
Volume 26, Number 4November 2025 

The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.

NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS
George & Kathy Mathews, Clarks Summit, PA
Ed Kimes & Faith Waters, Union Dale, PA

NEW MEMBERS
Patricia Dornelles, Brooklyn, NY
Susan Hashagen, Riegelsville, PA
Tom Hall, Hazleton, PA
Andrew Lewis, Binghamton, NY
James Logar, Forest City, PA
Edward McGrady, Clifford, PA
Gerald & Margaret Miller, Kingsley, PA
Kevin C Race, Union Dale, PA
Hedy Schneller, Honesdale, PA
Carl T Sebastianelli, S Abington Twp, PA

RENEWING MEMBERS
Jim & Bobbi Achey, Union Dale, PA
Jim & Sue Baraldi, Lansdowne, PA
Dorrance & Susan Belin, Waverly, PA
Roberta Brentano, Scranton, PA
Rich & Ann Brunori, Union Dale, PA
Keith & Theresa Buhl, Rahway, NJ
Elise Burlein, Honesdale, PA
Ivan & Elaine Burman & Family, 

Thompson, PA
Teresa Calafut, Clifford Twp, PA
Owen Conaghan, Clifford, PA
Thomas M & M Ellen Cullen, Oxford, PA
Alfred DeFeo, Starlight, PA
Lisa Depew, Susquehanna, PA
Steve & Renee Drobish, Dresher, PA
Barbara Erhard, Roaring Brook Twp, PA
Kathy Everett, Jermyn, PA
George & Maryann Flores, Union Dale, PA
Beth Gallagher, Scranton, PA
Wayne & Joanne Harz, Pleasant Mount, PA
Dennis & Karen Holbrook, Montrose, PA
Carol & David Howell, North Abington Twp, 

PA
Erin Hubert, Clarks Summit, PA
Pete Katapski, Scott Twp, PA 
Darrin & Heather Larkin, Clifford Twp, PA
Gretchen Ludders, Clarks Summit, PA
Patty Richter & Ceasar Madrid, Waymart, 

PA
Mike McCambridge, Thornhurst, PA
Steve & Connie McDonnell, Waverly, PA
Sarah Merrill, Columbia, MS
Millett Real Estate, Scranton, PA
Kurt Mohney, Binghamton, NY
Michael O’Hara, Carbondale, PA
Jim O’Pecko, Forest City, PA
Norma Orner, Montrose, PA
Abby Peck, Waverly, PA
Vincent Pepe, Exeter, PA
Robert S Perko, Jefferson Twp, PA
Michael & Joyce Petronchak, Jr, Eynon, PA
Ann Marie Pettinato, Carbondale, PA
Chris Pezak, Fell Twp, PA
Mark & Joan Reading, Union Dale, PA
Cathy Refice, Clarks Summit, PA
Katy Weidel Reuter & Rich Reuter, 

Ridgewood, NJ
Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA
John & Susan Sheerin, Peckville, PA
Carol Sherwood, Windsor, NY
Kathy & Bob Shostek, Clifford Twp, PA
Virginia & Brian Todd Smith, Montrose, PA
Charles & Joanne Stetz, Waverly Twp, PA
Matthew A & Rachel R Swierzewski, 

Sellersville, PA
Bob & Sue Taylor, Union Dale, PA
Melanie Urdang, Union Dale, PA
Judy Wells & Family, Poyntelle, PA 
Fred Wenz, Ambler, PA
Walter West, Warrington, PA

Trail Construction Updates 

The D&H construction project from Main Street in Thompson to the Buck’s Falls ravine is now complete! Nearly three 
miles of trail have been resurfaced, with improved drainage and new grassy shoulders. Notably, the switchbacks 
have been regraded, with the elbows paved and shoulders established for better stability and ease of use.

Special thanks to landscape architect Tim Wilson for his expertise in trail design and construction oversight, and to 
Leeward Construction for their excellent, attentive work. This project was funded through the Pennsylvania 
Recreational Trail Program of DCNR’s Bureau of Recreation and Conservation.

Meanwhile, other projects are underway: construction has begun on the trail from Stevens Point south to about one 
mile beyond Melrose Road, a 3.7-mile section slated for completion by the end of 2026. We also anticipate putting 
the Buck’s Falls north to Starrucca section out to bid early next year—funding is already in place!

Finally, design and engineering plans for the Ararat to Thompson segment will be finished by the end of this year, 
positioning the RTC to apply for construction funds and keep the momentum going. 

To access the newly improved Thompson D&H, please park at Willow Street. Park near the gate and boulders. 
We do plan a large trailhead here soon.

NOVEMBER
No meeting

DECEMBER 18
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

JANUARY 22
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

C A L E N D A R

Thanks to Susquehanna County Tourism and 
Promotion, we had many caboose visitors on October 
4th for the Heritage Legacy Trail of historical sites 
around the county. A great event!



