
Celebrating 3.5 Miles of Improved Trail

The Rail-Trail Council celebrated the completion of 3.5 miles of newly improved D&H Rail-Trail on August 18 at the 
Stevens Point Trailhead. More than 60 trail funders, public officials, supporters, and community members 

attended the celebration.

The program included congratulatory remarks from State Senator Lisa Baker, a longtime supporter of the D&H Rail-
Trail for more than 30 years. Also offering remarks were April Hannon, PennDOT District 4.0’s Bike-Ped Coordinator; 
Christine Dettore, Regional Advisor for the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR); 
and Cain Chamberlin of the Endless Mountains Heritage Region.

All three Susquehanna County Commissioners were on hand to congratulate the Rail-Trail Council, along with 
Staci Wilson of the Susquehanna County Promotion and Tourism Agency. Corey Rutledge, Construction Manager  
for Rutledge Excavating, also spoke about the challenges and unique process of transforming former railroad 
corridors into recreational trails.

Following the program, a unique trail sculpture featuring numerous railroad artifacts was unveiled by Wanda 
Rockwell and welder Dan Wells. The sculpture was dedicated in memory of the late Jon Burdick, a Rail-Trail Council 
board member, historian, photographer, and dedicated trail ambassador.

Following the unveiling, attendees proceeded across Starrucca Creek Road to the newly improved trail section, 
where they were joined by more than 40 bicyclists eager to be among the first to ride the new section—from Stevens 
Point south towards Starrucca.

This project was made possible through funding from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) 
Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program (TASA) and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources (PA DCNR) Recreational Trails Program, with 
matching funds provided by trail supporters and members.

The Rail-Trail Council extends its appreciation to all of the 
funders, public officials, contractors, volunteers, members, and 
supporters who helped make this improvement to the D&H Rail-
Trail possible.

Photo, L to R: Cain Chamberlin, EMHR; David Darrow, 
Susquehanna Co. Commissioner; April Hannon, PADOT; Lynn 
Conrad, RTC; State Senator Lisa Baker; Christine Dettore, DCNR; 
Corey Rutledge, Rutledge Excavating; Alan Hall, Susquehanna Co. 
Commissioner.
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NEW LIFETIME MEMBER
Richard & Marie Cochrane, Clarks Summit, PA 

PATRON SPONSORS
Melanie Urdang, Union Dale, PA
Village of Four Seasons Association, Inc, 

Union Dale, PA
Al & Patsy Zedar, Honesdale, PA

NEW MEMBERS
Richard Berish, Morrow OH
Joseph & Kathleen Caruso, Susquehanna, PA
Matthew Dwyer, Leesburg, VA
Tom & Linda Fitzsimmons, Forest City, PA
Eric & Susan Hanson, Flourtown, PA
Darryl Kalin, Honesdale, PA
Lori Miller, Drums, PA
Mike Moon, Hancock, NY
Joseph Parker, Honesdale, PA
Mark Powell, Moosic, PA
Lori Remus, Forest City, PA
Thomas Sabia, Carlstadt, NJ
Irene Selvaggi, Honesdale, PA
Tom Shaffer, Swarthmore, PA
Rob Skorupa, Simpson, PA
Brendon Stanton, Endwell, NY
Cheri Warne, Johnson City, NY
Christine Weigand, Lake Ariel, PA

RENEWING MEMBERS
Tom & Kim Baileys, Forest City, PA
Ed Beautz Real Estate, Union Dale, PA
Beverly Bennett, Herrick Center, PA
Rena Bevilacqua, Archbald, PA
Howard Bonk, Spring Brook Twp, PA
F Warren Breig, Jr, Dalton, PA
Al Chapacharis, Carbondale, PA
David Clark, Forest City, PA
Thomas M & M Ellen Cullen, Oxford, PA
Ruth E Davis, Susquehanna, PA
Paul Diamond, Honesdale, PA
Diana Evans Slick, Clifford Twp, PA
Dennis Favello, Union Dale, PA
Edward J Fortuna, Taylor, PA
Burdette & Shannon Furman, Windsor, NY
Joseph & Lynn Gluck, Susquehanna, PA
Judy Gretzula, Carbondale, PA
Linda Griguts, Browndale, PA
Richard & Sandra Guman, Archbald, PA
Grant & Sharon Gutkowski & Family, Linden, NJ
Robert Handloff, Thompson, PA
Ron & Patti Harting, Windsor, NY
Joyce Hatala, Fleetville, PA 
Margaret Hatch, Dickson City, PA
David Heim & Family, Mariposa, CA
Bill & Barbara Heller, Union Dale, PA
Ellen Holdredge, Kingsley, PA
Carol Howell, N Abington Twp, PA
Alan & Marion Jackson, Olyphant, PA
Geoffrey Jones, Jessup, PA
Margaret Jordan, Union Dale, PA
Bill Keller, S Abington Twp, PA
Thomas Komarek, Greentown, PA
Richard Kresock, Forest City, PA
James Kulp & Family, Lancaster, PA
Brad Kurlancheek, Bear Creek, PA
Jack & Paula Lamberton, Waymart, PA
David Lemon, Beacon, NY
Gene & Pat Litz, Greenfield Twp, PA
Richard Maiolatesi, Peckville, PA
Bill Maitland, Jr, Lenoxville, PA
Karl, Karen, Elijah & Lyndsey Matoushek, 

