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The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.

PATRON SPONSORS
Zachary Garm, Lansdale, PA
Mary Hayes, Union Dale, PA
Richard Reif, Furlong, PA

NEW MEMBERS
Anne Boehringer, Jamison, PA
Dale Creighton, Doylestown, PA
Jennifer Frazier, Philadelphia, PA
Barbara Hebel, Perkasie, PA
Wayne Morgan, Dalton, PA
Richard Reif, Furlong, PA
Joseph Riolo & Family, Susquehanna, PA
Patricia Somers, Flourtown, PA
St Mary’s Russian Cemetery (Eugene 

Beautz), Binghamton, NY
Patrick & Ann Vadella, Carbondale, PA
Eleanor Wilson, Doylestown, PA

RENEWING MEMBERS
Carl Albright, Honesdale, PA
Robert & Jessica Aumack, Keyport, NJ
Senator Lisa Baker & Family, Dallas, PA
Roger C & Rosemary Baldwin, Park City, UT
Peter Baumann & Family, Susquehanna, PA
David & Linda Bernarsky, Vandling, PA
Peter & Carol Borick, Berwick, PA
Derek Burleigh, Harleysville, PA
James & Chrissy Canini, Susquehanna, PA
Joel Carpenter, Hopewell Junction, NY
Robert & Kathryn Chambers, Tenafly, NJ
Tom & Kathy Chesnick, Clifford Twp, PA
Chuck Culnane, Hallstead, PA
Dan Hurley & Judy Drucker, Syracuse, NY
Peter Franke, Souderton, PA
Patricia Franks-Evanish, Archbald, PA
Frugal Living LLC (Katie & Frank Cicilioni), 

Forest City, PA
Ed Giombetti, Jessup, PA
Stephen & Louise Guszick, Clifford Twp, PA
Bob & Cathy Guzzi, Dalton, PA
Wayne & Joanne Harz, Pleasant Mount, PA
Sarah Hine, Waymart, PA
Art & Sheila Inden, Wilmington, DE
William & Helan Kashuba, Factoryville, PA
Matthew A Kierstead, Marlboro, NY
Tim LaRue, Montrose, PA
Michael Levchak, Chester Springs, PA
Lewis Lake Association Inc, Union Dale, PA
James & Kathleen Mackenzie, Oxford, PA 
Richard Maiolatesi, Peckville, PA
Karen Makara, West Chester, PA
Lyndsey, Karl, & Karen Matoushek, 

Waymart, PA
Tom Morse & Family, Wurtsboro, NY
Victor Motts, Moscow, PA
Kathie Nevins, Forest City, PA
Jennifer Nieratko, Washington, DC
Evelyn Pantzar, Forest City, PA
Catherine Parsons, Simpson, PA
P John Paulson, CPA, Media, PA
Peter Quigg, Montrose, PA
Frank Ramiza, Exeter, PA
Tom & Sally Roberts, Clifford, PA
Joe Ruddy, Scranton, PA
Ron & Chris Ryczak, Mayfield, PA
Melvin Seely, Honesdale, PA
Bruce R Stephens, Montrose, PA
David J Sutton, Honesdale, PA
Bob Terpak, Harrisburg, PA
Robert M Tomaine, Greenfield Twp, PA
Michael John Yavorosky, Hop Bottom, PA

DONATIONS
Caboose Restoration Donations 
Ed Giombetti, Jessup, PA
Ron & Chris Ryczak, Mayfield, PA

Memorial Donations

In Memory of Sheryl Brownlow 
Anne Boehringer, Jamison, PA
Jim Brownlow, Vero Beach, FL
Dale Creighton, Doylestown, PA
Patricia Somers, Flourtown, PA
Eleanor Wilson, Doylestown, PA

Emergency Trail Repairs

In early August of 2024, Tropical Storm Debby damaged many areas of our D&H Rail-Trail. 
Many of our funds were used for repairs to Creek Road North and the Ararat wetland area. 
However, the trail and streambank at Jefferson Junction were severely eroded and are in 

danger of falling into the stream. We have been denied PEMA funding, as we do not provide a 
critical service. We did provide documentation that the trail has been used for emergency 
vehicles, as the parallel state route has been washed out and closed at other times. 
Stabilization is expensive and we are awaiting some possible funding.

These events remind us how important your membership dollars are to our organization. Trail 
maintenance is typically not funded with grants. It includes mowing the trail shoulder and 
trailhead, brush hogging unimproved trail sections, removing downed trees, checking drainage 
structures and removing obstructions, clearing the ditches of leaves, rolling and compacting 
the trail, and repairing fences and gates. Just to name a few on the 38 miles!

Please consider an extra donation for trail maintenance and encourage other trail users to 
become members. We truly appreciate all donations, large and small. 

