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The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.

PATRON SPONSORS
Christophe & Suzanne Le Lan, Clifford, PA

NEW MEMBERS
Russell Nelson, Elmira, NY
Charles Rossbach, Honesdale, PA
Michael Salansky, Susquehanna, PA
Chris Stoltzfus, Parkesburg, PA
Tom Tyler & Family, Jenkintown, PA

RENEWING MEMBERS
Joseph Adornato, Susquehanna, PA
Mary Aileo, Carbondale, PA
Norman & Sherri Albrecht, Rockaway, NJ
Bruce & Eileen Baessler, Montrose, PA
Senator Lisa Baker, Dallas, PA
John Bell, Jr, Roscoe, NY
Joseph A Blaskiewicz, Honesdale, PA
Patricia Brennan (& Family), Royersford, PA
Richard K Burdick, South Gibson, PA
William V Burke, Moscow, PA 
Mr & Mrs William Burrell, Jr, Carbondale, PA
Ardy Callender, Thompson, PA
Tom & Carol Chesnick, Forest City, PA
Tom & Kathy Chesnick, Clifford Twp, PA
Wayne & Sara Chudleigh, Union Dale, PA
Paul Covert, Tunkhannock, PA
Julie Crimmins, Liverpool, NY
Mary & Tig Tuntivate Culnane, Wilmington, DE 
Mary F Culnane, Thompson, PA
Bob & Helen Dannecker, Owego, NY
John & Lisa Demark, Vandling, PA
Tom DeMatteo, Roaring Brook Twp, PA
Mark Dorish, Simpson, PA
Dan Hurley & Judy Drucker, Syracuse, NY
Jean Fairfield, Thompson, PA
Mary Farley, Waymart, PA
David & Mary FitzPatrick, Waverly Twp, PA
Jeanne Frank, Clifford Twp, PA
Peter E Franke, Souderton, PA
Esther K Friedman, Clarks Summit, PA
Brian Gilboy, Jefferson Twp, PA
Michael & Bree Gillespie, Lancaster, PA
Alan & Mary Ellen Gillick, Clifford Twp, PA
Bill Glavich, Jefferson Twp, PA
Daniel Grant & Family, Waymart, PA
Bob & Cathy Guzzi, Dalton, PA
Nancy Hanahue, Clarks Summit, PA
Wayne & Joanne Harz, Pleasant Mount, PA
Sarah Hine & Family, Waymart, PA
Beth Holmes, Fell Twp, PA
Joe & Kay Jerin, Mayfield, PA
Debra Johnson, Clarks Summit, PA
Audrey Kase, Great Bend, PA
Dominic Keating, Waverly, PA
David & Alice Kennedy, Moscow, PA
Dan Kimberley, Susquehanna, PA
Ken & Sandi Kirschner, Wynnewood, PA
Thomas Komarek, Greentown, PA
John A Kukowski, Susquehanna, PA 
Christopher Lake, Jackson, PA
Timothy LaRue, Montrose, PA
Gary Lippi, Carbondale, PA
James Logar, Forest City, PA
Fran Graytock & Sharon Lubaszewski, Union 

Dale, PA
Ken & Leslie Maas, Dalton, PA
Colleen MacDaniel, Thornhurst, PA
Robert & Brenda Muiter, Susquehanna, PA
John & Carol Neary, Olyphant, PA
Tom & Ann Marie Noone, Union Dale, PA
Greg & Vicki Otto, Hegins, PA
Catherine Parsons, Simpson, PA
Roy & Vee Pauli, Scranton, PA
P. John Paulson, Media, PA
Dan Pregnar, Scranton, PA
Will Putney, Union Dale, PA
Luann Reno, Downingtown, PA
Fred Romich, Jr, Adamstown, PA
Jerry Schwarztrauber, Archbald, PA
Jim & Roseann Swegel, Union Dale, PA

Bike/Hike to Table

Our annual spring event to kick off the biking and 
hiking season will be Saturday, May 9th, at 
Frank’s Place Restaurant, 54 Jefferson Street, 

Simpson. A ramp connects the D&H Rail-Trail to the 
restaurant parking! Bikers meet at 9 AM and can join 
various groups for different rides, or you can ride on 
your own. The trail going north is a slight upward grade, 
so coming back is a breeze! Hikers will meet at 10 AM 
for a hike up the trail to Panther’s Bluff Creek. We have 
the outdoor patio reserved for lunch (on your own) from 
12–2 PM. Jim Carro will entertain us with classic tunes.  
We ask for a $20 donation in advance or $25 the day of 
the event. We need to raise funds for trail maintenance, 
which is an ongoing task.

You can use the membership form in the newsletter to 
register. Or call the office or email ann.nepatrails@
gmail.com Hope you’ll join us.