Meet Coal Pickin’ Willie P., a sculpture sponsored by Forest City 
Borough’s Outdoor Town Action Team, Forest City Borough, the 
Forest City Area Historical Society, and the Rail-Trail Council. The 

project was funded in part by the Endless Mountains Heritage Region, 
with additional support from NEP Telephone, Valley in Motion, and many 
community partners.

Artist Scott Nichols designed the sculpture to highlight the region’s coal 
mining heritage. Willie P. stands proudly at the Erie Street Trailhead, 
helping to creatively link the D&H Rail-Trail to Main Street businesses. This 
is the second in a planned series of five sculptures, each celebrating a 
different facet of Forest City’s history and culture. An unveiling took place 
on November 1, recognizing everyone involved in the sculpture’s funding, 
design, fabrication, and installation.

Why “Coal Pickin’ Willie P.”? Our whimsical new trail friend is named after 
William Pentecost, the founder of Forest City. In 1864, Pentecost settled 
the land that would become Forest City, drawn by its dense forests. 
Originally called Forest Mills, the early settlement was home to lumbermen 
and their families.

In 1869, construction began on the Jefferson Branch of the Erie Railroad, 
running from Carbondale through Forest City to connect with the Erie’s 
mainline at Lanesboro. This new route was essential for transporting 
anthracite coal from Carbondale to market. Before the line existed, coal 
was hauled by the D&H Gravity Railroad over the mountains to Honesdale, 
then shipped by canal—a route that froze in winter, just when coal was 
most needed.

During the railroad’s construction, workers discovered a large outcropping 
of coal in the Forest City area. That coal discovery transformed Forest City’s 
future. The Hillside Coal and Iron Company, affiliated with the Erie Railroad, 
purchased large tracts of land and by 1872 opened the first commercially 
profitable mine on North Railroad Street. The D&H Company soon followed, 
acquiring surrounding lands and expanding mining operations.

Coal mining quickly became the 
dominant industry, drawing waves of 
immigrants—first from Wales, and 
later from Eastern and Southern 
Europe—seeking work and 
opportunity. The history of 
immigration to Forest City is 
inseparable from the story of its 
railroads and coal mines.

In 1879, the local post office 
adopted the name “Pentecost,” later 
changing it to Forest City in 1886.

Coal Pickin’ Willie P. represents this 
rich history—honoring the coal 
miners, immigrants, and railroad 
workers who shaped Forest City, 
while welcoming today’s trail users to 
explore the community’s vibrant past 
and present.

Coal Pickin’ Willie P:
A Sculpture Celebrating 
Forest City’s Coal Heritage



90-Day Winter Challenge

Let’s plan to get outside and beat those “Winter Blahs.” Walking 
Lunch will resume in January of 2026. To help get you motivated, 
let’s have a CHALLENGE! Let’s see how many miles we can WALK, 

HIKE, SNOWSHOE, or CROSS-COUNTRY SKI during the months of 
JANUARY, FEBRUARY, and MARCH! A $20 donation (towards trail 
maintenance) is suggested to participate. Make checks payable to Rail-
Trail Council of NEPA, PO Box 32 Union Dale, PA 18470. E-mail your 
name and goal. Then keep track of how many miles you walked, hiked, 
snowshoed, or cross-country skied for each month. E-mail: 
neparailtrailcouncil@gmail.com.

You can participate in the CHALLENGE from anywhere, no matter where 
you live, work, or play during the winter. We are encouraging everyone to 
get outside and embrace the season. Of course there will be special 
recognition for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places.

FEBRUARY IS LOVE YOUR TRAIL MONTH. For a $5 donation, you can 
HANG a HEART in our Rail-Trail Office Window with your name on it to let 
everyone know how much YOU LOVE YOUR TRAIL!

Embrace Winter!

Winter is on the way, with the holidays right around the corner. 
Don’t sit home and hate Winter, we have what you need, some 
outdoor time on the trail. Remember, ‘there’s no bad weather, 

just the wrong clothes.’

We continue to start every week with Walking Mondays at 10 am. There 
are a committed group of walkers, and we love new faces! Full Moon 
Hikes with a campfire are hosted by Chuck Culnane, in Lanesboro and 
Lunchtime Walks with Ann are back, starting in January. When the snow 
falls, we will have snowshoe hikes in the woods and along the trail, XC 
Skiing and other outdoor winter programs. Don’t forget the Winter Solstice 
celebration this year! So many things to do on the trail, come join us.

Check out the website, www.neparailtrails.org, for more information on 
all our events, and don’t forget, please pre-register to cindy.nepatrails@
gmail.com or call 570-679-9300.

Walking Mondays Every Monday, 10 am, meeting at Union Dale Trail 
Office. We walk different sections of the trail and sometimes throw in a 
field trip to local State Parks.

Full Moon Walks with a campfire November 5, December 4, and 
January 3, Lanesboro, watch our Facebook/website for times.