FEBRUARY 27
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

MARCH 27
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

APRIL 24
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

C A L E N D A R
The Rail-Trail Council is looking for a few 
new board members! Do you know and 
use the trail? Do you want to see more 
improvements made? Attend a couple of 
board meetings and see what we are 
about. Or give Lynn a call for more details 
at 570-679-9300.



Hello everyone, we are the Carbondale 
Township Historical Society. We are a 
young organization having only formed in 

2022. I, Cody Gonsauls, am the founder of this 
historical society. I have been involved with 
other historical societies in the area for a few 
years and was encouraged to start one for our 
township. I always loved history and want to 
preserve our past while making the future for 
our community even better. We encompass a 

large area of coverage in our archives including but not limited to 
the Lackawanna, Pike, Wayne, and Luzerne counties, though our 
primary focus is our little neck of the woods Carbondale Township. 

The township was organized in 1831 after being a part of the 
Blakley and Greenfield Townships. Many of you have probably 
traveled through the township and have not realized it because it is 
Big. In mass, it consists of 13.8 square miles forming a horseshoe-
shape around the City of Carbondale. Our key sections of 
Carbondale Township are 1st the Village of Childs, 2nd the 
Bushwick (Bush) section, and 3rd the Whites Crossing /Salem 
Mountain section. Within each section, there is a great rich history 
waiting to be told. But collectively they all shared two main points: 
the railroad and mining history that built our area into its status 
symbol today.

The Village of Childs was believed to be first settled by the Meredith 
family. That being the son of Samuel Meredith (first U.S. treasurer) 
sometime in the 1820s. The village would later turn into a bustling 
railroad area when in 1890 the New York, Ontario and Western 
Railway opened the Scranton Division. It’s widely accepted that 
because of James Edmund Childs (O&W superintendent and big wig) 
who had ties to the area, Childs got its name. They set up their 
biggest yard on the Scranton Division right in Childs and their office 
was about where the current parking lot is next to Sheetz for the 
Lackawanna River Heritage Trail. The yard was kept busy until its 

demise in 1957 after years of financial troubles. Childs also houses 
the Meredith Hose Company which is named after Samuel Meredith.

The Bushwick or Bush section was named for its natural 
underdeveloped bushy/brush-like look. The Bush section housed 
Duffy’s Field which stored coal pile deposits for the Delaware and 
Hudson Railroad. The D&H picked this spot so that the Lower Valley 
coal mines could track their coal to Duffy’s Field for storage before 
being shipped over the mountains to market. These coal piles would 
today be across from what is now Besten’s Autobody down to Valley 
Lanes Bowling. It has always been known for its very tight-knit 
group of neighbors who are lively and outgoing.

And finally, the Village of Whites Crossing and Salem Mountain. It is 
likely named after the White family who owned large sections of the 
area when the D&H was developing their railroad to Honesdale. 
Many railroads crossed through this area, most notable are the first 
main slopes of the D&H Gravity Railroad. This early railroad carried 
the anthracite coal that sparked the Industrial Revolution. Whites 
Crossing also has the Whites Crossing Fire Department.

In conclusion, the next time you travel through one of these areas 
we hope you think of this article and all the amazing things yet to be 
uncovered in our area’s rich historical past. Currently, we are always 
accepting new items and stories for our archives, even letting us 
scan items into our archives is greatly appreciated. We share so 
much information in our interweb of other organizations and 
historical societies, even the smallest things help us in preserving 
local history. We do not currently have monthly meetings but 
hopefully, with more interest, we can start. Our top priority is to be 
established enough by 2031 to hold a 200th anniversary 
celebration dinner of the township. So, if you or anyone you know is 
interested in becoming a part, please reach out to us on Facebook 
@ Carbondale Township Pennsylvania Historical Society. Or you can 
reach us at carbondaletwppa@gmail.com. Thank you and have a 
safe and fun winter!

Meet Carbondale Township’s Historical Society 

O&W’s Mayfield Railway Yard, Childs, 1920’s.



Membership Renewal Form
Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires. 
n Lifetime/Founding $500	 n I am available for trail cleanups.	  
n Patron/Sponsor $250	 n Call me to discuss a corporate donation.	
n Club/Organization $100	 n I am interested in the Trail Ambassador Program.
n Family $40	 n Send me a brochure. 
n Individual $25 	 n I am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project
n Senior/Student $20	 n I am enclosing a donation for the wishlist to be used for

N A M E 	 P H O N E  N U M B E R

S T R E E T  A D D R E S S 	 E - M A I L  A D D R E S S

C I T Y 	 S T A T E 	 Z I P

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA  
P.O. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: nepatrails@gmail.com

Enjoying a Real Winter
After getting back from a Monday snowshoe hike, we all 
remarked how quiet everything was during our walk in fresh 
snow on the trail and in the woods. There’s a peace-filled 
silence that you really don’t experience in any other season.  
We encourage everyone to get out and experience winter. There 
is snowshoeing, XC skiing, and hiking, all guaranteed to be fun 
and warm. We have weekly activities planned, so please join us! 
AND don’t forget the sky! Whether you’re on the trail, or in your 
yard…look up! The stars are so bright and the planets are 
having a parade in the sky from January 21st through February 
21st. ENJOY! 