MAY 27, JUNE 24, JULY 22
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

MAY 9
Bike to Table

MAY 13
Montrose Adult School Gravity Railroad Tour

MAY 15
Eel Release Day

MAY23
Union Dale Community Yard Sale (rain date May 24)

JUNE 6–7
Eco-tour

C A L E N D A R



The Delaware & Hudson Gravity Railroad (1829-1899) was 
designed as a more practical means of hauling coal over the 
Moosic Mountains than horse-drawn sleds and wagons. 

Extending around sixteen miles from the minefields in 
Carbondale to the D&H Canal in Honesdale, the Gravity utilized a 
series of inclined planes, where stationary steam engines pulled 
the coal-filled cars up the incline. Gravity then enabled the cars 
to roll down the level to the next plane. At first chains, then 
ropes and finally steel cables (developed by John Roebling) 
pulled the cars up the original eight planes (later extended to 28 
planes). The Gravity was extended down the Valley between 
1843 and 1860 (Archbald, Mayfield, Jermyn, Olyphant, 
Scranton). Other improvements to the Gravity included a 
separate light track for the return of empty cars from Honesdale 
to Carbondale and down valley.

Although built for the transport of anthracite, the Gravity became 
a passenger excursion line (1870), especially on Sundays for 
picnicking at Farview or for the park at Lake LaDore. Cars were 
entirely open, similar to a flat car with a roof. The seats were 
long benches across the car. The most exciting part of the trip 
was the roller-coaster-like descent around Shephard’s Crook 
down the mountain back to Carbondale. 

The Gravity was replaced by steam engine technology beginning 
in 1870 and continued until 1899 when gravity tracks were 
completely converted over to steam. These tracks were separate 
from the gravity tracks, as the inclined planes were no longer 
used. A new and more efficient means of transporting anthracite 
was sought that would operate year-round, since the canals froze 
in winter. The 37-mile Jefferson Branch was proposed from 
Carbondale to Lanesboro. This would replace the D&H Gravity 
and the Canal system. This is now the D&H Rail-Trail.

There are many remnants of the D&H Gravity and Steamline 
between Carbondale and Honesdale—inclined planes, bridges, 
abutments, dams, and miles of railbed (gravity light & heavy & 
steam railbeds) exist. Gravity Park in Carbondale, Shephard’s 
Crook, Stone Arch Bridge at Keen’s Pond, Swackhammers’ Loop, 
and many more. 

If you are interested in touring some remains, the Montrose Adult 
School has a trip scheduled for May 13th, sponsored by the Rail-
Trail Council. We will meet at the RT office in Union Dale, review a 
quick film about the Gravity, then carpool to areas near Honesdale 
where there are both light and heavy track, as well as the site  
of a stationary steam engine. The walking will be easy, but hiking 
shoes are suggested. Register at www.montroseadultschool.org 
under trips/tours.

What is the Relationship of the D&H Gravity 
Railroad to the Present D&H Rail-Trail?
Can I See Any Remains of the D&H Gravity Railroad?

Stationary steam engine foundation.



Hiking Tips We Can All Be Thankful For 

During the season of giving thanks, I have something new for which I 
am especially grateful this year.

At the encouragement of a friend of my daughter’s, I joined the Rail Trail 
hiking group this summer. We meet up every Monday in Union Dale, 
heading out on a hike where we enjoy various trails, the beauty of nature 
across all seasons and the company of fellow hikers.

I started out knowing little about hiking and hiking gear. With the helpful 
advice of hiking mates, I’ve learned a lot and am happy to share tips that 
will make your hike especially enjoyable.

•	 The right shoes. This is top of the list. Try on different styles and toe 
box widths. Typically, you want to size up at least half a size from your 
regular shoe size. 

•	 The right socks. Choose a hiking sock that is not too thick or heavy. 
Your feet will thank you for a thinner sock that reduces swelling!

•	 Tick repellant. I prefer natural repellants like a lavender roll-on shared 
by a member of our hiking group. Apply around the edges of your 
socks, behind your ears, around your neck and on your wrists.

•	 Hiking poles. Find adjustable length poles and set to a height so that 
your arms are at a 90 degree angle when bent to hold the poles to the 
ground. Poles not only help with balance, but also help you to use your 
upper body while hiking.

•	 Dress in layers. While you might need a vest or jacket at the beginning 
of the hike, you will warm up quickly once you get going. 

•	 Eyewear. Sunglasses on shady sections of trail can make it hard to see 
rocks and branches.

•	 Water and snacks. A lightweight waist pack is all you need for these 
items, as well as your phone, keys or other incidentals. 

Wherever your hikes take you, your time on the trails will be most 
enjoyable with fellow hikers who share a passion for outdoor adventures!

By Valarie Clark, a new Monday morning hiker! 

Construction Updates

The trail section from Stevens Point south to Melrose is well 
underway—clearing of trees and brush, cleaning out cross-pipes, and 

developing new grass-lined swales for drainage. The modified stone layer 
should go down soon, followed by trail mix. We are hoping for an early 
summer completion! 