Walking Lunch with Ann Starting in January, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday.

Pop-up snowshoe hikes and XC skiing Watch our Facebook page for 
announcements.

Solstice Celebration December 21, Carbondale at John’s St. Trailhead.

90 Day Challenge Sign up December 1.

Trek the D&H 

Trek the D&H was our first large bike event on the trail in many years. 
We had over 80 bikers participate in 3 different rides on the trail 
and the surrounding gravel roads. Thanks to Trek Bicycle, Cedar 

Bike and Chenango Point Bicycle for participating and bringing gear and 
demo bikes. We hope to continue this as an annual event!

Membership Renewal Form
Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires. 
n Lifetime/Founding $500	 n I am available for trail cleanups.	  
n Patron/Sponsor $250	 n Call me to discuss a corporate donation.	
n Club/Organization $100	 n I am interested in the Trail Ambassador Program.
n Family $40	 n Send me a NEW brochure. 
n Individual $25 	 n I am enclosing a donation to be used towards the D&H Caboose restoration project.
n Senior/Student $20	 n I am enclosing a donation for trail maintenenace.

N A M E 	 P H O N E  N U M B E R

S T R E E T  A D D R E S S 	 E - M A I L  A D D R E S S

C I T Y 	 S T A T E 	 Z I P

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA  
P.O. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: nepatrails@gmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS to our September challenges winners!  
And thanks to everyone who participated. Pictured left to right: Ann 
Brunori (Admin. Assistant RTC); DIANA SLICK, 3rd place winner for 
walking 60.15 miles (20.15 miles over her goal); SUSAN WHEELER, 
2nd place winner for biking 162.76 miles (62.76 miles over her goal); 
KATHLEEN MALL, 1st place winner for running 100.6 miles (80.6 miles 
over her goal); and Cindy Klenk (Program Manager, RTC).
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WHEN DOES MY MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE?
Your membership renewal date is to the right 
of your name on the mailing label, 
highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is 
the mailing date. Memberships for all 
receiving electronic newsletters will expire 
on December 31.

DONATIONS

Caboose Restoration Donations 
Norma Orner, Montrose, PA

Memorial Donations
In memory of Jon C Burdick 
Carol Carpenter, Susquehanna, PA
Judy Gretzula, Carbondale, PA
The Grimm Foundation, Waymart, PA
John Kukowski, Susquehanna, PA
Ann M McNamara, Homer, NY
David & Luann Palmer, Hop Bottom, PA
Bruce Stephens, Montrose, PA
Patti A White, Susquehanna, PA

In memory of John F & Mary E Polesnak 
Dumont Jones & Joan Muellerleile, Bexley, 

OH

In memory of Nancy Ross 
Will & Kathryn Chambrerlin, North Abington 

Twp, PA

Other General Donations
Brian T Kelly CPA – Sponsor, TREK the D&H 
Elise Burlein, Honesdale, PA
Crystal Lake League, Inc
Mike McCambridge, Thornhurst, PA
Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA
The Dime Bank – Sponsor, TREK the D&H 
Andrew Tomasko, Oreland, PA
Ed Kimes & Faith Waters, Union Dale, PA
Tom & Susan Williams, S Abington, PA 

A Plea from the Executive Director
Greetings, trail friends!

As you can see, we’re making steady progress toward improving every mile of the trail.  
My goal is to have the entire 38-mile D&H Rail-Trail completed within the next three years—
and yes, there will be a big trail party when we do!

We’ve been fortunate to receive both state and federal funding, but nearly every grant 
requires a cash match of 5%–50%. And while grants help us build, they don’t cover 
maintenance or day-to-day operating costs. Our coffers have been stretched thin by 
emergency trail repairs caused by increasingly severe storms.

Our trail counters show more than 10,000 users in a single year. Yet when I speak with trail 
users here in Union Dale, many are surprised to learn that we’re a nonprofit organization—
owning, managing, and improving the trail. We rely on voluntary membership dollars to match 
grants, keep the trail maintained, and support daily operations.

We’re proud of what we’ve accomplished with our small part-time staff and the dedication of 
countless volunteers. And it’s exciting to see more and more people traveling from outside the 
area to experience the beauty of the Endless Mountains and even stay overnight.

To our current members and donors: thank you sincerely. Your support keeps this trail alive. 
But to finish the job, we need to reach even further—to friends, family members, history 
buffs, runners, bikers, and anyone who loves this linear park. Please share this newsletter with 
someone who uses (or should use!) the trail. If you’d like extra newsletters or brochures to 
pass along, let us know.

And if you’re able, please consider giving a little more this season. Every dollar goes directly 
toward maintaining this community treasure and completing all 38 miles of the D&H Rail-Trail.

With gratitude,

Lynn Conrad 
Executive Director

D&H Rail-Trail 
Water bottles for 
sale, $5. Pick up 
only. Find them at 
Cables Store or 
the Rail-Trail 
office upstairs.