Walking Mondays  
10 am, meet at the Union Dale Trailhead.

Walking Lunches with Ann  
12 pm (M-Tu-Th-Fr), meet at the Union Dale Caboose.

Full Moon Walks  
Time-TBA, Luciana Park In Lanesboro, (5 people must be 
registered). February 12th: Snow Moon. March 14th: Worm 
Moon. April 12th: Pink Moon.

Snowshoeing, XC skiing Pop-ups  
Watch our Facebook page on Fridays for information.

Save the Dates
August 16–17. Endless Mountains Heritage Region is hosting a 
Hike on the D&H Rail-Trail, with an overnight stay for those 
interested. 

Please call or email the office if you no longer want to 
receive our newsletter.
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WHEN DOES MY MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE?
Your membership renewal date is to the right 
of your name on the mailing label, 
highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is 
the mailing date. Memberships for all 
receiving electronic newsletters will expire 
on December 31.

In Memory of Nancy Ross
Paul & Linda Bezek, Waymart, PA
Eva Christiansen, Midway, UT
Wayne & Sara Chudleigh, Union Dale, PA
Patricia Fox, Clarks Summit, PA
Carl & Nancy Harvatine, Thompson, PA
Ken & Sandi Kirschner, Wynnewood, PA
Nancy Kiss, Flourtown, PA
Marion Knight, Clifford Twp, PA
Sandra J Major, Brackney, PA
Ann Marie Noone, Union Dale, PA
Raymond James & Associates Inc, St 

Petersburg, FL
Larry & Celia Seigerman-Levit, New York, NY
Edmund & Pamela Watkinson, Flemington, NJ

Other General Donations
Peter Baumann & Family, Susquehanna, PA
Rebecca L Bennett, Montrose, PA
Richard Chesi & Kathy Bertolino, Union 

Dale, PA
Barbara Hebel, Perkasie, PA
Victor Motts, Moscow, PA
Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA
Mark Silow & Amy Slater, Philadelphia, PA
United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley, Inc
Patrick & Ann Vadella, Carbondale, PA

Wish List Donations
Dr. Glenn Czulada, Covington Twp, PA

Capital Campaign Donations
Frank Beardell, Wilmington, DE
Ray & Joan Best, Ipswich, MA
David Felley, La Grande, OR
Zachary Garm, Lansdale, PA
Mary Hayes, Union Dale, PA
Cathleen Mall, Waymart, PA
Pocono Whitewater/Biking (Paul Fogal), 

Jim Thorpe, PA
Dave & Mary Beth Raub, Susquehanna, PA
Mary Beth Redding, Pasadena, CA
Richard Reif, Furlong, PA
Tim Reilly, Larksville, PA
Rutledge Excavating, Inc, Equinunk, PA
Melvin & Geri Seely, Honesdale, PA
Sophie Seifert, Philadelphia, PA
Bob & Karen Taylor, Union Dale, PA
Ken Twiford, Lancaster, PA
Jon Villaume, Honesdale, PA

Survey Results

On Saturday, October 19th, D&H Rail-Trail 
ambassadors assisted in a trail user 
intercept survey from 11 AM- 3 PM at four 

different trailheads along the 38-mile trail. The 
survey used was recommended by the National 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy for rural trails, 
consisting of 22 questions. A total of 102 willing 
participants answered questions—70% were 
local (including the valley and Scranton) while 
30% were from out of the area. About 19% were 
first-time users, who found out about the trail 
online. Over one-third used the trail frequently 
from daily to 3–5 times per week. More than 
half were bikers, but many used the trail for 
multiple activities as running and/or walking. 
Most trail users spent more than one hour on 
the trail.

Of note, more than half of the users interviewed 
made purchases during the year of trail-related 
equipment (bikes, footwear, accessories) and 
spent a total of $74,000. Half of the trail users 
that day made purchases of meals, snacks or 
beverages totaling $1,500; many said they 
planned to purchase food after their ride or 

walk. Of the 102 trail users interviewed, 18 
stayed at least one overnight in the area to use 
the trail and visit other sites! The total spent on 
lodging was $1,970, or approximately $100 per 
user.

Of disappointment to the RT Council was that only 
19 of 102 trail users were members of the RTC.

Many users thought we were supported by the 
County (we are not) and did not realize we are a 
non-profit organization building and maintaining 
the 38-mile trail. We hope that our efforts to 
distribute brochures and membership forms will 
help us gain new support. Membership in the RT 
Council helps us to maintain the trail and match 
grants to improve more miles of trail. Please 
help us to spread the word and encourage 
membership donations. 