Waymart, PA
John McKinnon, Scranton, PA
Mike & Barb McMonagle, Green Lane, PA
Jeffery Mead & Family, Montrose, PA
Howard & Mary Ellen Nusbaum, New York, NY
Vincent Pepe, Exeter, PA
John Perry, Hallsted, PA 
Rachel Poole, Robbinsville, NJ
Gail Rendle, Nicholson, PA
Chuck & Nancy Rood, Fayetteville, PA
Kevin Rooney, Floral Park, NY
Ronald A Schmidt, Scranton, PA
Jerry Schwarztrauber, Archbald, PA
Kimberly Scott, South Abington Twp, PA
Gordon Speights & Mary Ann Spellman 

Young, Union Dale, PA
Jack & Kathy Taylor, Montrose, PA
Anthony & Janet Tvaryanas, Union Dale, PA
Joseph & Debra White, Susquehanna, PA
Donald & Roberta Whitney, Edmond, OK
Reinhard G Zuber, Honesdale, PA

SEPTEMBER 24
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

OCTOBER 22 
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

NOVEMBER 19 
RTC Meeting. Cables Café, 6 PM

C A L E N D A R



Stevens Point was an established community in Harmony 
Township, Susquehanna County, by the late 19th century. 
It had enough people and importance to have its own post 

office. The post office closed in 1934 with mail thereafter routed 
through Susquehanna Depot. The Atlas of Susquehanna County 
(1872, Beers) shows Stevens Point, District #5 on the Lanesboro 
map, along with Harmony Centre (Brandt), on the Jefferson 
Branch of the Erie Railroad. In 1900, the population was listed 
as 150. For those interested, a walk around the Stevens Point 
Cemetery provides many clues to the area’s busy past. It sits 
on the hill above the trail crossing of Starrucca Creek Rd on 
Bethel Hill Road.

There was never a railroad station at Stevens Point, although 
the freight train “usually stopped there to pick up lumber or 
bluestone.” It was not a formal passenger station/depot. While 
Brandt was known for its brick and furniture industries, Stevens 
Point was known for its quarries. There is a quarry across from 
the trailhead, where many large rocks remained at the close 
of rail operations. These large rocks were subsequently used in 
the trailhead’s décor. 

A late-19th-century geological survey refers to the location as 
“Steven’s Point” (singular possessive), rather than simply 
“Stevens Point.” The survey says the sandstone immediately 

below Steven’s Point was extensively quarried and used for 
bridge piers along the Jefferson Branch Railroad. It also 
describes a gorge about a mile downstream of Steven’s Point. 
On the east side of this gorge was the large quarry where 
bluestone was quarried for the Starrucca Viaduct (before 1848).

Why is it called Stevens Point? Is there a Stevens Family who first 
settled in the area? What is known is that people were living in 
the area before the railroad era. For example, the Storer family 
reportedly came from England in 1847 and settled in Stevens 
Point, which suggests the place was already known by that name 
by the mid-19th century. The Atlas (1872) has a J.B. Stevens 
and J.B. Stevens Store listed on the map. We are thankful for 
the extensive records and website of Diane Rockwell Botts @ 
www.stevenspointpa.com. We are working together on a 
historical interpretive sign for the Stevens Point Trailhead.

As mentioned in previous articles, RTC purchased SP north 
separately (1996), after the purchase of the southern D&H 
section. (1993). This section was still an active railroad owned by 
Canadian Pacific from 1980 to 1986. It was used to bypass the 
Belden Hill tunnel, northeast of Binghamton, that was under 
repair and enlargement. After the repair, this section was closed, 
with rail and ties removed. Unfortunately, the railroad bridge was 
also removed before purchase by the RT Council.

The History of Stevens Point

Trains came down on the D&H from Ninevah Junction and then were towed up the Jefferson connection onto the old Erie. They then went 
to Binghamton (avoiding the Belden Hill tunnel). Photo: Dave Devo.



Thompson Trailhead

A new trailhead on Willow Ave. in Thompson is now complete, thanks to 
funding from the Endless Mountains Heritage Region and the volunteer 

services of NEP Sno-Trails members, Tom Galardio, Dan Pregnar and 
Frank Bosak. Rutledge Excavating donated asphalt and paved a handicap 
accessible parking spot. A great place to park and explore the newly 
improved Thompson north section of trail to the Bucks Falls Ravine.

