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The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.

NEW LIFETIME MEMBER

Roger C & Rosemary Baldwin

NEW MEMBERS

Nancy Blood, Philadelphia, PA

Eleanor Boughner Axford, Charlotte, NC
Mark Dziubczynski, West Chester, PA
Morgan Evans, Newville, PA

Michael Imburgio, Linden, NJ

Brad Kurlancheek, Bear Creek, PA

Brenda & Robert Muiter, Susquehanna, PA
Keith Pierson, Honesdale, PA

Kirsten Slawson, Orinda, CA

RENEWING MEMBERS

Susan Anderson, Exeter, PA

Bruce & Eileen Baessler, Montrose, PA

Tom & Kim Baileys, Forest City, PA

Edwin Baker & Family, Cortland, NY

Ed & Carol Beautz, Union Dale, PA

Gerald & Carlyn Bell, Phoenixville, PA

Rena Bevilacqua, Archbald, PA

Joseph A Blaskiewicz, Honesdale, PA

Bob Boisvert & Family, Mine Hill, NJ

William V (Bill) Burke, Moscow, PA

Bill & Alice Burrell, Carbondale, PA

Ardy Callender, Thompson, PA

Stephen Campbell & Family, New Milford, PA

Tom & Carol Chesnick, Vandling, PA

Wayne & Sara Chudleigh, Union Dale, PA

Leonard & Rose Marie Coddington,
Dingmans Ferry, PA

Paul Covert, Tunkhannock, PA

Bob & Helen Dannecker, Owego, NY

Ruth E Davis, Susquehanna, PA

Tom DeMatteo, Roaring Brook Twp, PA

Paul Diamond, Honesdale, PA

Kim Dragwa, Browndale, PA

Jean L Fairfield, Thompson, PA

Mary Farley, Waymart, PA

Jim & Amy Fleming, Dalton, PA

Jeanne Frank, Clifford Twp, PA

Esther K Friedmann, Clarks Summit, PA

Matilda Gavalis, Union Dale, PA

Brian Gilboy, Jefferson Twp, PA

Michael & Bree Gillespie, Lancaster, PA

Joseph & Lynn Gluck, Susquehanna, PA

Jacki Hart & Marty Goodwin, New Milford, PA

Grant & Sharon Gutkowski, Linden, NJ

George & Susan Haff, Union Dale, PA

Wayne & Joanne Harz, Pleasant Mount, PA

Joyce Hatala, Fleetville, PA

Bill & Barbara Heller, Union Dale, PA

Beth Holmes, Fell Twp, PA

Erin Hubert, Clarks Summit, PA

Joe & Kay Jerin, Mayfield, PA

Jim Kasten, Hallstead, PA

Dominic Keating, Waverly, PA

David & Alice Kennedy, Covington Twp, PA

Rich Schnur & John Kessler, Afton, NY

Daniel Kimberley, Susquehanna, PA

Thomas Komarek, Greentown, PA

John Kukowski, Susquehanna, PA

Christopher Lake, Jackson, PA

Gary Lippi & Family, Carbondale Twp, PA

Eugene & Patricia Litz, Greenfield Twp, PA

Fran Graytock & Sharon Lubaszewski,
Union Dale, PA

Ken & Leslie Maas, Dalton, PA

Colleen MacDaniel, Thornhurst, PA

Mike & Barb McMonagle, Green Lane, PA

Keith Miller & Family, Trappe, PA

John Morris, Simpson, PA

Carol A Neary, Olyphant, PA

Greg & Vicki Otto, Hegins, PA

Edward & Gladys Pantzar, Vandling, PA

Roy & Vee Pauli, Scranton, PA

Raymond Poggensee, Carbondale, PA

Dan Pregnar, Scranton, PA

Will Putney, Union Dale, PA

Steve & Debbie Sanford, Union Dale, PA

Ronald A Schmidt, Scranton, PA

Jerry Schwarztrauber, Archbald, PA

Len Sowinski, Scott Twp, PA

Bob & Mary Tomaine, Fell Twp, PA

Gary & Denise Treven, Bloomsburg, PA

Anthony & Jan Tvaryanas, Union Dale, PA

Brian & Lora Urbas, Browndale, PA

Richard Utegg, Vandling, PA

John Vitovsky, Waymart, PA

Trail Construction: Thompson to Bucks

3-mile construction project has begun from Main Street (SR 171) in Thompson to the

south Bucks Falls ravine switchback. The trail is CLOSED in this section. The D&H Rail-

Trail construction project was awarded to Leeward Construction as the low bidder.
Construction started with tree and brush clearing this past fall. Silt sock was installed, and
work with heavy machinery is now underway. Construction should be completed in about 4
months, and we plan to have a ribbon-cutting in the Fall.

