com

Programs

Sure hope everyone is enjoying the summer…it was a good 
one! Fall with all its beauty is up next with lots of trail 
activities planned. September is not only PA’s Trail Month 

but also our “fun-raising” month. Get out and show your support 
for this wonderful amenity of improved trail that runs through  
so many of our communities in NEPA. You can bike, walk, run, 
it’s so good for you to get outdoors. It’s free HEALTH-CARE! 
Hope to see you on the trail!

We will kick off our Annual D&H Virtual Challenge, September’s 
month-long event to help raise monies for the maintenance of 
the trail. It is because of your participation, generosity and 
being stewards, that we can improve and maintain this beautiful 
trail. This year our goal is to raise $5000 with 250 trail users’ 
participation.

To participate you can register for $20 either by contacting our 
office, email or by going to http://getmeregistered.com/
DHVirtualChallenge. There will be our usual 40-mile, 20-mile, 
and new this year a 38-mile challenge to explore the entire 
D&H. Please encourage your friends and family to participate.

To wrap up the season we will be celebrating at Frank’s Place, 
Simpson on October 5. There will be a bike ride, a hike to 
Panthers at 10 am and lunch with music at Frank’s Place 
starting at 12:30 pm. Early bird cost is $25, registration after 
September 30 will be $30.

Trail Happenings…MARK YOUR CALENDERS!

WALKING MONDAYS
10 am. Meet at the Rail Trail Office in Union Dale.

BIKING WEDNESDAYS
August 28, 5:30 pm, Stevens Point Trailhead.

September 4, 11, 18, 5:00 pm, Simpson-Morse Ave Trailhead.

September 25, 5:00 pm, Stevens Point Trailhead.

FULL MOON WALKS
Luciana Park, Lanesboro.

September 17, 7:30 pm start. Full moon does not rise until 
10:34 pm.

October 17, 7:00 pm start.

MONTROSE AREA ADULT SCHOOL
In partnership with Rail Trail Council.  
Register at www.montroseadultschool.org

September 12, 10 am. Railway and Structure History of the 
Susquehanna Depot, led by Jon Burdick.

October 5, Walk in Penn’s Woods, with Jim Kessler and  
Jon Burdick, 10 am, Luciana Park, Lanesboro. Please register 
by emailing cindy.nepatrails@gmail.com.

October 17, 10 am Chapel of the Ruins. Discover a well-
preserved piece of history that helped fuel the Industrial 
Revolution. D&H Gravity Railroad, Plane #14 in Prompton, led 
by Atty. Scott Bennett.

Please call or email the office if you no longer want to 
receive our newsletter.
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WHEN DOES MY MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE?
Your membership renewal date is to the right 
of your name on the mailing label, 
highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is 
the mailing date. Memberships for all 
receiving electronic newsletters will expire 
on December 31.

Judy Wells, Poyntelle, PA
Janet Murray, Thompson, PA
William Hayes, Union Dale, PA
Mary Hayes, Union Dale, PA
Amy Horner Hanley, Arlington, VA
Jay Mallery, Vestal, NY
Katy Weidel, Ridgewood, NJ
Diane Turrell, DDH Design, Tunkhannock, PA
Valerie Pratt, Carbondale, PA
Gail Mardfin, Santa Rosa CA
Susan Lucenti, Montrose, PA
Hennie Van den Hengel, Springville, PA
Sandi Kirschner, Wilmington, DE
Ann Brunori, Union Dale, PA
Judy Gretzula, Carbondale, PA
Jack Prior, Tunkhannock, PA
Northeast Nephrology Associates, Dunmore, PA
Melanie Urdang, Union Dale, PA
C. Pesotine, Meshoppen, PA
Thomas Lucenti, Montrose, PA
Arnold Gordon, Wayne, PA
Joanie Roe, Malvern, PA
Chris Roe, Malvern, PA
JoAnn Hall, Clifford Twp, PA
Lynne Bott, Thompson, PA
JoAnn Ferguson, Union Dale, PA
Mary Beth Holmes, Fell Twp, PA
Ron Harting, Windsor, NY
Bob & Sue, Union Dale, PA
Ethel & Bob Breuche, Clarks Summit, PA
Fred & Mary Garm, Forest City, PA
Jim O’Pecko, Forest City, PA
Eric Anderson, Susquehanna, PA
Danielle Ader, Kingston, PA
Zachary Garm, Lansdale, PA
Jane Varcoe, Waymart, PA
Cait Prior, Philadelphia, PA
Daniel Grant, Waymart, PA
Gus Fahey, Scranton, PA
Geoffrey Jones, Jessup, PA
Prize Awarded for Most Unique Donors
Nina Evans, Tunkhannock, PA
Peter & Lyn Strickler, Malvern, PA
Patti Walker, Union Dale, PA
Barbara Connor, Union Dale, PA
Albert Chapacharis, Carbondale, PA
Debra Johnson, Clarks Summit, PA
Catherine Carter, Greenfield Twp, PA
Joan Muellerleile, Bexley, OH
Marie Allen, Scranton, PA
Lisa, Kingston, PA
Karen Wyandt, Union Dale, PA
David Janiec, Honesdale, PA
Don & Karyn Kintzer, Orinda, CA
Deborah Bates, Waymart, PA
Ben Harting, Harpursville, NY
Suzanne Mooney, Clarks Summit, PA
Patti Harting, Windsor, NY

Trail Cleanups

Thanks to DT Midstream volun-
teers for spending the day on the 
trail unearthing the old Starrucca 

Water Tower foundations, trimming 
overhanging trees and picking up 
brush. We appreciate their help.

Extraordinary volunteers, Chuck Culnane and Jeff Wheeler removed a  
tree wedged under the Buck’s ravine bridge. It took a lot of time, effort 
and muscle to get it out of there, saving the bridge that could have  

been lost or will be destroyed in another high-water event. They are famous 
for going above and beyond for our trail! Thanks!