Bucks North Closed 

The trail section from Bucks/Irk Township Road (bottom of the ravine) 
north through Starrucca at Little Ireland Rd, and one mile north is 

closed for construction. The trail will be finished by the end of 2026 and 
will have a new trailhead at Little Ireland Road.

September Challenge

Starting on September 1st , CHALLENGE yourself every day in 
September. You choose—biking, walking, hiking or running. How many 

miles can you complete in a month? 10, 20, 50, 100, 150, 200, 250 miles? 
Set a goal and turn in your mileage to cindy.nepatrails@gmail.com. 
Consider a $20 donation. You’re supporting your health and the trail.

Paul Hayward

Join the Rail-Trail Council for a benefit 
concert (donation) with local musician 

Paul Hayward at The Speakeasy, SR 171, 
Union Dale, on Sunday, September 27th, 
from 4–6 PM. Dinner specials will be 
available following the concert.

Bike Festival

The Council held a bike festival for Forest City’s Trail Town Days, August 
1st. Thanks to Sawmill Cycles (Honesdale) and Chenango Point Cycle 

(Dalton/Binghamton) for bringing bikes and merchandise. We appreciated 
their expertise in helping riders find the perfect bike. There were three 
rides on a perfect summer day for riders of all abilities. All registered riders 
received a free raffle ticket for gift certificates to Forest City eateries.

Ongoing Trail Activities 
Walking Mondays  
10 am start, meet at the Caboose. The walks are on different sections of 
the trail as well as taking field trips to different hiking areas.

Biking Wednesdays  
4:30 pm start in September and October. We will be meeting at different 
trailheads. Check Facebook or email cindy.nepatrails@gmail.com for 
meeting points. Watch for Pop-up Rides!

Full Moon  
Corn/Harvest Moon, September 26, Hunter’s Moon, October 26. 
Check Facebook or email cindy.nepatrails@gmail.com

Tree Hike with Jim Kessler 
October 3 at 10 am. Meeting place TBA.

Membership Renewal Form
Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires. 
n Lifetime/Founding $500	 n I am available for trail cleanups.	  
n Patron/Sponsor $250	 n Call me to discuss a corporate donation.	
n Club/Organization $100	 n Send me a NEW brochure.
n Family $40	 n I am enclosing a donation for trail maintenance.
n Individual $25 	
n Senior/Student $20	

N A M E 	 P H O N E  N U M B E R

S T R E E T  A D D R E S S 	 E - M A I L  A D D R E S S

C I T Y 	 S T A T E 	 Z I P

Please update your address here if necessary. Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA  
P.O. Box 32, Union Dale PA 18470 / Phone: 570-679-9300 / E mail: nepatrails@gmail.com
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Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
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Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.O. Box 32
Union Dale PA 18470 
nepatrails@gmail.com
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WHEN DOES MY MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE?
Your membership renewal date is to the right 
of your name on the mailing label, 
highlighted in yellow. To the extreme right is 
the mailing date. Memberships for all 
receiving electronic newsletters will expire 
on December 31.

DONATIONS
Caboose Restoration Donations 
Roger C & PA

Memorial Donations
In memory of Charles Ahearn
Gerald & Margaret L Miller, Kingsley, PA

In memory of Peg Foster
Diana Evans Slick, Clifford Twp, PA

In memory of Nancy Ross
Cathy D Stevens, Doylestown, PA

Other General Donations
Bob & Ethel Breuche, Clarks Summit, PA
Michael Burns, Throop, PA
Edward J Fortuna, Taylor, PA
Arthur & Chris Godfrey, Sarver, PA
John Gustafson, Beach Lake, PA
Bill & Marilyn Hiller, South Canaan, PA
Kyle McClellan, Farmington, NY
Ed Reardon, Warminster, PA
Richard Rupp, Clifford Twp, PA
Sharon Seymour, Carbondale, PA
Peter & Lyn Strickler, Malvern, PA
Thomas & Susan Williams, South 

Abington, PA

Trail Maintenance Donations
David Clark, Forest City, PA
Eric & Susan Hanson, Flourtown, PA
Margaret Hatch, Dickson City, PA
Carol Howell, N Abington Twp, PA
Thomas Komarek, Greentown, PA
James Kulp & Family, Lancaster, PA
Tom Shaffer, Swarthmore, PA

Thank You!
LCBC Church Group Volunteers: 
Trail Clean-Up for “Impact Day”

Arthur & Chris Godfrey: 
Administrative Facebook page, 
Pennsylvania Rails To Trails.  
Check it out!

Thanks to the 
numerous donors to 

NEPA Gives

A Window to the Past
Terry Rockell, Dan Wells (welder), Wanda Rockell.

Visit the Caboose in Union Dale!

Stevens Point Ceremony