The project is 80% funded by the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, with
the Rail-Trail Council providing a 20% match. The project will grade the trail, repair drainage
issues, and resurface it with a trail aggregate mix. The switchbacks on the south side of the
ravine will be regraded and improved, and the elbows will be paved. The gates will be
reinforced, and regulatory and directional signage will be added. The Main Street crossing will
include signage and pavement markings. A post-and-rail fence will be placed along the old
train station, as that is private property.

We are looking forward to showing off this scenic section that has large trees providing a
cooling canopy. There are many interesting rock ledges and the Buck'’s Falls Ravine offers a
spectacular view, where a 500' long railroad bridge once spanned.

How do we celebrate the 250th

: MAY 22
Anniversary of the USA? RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM
With the D&H Distance Run in 20267 TUNE 26
5k and V2 marathon? RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM
September 13, 2026 JULY 24

RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM




Erie Milk Train

Smashes Rear of Train No. 8

at Binghamton

upstate New York, picked up its final passengers on the D&H line

near Laneshoro. The train was a familiar sight in the area. One of
only two passenger trains offering round-trip service from Chicago
to New York, it consisted of 8 cars, the last three being a parlor car
and two coach cars for passengers. Many of those who boarded in
Laneshoro were residents of the small town of Susquehanna and
they settled comfortably in the second coach car—the third from
the rear.

| t was September 5, 1933, when the Atlantic Express, bound for

The trip was routine, and after a brief stop in the city, the Atlantic
Express pulled out of the Binghamton Station at 7:16 pm. Exactly
one minute later, she flashed by the signal tower at Griswold and
Court Streets and tower operator Paul Mace immediately switched
on the caution signal. He knew that only 15 minutes earlier, Freight
Train No. 90 had been instructed to pull into the Eastward siding,
just past the tower, to switch cars. Mace was not concerned about
the Atlantic Express; for she had been warned about the situation
and was proceeding with caution. Although the engineer of Train
No. 90 had expected to have the switch completed before the
Atlantic Express arrived, that wasn'’t the case, and she was forced
to come to a complete stop until he finished. The delay was short,
barely seconds, and as the freight train eased back onto the
mainline, Paul Mace, high in the tower, watched in horror as a steel
milk train, apparently ignoring the caution signal, whizzed past him
and plowed right into the back of the waiting Express. With a
screech of metal and exploding glass, the milk train’s engine
crushed the parlor car on the Atlantic Express, pushing and
telescoping the second car some 47 feet on top of the third car,

—

_ Binghamton Station.

where most of the passengers were sitting, crumpling it like an
accordion. It was 7:19 pm, a mere 3 minutes since the Atlantic
Express left the Binghamton Station.

As a cacophony of screams and cries erupted, regular folks rushed
to help the injured, but it was no easy task. The demolished cars
made it difficult to extract both the living and the dead. When one
body would finally be pulled free, rescuers found several others
buried beneath the tangled wreck. Working throughout the night
and part of the following day, the end tally was devastating—31
severely injured and 14 dead. The majority of those who perished
had boarded in Laneshoro and ten of them were from the small
town of Susquehanna. These included: Harry Landon, Donald Burns,
Harry Westphal, Eli Van Aiken, Archie McCollum, Mary Bouille and
her daughter Mrs. T.M. Keane, Arthur Tesky, Julia Comfort, and
Cecil Tesky. Two other women were never identified; perhaps they
were from the Susquehanna area as well. Unfortunately, the Erie
Railroad, which was in the process of phasing out their wooden
coaches and replacing them with steel cars, had not yet gotten to
the Atlantic Express. Had they, many of those injured and killed
might have been saved.

Tammy Mal is the author of 7 true crime books with a focus on
historical Pennsylvania crime. She and her work have been featured
on The Investigation Discovery Channel documentary, “Murder in
Lehigh Valley, Keith Morrison Investigates” and their series
“Reasonable Doubt,” as well as on the STARS Network show “Wrong
Man.” She currently lives in Union Dale and writes a weekly column
for The Forest City News.



Bike/Hike to Table

Our annual spring event on May 4th brought out hardy

bikers and hikers despite the rainy weather. We get

together with old friends and love to meet new trail users.
Thanks to Frank’s Place, Simpson for providing a perfect place
to meet, access the trail and enjoy great food and beverages
post-ride or hike. Jim Carro always provides great tunes to enjoy!

Starrucca Creek Bank and
Trail Stabilized

falling into the stream this spring. We were able to get an

emergency permit to stabilize the streambank with large
boulders. Some DCNR trail funds were able to be re-allocated to
this project. Unexpected projects like this hurt our savings
towards new trail construction projects. Please continue to
donate and update your membership. Membership dollars are
used to maintain the trail. Thanks to the many members who
donate to trail maintenance.