The Bucks Falls north section to Starrucca and Melrose will go out to bid 
soon, with a potential completion by the end of the year.

Susquehanna County Eel Release Day 
Friday, May 15, 1 PM. Luciana Park, Lanesboro

Efforts are underway to restore the native eel population in the 
Susquehanna River. A migratory fish, eels need to travel upstream to 

spawn. In the Susquehanna River Basin, they don’t get far before they need 
human help because they are blocked by hydroelectric dams. Since 2008, 
when the US Fish and Wildlife Service started the project, more than 2 
million eels have been moved upriver. Many schools along the Susquehanna 
River are raising eels in the classroom to be released at the end of the 
school year. Come out and learn more about this fascinating species.

Ongoing Trail Activities 
Walking Mondays  
10 AM. May 4, 11; June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; July 6, 13, 20, 27.

Biking Wednesdays  
5 PM. May 6, 13 (Simpson/Morse Ave Trailhead). June 3, 10, 17, 24 
(Forest City Trailhead). July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (Union Dale Trailhead).  
The last day of every month starts from Stevens Point Trailhead.

Full Moon  
May 1 (Pink Moon), May 31 (Blue Moon), June 30 (Strawberry Moon), 
July 29 (Buck Moon). Check the website for times.

Membership Renewal Form
Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires. 
n Lifetime/Founding $500	 n I am available for trail cleanups.	  
n Patron/Sponsor $250	 n Call me to discuss a corporate donation.	
n Club/Organization $100	 n Send me a NEW brochure.
n Family $40	 n I am enclosing a donation for trail maintenance.
n Individual $25 	
n Senior/Student $20	 n Bike to Table Registration $20

N A M E 	 P H O N E  N U M B E R

S T R E E T  A D D R E S S 	 E - M A I L  A D D R E S S

C I T Y 	 S T A T E 	 Z I P

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA  
P.O. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: nepatrails@gmail.com



ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Permit No. 4
Forest City PA

Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.O. Box 32
Union Dale PA 18470 
nepatrails@gmail.com
Address Correction Requested

WHEN DOES MY MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE?
Your membership renewal date is to the right 
of your name on the mailing label, 
highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is 
the mailing date. Memberships for all 
receiving electronic newsletters will expire 
on December 31.

Helene Tinsley, S Abington Twp, PA
Gary & Denise Treven, Bloomsburg, PA
Larry Trygar, Roaring Brook, PA 
Rick Wagner, Carbondale, PA
Michael & Sharron Wallace, Scranton, PA 
Joel F Whitehead, Thompson, PA
Tom & Pat Williamson, Clifford Twp, PA
Laurie Graham & Larry Wilson, Clifford 

Twp, PA
Sharon Wunner, Bear Creek Twp, PA
Janelle Zigon, Vandling, PA

DONATIONS

Caboose Restoration Donations 
Roger C & Rosemary G Baldwin, Park City, 

UT
Catherine Parsons, Simpson, PA
Larry Trygar, Roaring Brook, PA

Honorary Donations 
Correction from  
February 2026 Newsletter:
In honor of Cindy Klenk 
Celia Seigerman-Levit, New York, NY

Memorial Donations
In Memory of Jeri Turner
David & Linda Bernarksy, Vandling, PA

Other General Donations
Michael Burns, Throop, PA
Lorie Fallon, Thompson, PA
Forest City Lions Club, Forest City, PA
Edwin Harvey
Anne Holmes, Archbald, PA
Edward Juersivich, Lenoxville, PA
Thomas Komarek, Greentown, PA
Roy & Vee Pauli, Scranton, PA
Michael Salansky, Susquehanna, PA
Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA
Paul Shumaker, Dunmore, PA

Trail Maintenance Donations
Brian Gilboy, Jefferson Twp, PA
Bill & Mary Hayes, Union Dale, PA
Colleen MacDaniel, Thornhurst, PA
Larry Trygar, Roaring Brook, PA

Thanks to Forest City Regional High School Watershed 
Team for a trash pickup along the trail that borders  

SR 171!

Left to right: Jeremiah Burleigh, Mark Nebzydoski,  
Mrs. Zevan (advisor), Jason Non, Brendan Korty, Mayor Cost, 
Rose Burleigh, Hailey Lapiers.

Rail-Trail Council celebrates 35 years this April as a nonprofit dedicated to transforming historic railbeds into 
recreational trails for our community to enjoy.
With your support, we can continue this important work—maintaining the trail you love and expanding more miles along 
the D&H corridor. While grants help fund these improvements, they require local matching funds of 20–50%, making your 
membership more important than ever.
Please consider becoming a member or renewing your membership today. Your support directly helps us preserve, 
enhance, and grow the trail for everyone.