The D&H Rail-Trail at Jefferson Junction was saved from

Membership Renewal Form

New D&H Map/Brochure

Thanks to Endless Mountains Heritage Region and

Susquehanna County Promotion and Tourism Agency (room

tax funds), we updated our brochure, indicating trail
improvements that are completed and those that are planned
for soon. The map also indicates where the mile markers are, to
help trail users plan trips and figure out where they are on the
trail. Please check the BOX if you'd like a new brochure with
your membership donation!

Please call or email the office if you no longer want to
receive our newsletter.

Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires.

[ Lifetime/Founding $500
[ Patron/Sponsor $250

[ I am available for trail cleanups.
] Call me to discuss a corporate donation.

[ I'am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project.

[J Club/Organization $100 [ I am interested in the Trail Ambassador Program.
J Family $40 [J Send me a NEW brochure.

O Individual $25

(] Senior/Student $20

] I 'am enclosing a donation for trail maintenenace.

NAME

PHONE NUMBER

STREET ADDRESS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.0. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: nepatrails@gmail.com



Rick Wagner, Carbondale, PA

Michael & Sharon Wallace, Scranton, PA
Richard Watson, Lakewood, PA

David & Marygrace Wilce & Family, Taylor, PA
Tom & Pat Williamson, Clifford Twp, PA

Al & Patsy Zedar, Honesdale, PA

DONATIONS

Caboose Restoration Donations
Bob Boisvert & Family, Mine Hill, NJ
Gary Lippi & Family, Clifford Twp, PA
Ronald A Schmidt, Scranton, PA
Margaret Trakimas, Denton, MD

Memorial Donations
In Memory of Sheryl Brownlow
JoAnn Hall, Clifford Twp, PA

In Memory of David Carpenter
Joel Carpenter, Hopewell Junction, NY

In Memory of Nancy Ross

Marie Allen, Scranton, PA

Roger C & Rosemary Baldwin, Park City, UT

Eleanor Boughner Axford, Charlotte, NC

Will & Kathryn Chamberlin, North Abington
Twp, PA

George & Susan Haff, Union Dale, PA

In Memory of Mrs. Henry Torrie
Nancy Blood, Philadelphia, PA

Other General Donations

Mark Dziubczynski, West Chester, PA

Thomas Komarek, Greentown, PA

Roy & Vee Pauli, Scranton, PA

Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA

Kirsten Slawson, Orinda, CA

Tripsite.com, Pack and Pedal Europe, Inc,
Springville, PA

Thomas & Susan Williams, S Abington, PA

Trail Maintenance/Repair Donations
Rebecca L & Alan Bennett, Montrose, PA
Raymond J Felins, MD, Covington Twp, PA
Karl & Karen Matoushek, Waymart, PA
Keith Miller & Family, Trappe, PA

Wish List Donations
Colleen MacDaniel, Thornhurst, PA

Capital Campaign Donations
Roger C & Rosemary Baldwin, Park City, UT
Vincent & Mary Lynn 0'Bell, Olyphant, PA

Starrucca Creek
Watershed

n March 13th, the Rail-Trail Council took

the lead on bringing together stakeholders

concerned with the damage the Starrucca
Creek has been causing to private property,
the trail, and local roads. Various agencies
attended: representatives from Senator Lisa
Baker’s and Representative Jonathan Fritz's
office, DEP Waterways, PEMA and FEMA,
Susquehanna County Emergency Management,
Susquehanna County Conservation District,
PA Fish & Boat Commission, PA Dept of
Community and Economic Development, Penn
State Cooperative Master Watershed Program,
Harmony Township, Lanesboro Borough,
Friends of the Starrucca Creek, Lackawanna
River Conservation Association and property
owners. The meeting was a starting point to
discuss options to manage damaging flows.
It was suggested that a watershed association
should be formed of interested residents.
An association could apply for funds to assess
the stream and develop strategies and recom-
mendations for stabilization projects. The
RTC will keep all informed as progress is made.

Save the Date

October 4, 2025

10 am-4 pm

SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY

HERITAGE
TRAIL

e >

Susquehanna County Historical Societies, Museum and Sites will be

open for one great day of history in one great historic county!

Put this special day on your calendar now so that you won’t miss it!

More details to come!

Caboose will be open!

Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA

P.0. Box 32
Union Dale PA 18470
nepatrails@gmail.com

Your membership renewal date is to the right
of your name on the mailing label,
highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is
the mailing date. Memberships for all
receiving electronic newsletters will expire
on December 31.
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